




S a d cam  Hussein exposes 
Z io n is t - im p e ria lis t 
conspiracies

Mr. Saddam Hussein, Deputy Secretary of 
the Regional Leadership (RL) of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party (ABSP) and Vice-Chairman of the 
Revolution Command Council (RCC), was warmly 
received by Moscow, which he recently visited for 
the fifth time since 1970. Soviet Premier Alexei 
Kosygin, who happened to visit Baghdad twice 
since 1972, and top Soviet leaders greeted him at 
the airport that was bedecked with Iraqi and Soviet 
flags. Posters welcomed Saddam Hussein as "our 
dear friend" and hailed the flourishing Iraqi-Soviet 
relations.

SADDAM-BREZHNEV MEETING

Mr. Saddam Hussein conferred with Mr. Leonid

lllych Brezhnev, secretary general or tne ooviei 
Communist Party (CPSU) and held talks with Pre­
mier Kosygin on the promotion of bilateral relations, 
the current developments in the Arab region and 
international issues of common concern. Political 
observers attached great importance to these deli­
berations and described their outcome as positive 
and fruitful.

In conforming with the comradely spirit that 
marks Iraqi-Soviet relations, Mr. Saddam Hussein 
frankly expounded Iraq's attitude towards the do­
mestic and global pressing issues of the day. In a 
state luncheon given in his honour by Soviet leaders 
at the Kremlin, he touched on the following ques-

ZIONIST-IMPERIALIST SCHEMINGS

On the dubious developments unfolding in the 
Arab homeland Mr. Saddam Hussein warned:

The imperialist, 
are now attempting
against the progressive forces in the Arab region.
Their obvious aim is "to usurp our hard-won suc­
cesses and progressive gains". But despite their 
temporary success, "they will never be able to

Zionist and reactionary forces 
to intensify their conspiracies

tame our people or attain their ultimate goals". This 
is because history tells us that the Arab nation does

Mr. Saddam Hussein being received by Mr. Alexei
Kosygin

Ira q , S o v ie t 
U nion pledge 
to ta l S u p p o rt 
to  P a les tin ians

as those now being dished up by imperialism, reac­
tion and the powers trailing behind them. But vigo­
rous support need be rendered to the progressive
forces in the Arab World — 'not as a necessity 
dictated by principles" but as a prerequisite for
facing imminent dangers.

Mr. Hussein emphasised that the ABSP and 
the revolutionary government of Iraq stood behind 
national liberation movements and progressive 
forces anywhere on earth. They also strive for the . 
maintenance of world peace and stability, consider-



ing them indispensable for progress and interna­
tional co-operation. "But we flatly reject the kind 
of schemes designed to impose on our people sur- 
rederist solutions depriving them of their funda­
mental historical rights '.

EQUITABLE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

On the need for equitable international rela­
tions, Mr. Saddam Hussein said:

We are engaged in a form of struggle for main­
taining our rights in our notional resources so that 
we may utilise them in a manner beneficial to our 
own people and to the peoples of the world at 
large. We are convinced that the settlement of the 

Under the leadership of 
full support of all progressive
our people are marching ahe
ment of their national and p
building of a better future.

In conclusion, the Dep
ABSP and Chairman of the 
tude to the continuous sup
Soviet Union to the Arab na
for liberation and progress.

KOSYGIN LAUDS IRAQ'S R

Speaking on the same o
Alexei Kosygin paid tribute 
exerted by Iraq's revolutio



IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Iraq and the Soviet Union signified their re­
solve to contribute to the consolidation and deve­
lopment of international detente in a manner con­
ducive to the consolidation of peace and guarantee­
ing the rights of peoples to independence and self- 
determination.

Considering disarmament as one of the most 
important issues of the world, the two sides called 
for the reduction of the military budget of the per­
manent members of the Security Council by ten per 
cent and the channeling of the funds so saved for 
rendering assistance to developing countries.

and Mr. Saad Qassim Ham
National Information Office
Journalists Union.

