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mon ownership of all citizens where everything is 
devoted to their well-being, it behoves everyone 
to discharge his responsibilties in fu ll with high 
zeal and persevering seriousness.

STRONG IDEOLOGICAL SHIELD

The present stage in the development of the 
Revolution demands strong ideological shield in 
theory and practice — on the part of every citizen 
and every segment or institution of this society. 
The imperialist forces have been, and still are, de
vising various ways and means for infiltrating pro
gressive regimes and experiences in order to 
weaken their ideological moorings and to spread 
thoughts, values and practices that lead to the 
isolation of such regimes from the masses of the 
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the same time America proceeds along with its 
set role to break the Arab will for struggle, divide 
the Arab ranks and draw the Arab parties from one 
concession into another. In this, it pursues various 
methods leading to the perpetuation of Zionist oc
cupation year after year.

The Arab parties responsible for this state of 
affairs failed to take a courageous pause for eva
luating the past experience and choosing a sound 
national line. Contranly. they persist in following 
the same erroneous and unsuccessful line, which 
they have been adamantly following regardless 
of past lessons Facts of life show beyond any 
doubt that our rights, which had been usurped by 
brute force, intimidation and treachery, cannot be 
regained through such futile methods and policies. 
Only through an honest and firm renunciation of the 
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President Ahmed Hassan al- 
Bakr and RCC Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Saddam Hussein received a 
host of congratulatory cables 
from heads of states and govern

Celebrations
he month of July mark- 
ed the anniversary of 

I  two glorious revolu
tions, the first was the 19th an
niversary of the July 14, 1958, 
Revolution which toppled the 
monarchy in Iraq, and the second 
was the 9th anniversary of the 
July 17 Revolution which ended 
dictatorship and rightist rule.

On this occasion, on behalf of 
President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, 
Vice-President Taha Muhyeddin 
Maarouf laid a wreath at the Un
known Soldier's Monument, The 
ceremony was attended by mem

bers of the Revolution Command 
Council, Ministers, senior go
vernment officials, heads of dip
lomatic missions and military at
taches accredited to Iraq.

To mark the occasions the 
Iraqi officials in Baghdad and 
other governorates inaugurated 
a number of projects. The founda
tion stones of several develop
ment projects were also laid. The 
cost of these projects was es
timated at about 250 million Iraqi 
Dinars (840 million US dollars) 
covering various industrial, agri
cultural, health, educational and 
public services fields.

ments of the Revolution for "the 
Iraqi Arab and Kurdish people". 
The Iraqi Communist Party in its 
cable expressed high confidence 
in the potentials of the Iraqi peo
ple and the national forces for

for defeating all suspicious 
schemings worked out by imper

ialist, Zionist and reactionary 

forces against stability and so
vereignty of the Iraqi people.

Marking the anniversary of 14 

and 17 July revolutions the 3rd 
Arab Youth festival took place 
in Iraq from 5 to 15 July.



Youth Activities to 
Promote Arab Unity

T he 3rd Arab Youth Fes
tival which was attend
ed by some 3500 youths 

from 15 Arab countries conclud
ed on July 15.

and members of