IRAQI-SOVIET RELATIONS

In the wake of the trium
tion of 1968, when the Ara
(ABSP) rose to power, Ir
tered a new phase of gen
co-operaton. These relations
impetus by the conclusion
year Iraqi-Soviet Friendship 
that laid the foundation tor
in all vital spheres of comm
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People’s Army Marks
7th. Anniversary a
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tion under the leadership of Arab 
Baath Socialist Party".

Peoples of the world, through­
out contemporary history, have 
been waging a relentless struggle 
for their full liberation from for­
eign imperialist domination and 
for the establishment of a socio­
economic system of their choice. 
But the forms of their struggle 
are different due to the difference 
in their specific conditions.

The birth of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party (ABSP) has been 
a living embodiment of this rea­
lity. The Arab Nation is a nation 
fragmented into many countries. 
Imperialism has and is still collud­
ing with Arab feudalism and Arab 
reactionary forces for perpetuat­
ing this fragmentation and dis­
unity, and for striving to prevent 
the national unity of the Arab 
Nation; and also for subjecting 
the toiling masses to the com­
bined exploitation of the foreign 
imperialists and local feudalists 
and bourgeoisie.

The Zionist settlers have inten­
sified this exploitation by the oc­
cupation of Arab Palestine and 
the eviction of her indigenous 
people, thus imparting to Arab 
reality an abnormal state in the 
Twentieth Century, represented 
in the expulsion of the people 
of Palestine and the liquidation of 
their historical, regional and na­
tional tights.

This peculiarity of the Arab rea­
lity required a deep revolutionary 
comprehension capable of defin­
ing the general strategical course, 
on the other.

The Arab Baath Socialist Party 
was founded with emphasis on 
its historical slogan: Unity. Liber­
ty and Socialism, which stressed 
the need for unifying the struggles

of achieving national unity and 
social justice.

The struggle against imperial­
ism, Zionism and reaction cannot 
proceed along the coriect path 
without a unitarist struggle cap­
able of achieving the unity of the 
Arab Nation which is suffering 
from fragmentation.

With the proclamation of the 
Ideological tenets of the Baath 
Party, as embodied in its slogan, 
the Arab national liberation move­
ment entered a new stage which 
grasped the peculiarity of Arab 
reality within the scope of com­
prehending the general trend of
the era, namely, the trend 
transition from capitalism 
socialism.

of 
to

The theoretical precepts of the 
Party express the general con­
ception for the radicalisation and 
extension of the vistas of the 
Arab national liberation move­
ment in knowing that the Party 
was the first movement in the 
Arab homeland to link up the 
national and socialist struggles 
and stress their interconnection; 
thus turning the struggle of the 
Arab national movement from 
just a traditional bourgeois slo­
gan into 'people-oriented mass 
struggle. The practical outcome 
of this link-up was that the call 
for Arab unity was turned into an 
overwhelming mass trend where 
unity ceased to be just a dream, 
and was turned into an actual 
reality of wide horizons and deep 
dimensions.

In keeping with all this, the 
ABSP embodied this theory direc­
tly on the organizational level. 
It did not establish itself in 
each Arab country separately.

but set up its organisational ap­
paratus along the level of the 
Arab homeland, as it regarded 
the Arab countries as one indivi­
sible unity. Thus, the party was 
from the beginning a historical 
movement which proceeded from 
a genuine concept of Arabism. 
which completely rejected region-

The militant practices of the 
ABSP were materialised in an 
exemplary manner in the execu­
tion of February 8, 1963. revolu­
tion in the Iraqi region. This re­
volution was a concrete proof of 
the militant vanguard role of the 
Party in the Arab national libera­
tion movement, and of its avail­
able potentials for escalating the 
revolutionary process along the 
Arab homeland.

The July 14, 1958, revolution, 
in which the ABSP participated, 
was basically a progressive and 
democratic one. However, the 
then revolutionary regime dev­
iated and changed course into a 
dictatorial, rightist and regional 
outlook while keeping the facet 
of nationalism. Th ABSP made 
a daring attemp' । February 8, 
1963, to re-estaonsii a revolution­
ary, democratic and popular re­
gime which would work for Arab 
unity. The attempt was short­
lived and soon failed in achieving 
its objectives due to imperialist 
and reactionary conspiracies. 
Consequently, the Partv had its 
ups and downs but wa« able on 
July 17, 1968, to assume power 
in Iraq and realise the progres­
sive and democratic tasks which 
it had no chance to accomplish 
in 1963.

In the graduation ceremony of 
the first course of the People's 
Army in May, 1972, President 
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr said, 'The 
Revolution is in need of mobilizing 
all sons of the people to the bat­
tle. It is in need of you and of 
every noble citizen to defend its 
gains and uphold freedom of the 
countrymen and the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the 
country. The People's Army is 
not only a backing force to the 
regulars, but it has also to as­
sume ,'ts holy tasks when our 
armed forces obtain the honour 
of entering the national battle in­
side and outside our country".

In the wake of the celebrations 
of the 14th anniversary of the 
glorious February 8 Revolution 
led by the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party (ABSP) against the dicta­
torial Kassimite regime in 1963. 
the People's Army marked its 
seventh anniversary.

Founded in 1970, the People's 
Army has now attained an ad­
vanced position in the course of 
socialist transformations led by 
the ABSP.

On this occasion the Iraqi Tele­
vision made a special interview 
with Mr. Taha Yassin Ramadhan. 
Commander-in-Chief of the Peo­
ple's Army. He recalled that the 
idea of training and arming the 
citizens was first offered by Pre­
sident Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces.

Mr. Ramadhan said that the 
People's Army enjoyed special 
attention of the President. Its re­
giments were being trained to 
fight under different circumstan­
ces and for unlimited spells. He 
pointed cut that there was an in­
tegrated coordination between 
the regular armed forces and the 
People's Army.

"The People's Army is ready 
to encounter the ferocious imper­
ialist attack to which our Arab 
nation is exposed", Mr. Rama­
dhan declared.

Mr. Ramadhan said that the 
strugglers who enrolled in the 
ranks of the People's Army were

U ^ i ' j 
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The Commander-in-Chief of the 
People's Army further said that 
this army intended to enlist wo­
men also, because the contribu­
tion of women to the defence of 
the nation and revolution's gains 
is of significant importance".

Concluding his talk to the tele­
vision viewers Mr. Ramadhan 
said, "The People's Army is for 
the whole people and will be the 
general frame which w ill include 
all citizens, men and women, 
proceeding from the belief in peo­
ple's role in defending the revo­
lution and its achievements".

Mr. Ramadhan greeted the 
members of the People's Army 
on this occasion.



Solution of Palestine issu
w ill have to be Satisfacto



are now lower, thanks to current international cir­
cumstances and the petroleum factor. Therefore, 
there is bound to be an accelerated rate of progress 
towards the targets of the Arab nation connected 
with the conflict with Zionist entity.

International politics are developing with the 

In our opinion, the chan
attitudes of international p
any appreciation of the pr
are rather the outcome of
sumed by the Arab nation 
its readiness to give battle 
October War (of 1973) and
ment of oil as a weapon pl
tors.

In 1971 and 1972, we
men who did not understa
October War, some Iraqi o
Arab brothers and raised th
weapon. But our efforts bo
earlier, Iraq submitted, at 
Defence Council, a plan for
as a weapon. But our propo
derision and the plan was s



The Historical 
Imperatives of 
Feb. 8 Revolutio

by our Political Commentator

The Revolution of July 14, 1958, was acclaim­ a result small and mediu



During his visit to the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research on February 7, President Bakr 
discussed relevant matters with the Minister, Dr. Mohammed Sadeq al-Mashat.

President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr visiting the Museum of the Arab Baath Socialist Party in Baghdad on the 
occasion of the February 8 Revolution.

Mr. Saddam Hussein, Vice Chairman of RCC, received Mr. Marcelino Oreja, the Spanish Foreign Minister, 
during the latter’s recent visit to Baghdad.

Yugoslav Foreign Trade Minister Mr. Emeil Lodirkar (first on right) holding talks with Mr. Hassan Ali, the 
Internal Trade and Acting Foreign Trade Minister of Iraq (first on left) in Baghdad on February 2.



A Lesson From Feb. 8  by 
Revolution

It is no exaggeratio
which elapsed since Febr
to some new historical 
of the Arab struggle for 
new goals to be achieved



The countryside in Iraq, where 
some 40 per cent of the popula­
tion live , is constantly being the 
subject of thorough and deep 
studies by all concerned The 
political Report of the 8th. Reg­
ional Congress of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party has laid down the 
basic rules for the development 
of the agricultural sector in the 
country. It is in the light of these 
rules that the guidlines for deve­
loping this, sector during 1977 
have been drawn up.

AGRICULTURAL OUTLINE FOR 1977

Higher net yield 
Improved quality 
B etter coordination

The 1977 outline seeks to im­
prove the quality and increase 
the quantity of production of agri­
cultural and animal resources. 
The aim is to ensure a more effic­
ient response to the requirements 
of the people, particularly in res­
pect of foodstuff, and to provide 
bigger quantities of raw materials 
for the national industry. This 
calls for increasing the net yield 
of agriculture and directing sub­
stantial parts thereof to produc­
tive accumulation and expansion 
of reproduction. Changing the pre­
sent set-up of agricultural pro­
duction in a planned manner with 
a view to increasing the propor­
tion in-which the industrial pro­
duction contributes, both volume 
and value, to the gross product, 
is also essential to achieve the

The 1977 plans envisage the 
cultivation of a minimum of 14.5 
million donums (a donum is 2500

s.m) of land with agricultural 
crops in the flow and rain irri­
gated areas north of the rain line. 
This would include six million 
donums of wheat in state farms, 
one million in pioneer farms and 
five million in other fertile flow- 
irrigated and rain-irrigated lands, 
four million donums of barley, one 
million three hundred thousand 
donums of fodder and legume 
crops, five hundred thousand 
donums rice, seven hundred fifty 
thousand donums summer and 
winter vegetables, three hundred 
fifty thousand donums cotton.

The selection of land for each 
crop is done according to geo­
graphical specialization, and the 
nature of the land. The selection 
of the crop is in each area, based 
on preference according to yield 
of each production unit (donum) 
by selecting the area with the 
high productivity for five years at 
least.

ANIMAL RESOURCES

The increase in animal resour­
ces. and the improvement of 
their breed are also envisaged in 
the 1977 outlook. This may be 
best achieved by developing irri­
gated pastures, providing potable 
water in the desert areas and 
other areas of range lands. For 
this purpose, new water wells 
may be dug, and present ones 
well maintained, and rain water 
stored. Concentrated fodder pro­
duction should also be increased.

More specifically, the following 
measures may be statec1 as es­
sential in the process of develop­
ing animal resources:

1. Attending more to the ques­
tion of increasing the number of 
females, encouraging twins, and 
preliminary selection.

2. Expanding the veterinary 
services and intensifying pre­
ventive measures, and conduct­
ing a general disease survey.

3. Spreading artificial insemi­
nation especially in areas of live­
stock concentrations.

4. Completing the construction 
of slaughter houses included 
among the major projects.

5. Expanding breeding improv­
ed cows in state farms and col­
lective projects.

6. Preparing a scientific plan to 
build artificial hatcheries on 
water surfaces such as lakes and 
rivers, and spreading modern fish 
breeding in specialized farms, and 
using marshes to inciease fish 
quantities. The target is to pro­
vide a minimum of 50,000 tons 
of river and sea fish for local con-

7. Maximum utilization of the 
production poteniality available at 
the poultry, animal production 
and fodder projects belonging to 
the state sector.

8. Expanding the building of 
collective schemes for breeding 
and fattening sheep chicken, 
calfs and for honey collection, 
and utilizing their production po­
tentiality.

9. Encouraging breeding useful 
insects, and laying down the 
bases for their improvement.

HORTICULTURE AND FORESTS

The 1977 plan includes the 
growng of a minimum of 10,000 
donums of orchards in state 
farms, and in those of the coope­
rative sector. Other targets in­
clude planting a minimum of 
seven million trees for fruits, 22 
million for forests, developing the 
growing of olive trees, increasing 
artificial forests , promoting exist­
ing ones, building oases, terra­
ces, planting trees on road sides, 
and building up green belts.

On the question of agricultural 
cooperation and guidance it is 
pertinent to mention here that the 
second Iraqi conference on Agri­
cultural Cooperation held in mid 
1976 decided to combine efforts, 
avoid duplication and scattering 
of potentialities, and to have a 
cooperation coordination council 
with a view to developing the 
machinery responsible for co­
operative awareness and train­
ing. The conference, inter alia re­
commended that balance bet­
ween animal and plant produc­
tion within the framework of the 
states' agricultural policy should

be realized and collective owner­
ships of animal resources en­
couraged. These recommenda­
tions also stressed the signific­
ance of developing rural indus­
tries in the agricultural coopera­
tives and collective farms and es­
tablishing cooperatives speciali­
zation in cattle breeding.

MARKETING AND LOANS

In respect of marketing and 
loans the 1977 outline aims at 
the following:

1. Developing the existing 
wholesale markets and supplying 
them with scales, land, building 
and other requirements.

2. Building new convenient 
wholesale markets in governor­
ate centres, and building a num­
ber of delivery centres in the im­
portant areas, and providing them 
with all the necessities.

3. Providing sufficient packag­
ing facilities in time.

4. Organizing the activities of 
the agents (relations).



5. Ensuring the quality of the 
agricultural commodities supplied 
to the market, and eliminating 
their scarcity and prices loading, 
and providing the required stores 
and godowns.

6. Stressing the significance of 
the role of the agricultural co­
operatives in the marketing pro­
cess of the agricultural products.

IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE

The 1977 outlook aims at ad­
opting a general plan for the irri­
gation, drainage and land recla 
mation in coordination with the 
Ministry of Irrigation and the 
State Organization of Soil and 
Land Reclamation on the one 
hand, and between them and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrar­
ian Reform on the other, in such 
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F A C T S  A B O U T  P A L E S T I N E

A  F a b u l o u s  5 0 8 5 2  T o r t u r e  V i c t i m s

E v e n  t h e  " I s r a e l i s "  l e t  i t  o u t  s o m e t i m e s .  T h e y 
m i g h t  b e  b e n t  o n  c o w i n g  t h e  r e s t  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e y 
s a y  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  c a r e .  A n y h o w ,  r e p o r t s 
o f  t h i s  k i n d  a r e  b e s t  r e g a r d e d  a s  v e r y  s e r i o u s ,  e s ­
p e c i a l l y  w h e n  s o m e b o d y  l i k e  H a ' e e m  L e v y ,  t h e  c h i e f 
o f  o f f i c i a l  Z i o n i s t  e x e c u t i o n e r s ,  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s 
t h e m .

H a ' e e m  L e v y ,  k n o w n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a l l 
" I s r a e l i "  j a i l s ,  r e c e n t l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  e x a c t  f i g u r e 
o f  t h e  A r a b  d e t a i n e e s  i n  o c c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n e  i s 
5 0 8 5 2 ,  a t  l e a s t ,  u p  t o  t h e  2 n d  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 7 . 
3 2 2 7 ,  h e  a d d e d ,  w e r e  t h e  " h u n t "  a c h i e v e d  l a s t 
y e a r .

I t  m i g h t  b e  i m a g i n e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  Z i o n i s t s  — 
f r o m  1 9 4 8  o n  —  h a v e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  h a b i t  o f  c o n s ­
t r u c t i n g  j a i l s  i n  s u c h  r a s h  —  e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  s e t t l e ­
m e n t s  —  t h e  A r a b s  w h o  " l i v e "  i n  t h o s e  j a i l s  a r e 
w e l l  o f f  a n d  h a v e  s o m e  m o v i n g  s p a c e .  A s  a  m a t t e r 
o f  f a c t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  o t h e r w i s e :  t h e  " I s r a e l i "  c a l c u l a ­
t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  p r o v e d  a  c o m p l e t e  f a i l u r e ,  a t 
l e a s t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  s o  m a n y  d e t a i n e e s .  T h u s 
w h a t  L e v y  s a i d  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  e n o u g h  w a s  t h a t 
t h e  a v e r a g e  s p a c e  g i v e n  t o  e a c h  A r a b  d e t a i n e e  b y 
n o  m e a n s  e x c e e d s  2 . 2  s . m .  T h i s ,  a s  w e  k n o w ,  i s 
m u c h  l e s s  t h a n  9 . 9  s . m .  a l l o w e d  f o i  a n y  p r i s o n e r 
a n y w h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  A r a b  d e t a i n e e s 
w h o  w e r e  n o t  u n f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  ‘ r e s i d e n t s ' 
o f  A s q a l a n  j a i l  ( n e a r e s t  t o  o c c u p i e d  G a z a  a n d  c o n ­
f i r m e d  b y  R e d  C r o s s  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  o v e r c r o w d e d 
p r i s o n  a s  y e t  k n o w n )  s h o u l d  a l s o  f e e l  b e t t e r  t h a n 
t h e i r  f e l l o w  d e t a i n e e s  i n  t h a t  v e r y  j a i l .  H a ’ e e m  L e v y 
e v e n  s a i d  t h i s ,  t h a t  i n  A s q a l a n  j a i l  l e s s  t h a n  1  s . m . 
i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  t h e r e  f o r  e a c h  d e t a i n e e !

W e  m i g h t  n o w  b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  7 0 
d a y s  n o w  a  h u n g e r  s t r i k e  i n  A s q a l a n  —  w h o s e  r e ­
c e i v i n g  c a p a c i t y  d o e s  n o t  e x c e e d  7 0 0  p r i s o n e r s  — 
h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  n o n s t o p  a n d  t h a t  t h i s ,  t h e  l o n g e s t 
h u n g e r  s t r i k e  e v e r  a n n o u n c e d ,  h a s  s p r e a d  l i k e  f i r e 
t o  c o v e r  t h e  e n d l e s s  n u m b e r  o f  j a i l s  w h i c h  a r e  a 
c o m m o n p l a c e  s i g h t  i n  t h e  " d e m o c r a t i c  I s r a e l ”  ( s i c ) 
o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  w o r l d .

T h o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  c o m m o n  r u n  p r a c t i c e  o f 
A r a b  d e t a i n e e s  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  ‘ I s r a e l i ’  b r u t a l i t y ,

t h e  c u r r e n t  h u n g e r  s t r i k e  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  o n  5  J a n ­
u a r y ,  1 9 7 7 ,  h a s  c o m e  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  v i o l e n t  a n d 
m o s t  p e r s i s t e n t  o f  a l l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f o r m s  o f  r e ­
p r e s s i o n  t h e  ' I s r a e l i s '  h a d  r e s o r t e d  t o  r a n g e d  f r o m 
t h e  o r d i n a r y  t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  d e t a i n e e s  t o  o t h e r  p l a c e s 
t o  t h e  s o m e t i m e s  e x t r a  v i o l e n t  s h o c k  s e s s i o n s  a n d

o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  b r u t a l i t y .  O f  c o u r s e  a s  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e 
r e s u l t  w a s  d e a t h ,  b l i n d n e s s  a n d  p a r a l y s i s  o f  t e n s  o f 
A r a b  d e t a i n e e s .  A  m o s t  n o t o r i o u s  w a y  t o  e n d 
h u n g e r  a n d  s i m i l a r  s t r i k e s  i n  I s r a e l '  i s  t o  s t r i p  b o t h 
t h e  d e t a i n e e  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  —  u s u a l l y  a 
f e m a l e  —  a n d  t o  s t a r t  d e g r a d i n g  h e r ,  i n  h i s  - p r e ­
s e n c e ,  t h r o u g h  s e x u a l  p e r v e r s i o n .  ( T h J s  m e t h o d 
p r o v e d  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s o m e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a n d  w h e t h e r  t o  e n d  s t r i k e s 
o r  n o t ,  t o r t u r e  i s  s o  c u s t o m a r y  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e 
' I s r a e l i s '  i n v e n t  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A r a b 
d e t a i n e e s  a r e  b o u n d  t o  d i e  o f  h u n g e r ) .

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s p a c e  i n  ‘ I s r a e l i ’  j a i l s 
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e  d e t a i n e e s '  u p ­
r i s i n g .  H o w e v e r ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  i f  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  u n ­
d e r f e d  p e r s o n s  w e r e  k e p t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  m o s t  i n ­
s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  e v e r ,  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  p r o b a b i l i t y 
o f  r h e u m a t i s m ,  e a r ,  e y e  a n d  s k i n  d i s e a s e s  b e c o m e s 
i n v a r i a b l y  h i g h .  S t o m a c h  u l c e r  d u e  t o  b a d  f o o d  a n d 
h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  n e a r l y  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m a ­
l a d y ;  a n d  t h e  e x t r e m i t y  o f  c o l d  a n d  h e a t  t o g e t h e r 
w i t h  t h e  s e v e r a l - t i m e s - a - d a y  " i n s p e c t i o n  r a i d s ” 
l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  t o r t u r e  r o o m s ,  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a c ­
t o r s  w h i c h  i n s t i g a t e d  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  t o  a n n o u n c e 
t h e i r  s t r i k e .
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M i c k  A s h l e y ’ s  O p e n 
L e t t e r  t o  B r i t i s h  C h i e f 
R a b b i

M r .  M i c k  A s h l e y ,  t h e  r e n o w n e d  B r i t i s h 
J e w i s h  w r i t e r  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  M e m b e r  o f  t h e 
L a b o u r  M i d d l e  E a s t  C o u n c i l ,  w r o t e  t o  u s  o n 
J a n u a r y  3  l a s t  a n d  e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  p r e ­
v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  o p e n  l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e 
B r i t i s h  C h i e f  R a b b i .  B e l o w  w e  p r i n t  h i s  l e t t e r 
t o  u s  a n d  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  o p e n  l e t t e r :

D e a r  S i r ,

I  r e a d  w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  i n  y o u r 
I s s u e  o f  D e c e m b e r  1 - 1 5 ,  a n d  t h e  a r t i c l e  b y  K a d h i m 
J a w a d  o n  Z i o n i s t  r a c i s m .  A s  a  l i f e - l o n g  a n t i - Z i o n i s t 
o f  J e w i s h  p a r e n t a g e  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  m a i n  s t r e n g t h 
o f  Z i o n i s t  p r o p a g a n d a  h a s  b e e n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s e l l 
Z i o n i s m  a s  a  p r o g r e s s i v e  f o r c e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e 
t i m e  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a s  i n ­
t r u d e r s  b e n t  o n  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  p e a c e .  T h e r e  i s 
t h e r e f o r e  a  p r o f o u n d  n e e d  t o  o p e n  t h e  e a r s  o f  m y 
c o u n t r y m e n  ( a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d )  s o  t h a t 
t h e y  m a y  l i s t e n  t o  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e 
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  t h e  A r a b  s t a t e s 

w h o s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  o c c u p i e d  b y  “ I s r a e l ” . 
I t  i s  r a c i s m  a n d  a  d e n i a l  o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  f o r  a n 
i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  t o  s e c o n d  c l a s s  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e i r 
h o m e l a n d ;  i t  i s  i n f a m o u s  t h a t  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  e x i l e s 
s h o u l d  b e  d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e t u r n  h o m e  b y  i m ­
m i g r a n t s  w h o  h a v e  s e t t l e d  t h e r e .

I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a  c o p y  o f  a n  O p e n  L e t t e r  I 
h a d  p u b l i s h e d  l a s t  y e a r  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l .  A p r i l .  1 9 7 6  i n  w h i c h  I  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  B r i ­
t i s h  C h i e f  R a b b i  o n  . t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  Z i o n i s t  r a c i s m 
a n d  a g g r e s s i o n .  H e  d i d  n o t  r e p l y .

I m u s t  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s a y  h o w  i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  I f i n d  y o u r  m a g a z i n e ,  a n d  I a m  m o s t  g r a t e ­
f u l  t o  t h e  P r e s s  A t t a c h e ' s  O f f i c e  i n  L o n d o n  f o r  s e n d ­
i n g  m e  c o p i e s ” . I n c i d e n t a l l y .  I a m  a n  E x e c u t i v e 
M e m b e r  o f  t h e  L a b o u r  M i d d l e  E a s t  C o u n c i l .

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y , 
M i c k  A s h l e y .

D e a r  R a b b i ,

Y o u  w e r e  r e c e n t l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  o n  t h e  B B C 2 
p r o g r a m m e  N e w s d a y ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  y o u  s a i d  t h a t 
i t  w a s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  J e w  n o t  t o  b e 
Z i o n i s t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  y o u  d i d  n o t  m a k e  i t  c l e a r 
w h e t h e r  y o u  w e r e  s p e a k i n g  a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h e r 
o r  a  l a y m a n  m a k i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  T h e 
d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s 
l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  m o d e r n  Z i o n i s m  i s  a  p o l i t i c a l  d o c ­
t r i n e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  b e e n  c l o t h e d  i n  a  r e l i g i o u s

T h e  g a g g i n g  o f  A r a b  v o i c e  i n  o c c u p i e d  P a l e s t i n e

t o p  c o a t .  T h e  l a t e  C h i e f  R a b b i  A d l e r  s a i d  t h a t  a 
J e w  i s  t h e  s a m e  a s  h i s  c o m p a t r i o t s  e x c e p t  f o r  h i s 
r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o u r  l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  i n 
B r i t a i n .  B u t  y o u r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a  J e w  m u s t  b e  a 
Z i o n i s t ,  w h i c h  t o  t h e  n o n - J e w  c o u l d  h a v e  a p p e a r e d 
a s  a  r e l i g i o u s  f a c t ,  p l a c e s  t h e  J e w  i n  t h e  u n i q u e 
p o s i t i o n  o f  b e i n g  d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h i s  o w n  p o l i ­
t i c a l  j u d g e m e n t s  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a  B r i t i s h  J e w , 
i m p l i e s  s o m e  a u t o m a t i c  l o y a l t y  t o  “ I s r a e l ” . I t  i s  a 
v i e w  w h i c h  h a s  i n h i b i t e d  m a n y  n o n - J e w s  f r o m 

e x p r e s s i n g  a n  o p i n i o n  o n  Z i o n i s m  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
m i s t a k e n  b e l i e f  t h a t  t o  b e  a n t i - Z i o n i s t  w a s  t o  b e 
a n t i s e m i t i c .  I w o u l d  h o p e  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d 
c l a r i f y  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t ,  m a k i n g  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e
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PO ETRY

The Em igrant M
by Shafeeq el-Kamaii

Yesterday you came into my mind.
Night loosened its plaits, and the bluish ebony 

flowed down.
On the shoulders of our garden raising, in 

silence of wishes,
Reanimation waking what slumbered under the 

ashes left by passion.

Who said wormwood
Has interwoven by our h
And the neighing of pon
Of Sanaah?
When, Tower of Ramlah

the desert sun raise?
In Karkh a woman, was 



Only T ru th
Shall Reign Supr
In treating the Arab central issues the Party 

and the Revolution were always starting from 
balanced evaluation which cannot be swept away 
by casual currents, irrespective of their velocity 
and cannot be blurred by storms of dust or mist, 
no matter how dense The Party and the Revolu­
tion were always in the heart of the march of Arab 

FACTS AND ILLUSIONS —
EDITORIAL

Since the cease-fire o
War until today, almost te
for those options which hav
the central Arab issue by 



which they pin their hopes cannot realise what 
they aspired for.

These masses, as expected, may not rationally 
evaluate the course of the policies or they may 
assess them primarily instinctively, for the reason 
that in supporting such policies they look for 
"milk and honey" promptly. Yet if such policies 
fail to provide them "milk and honey", the masses 
turn against the makers of these policies and be­
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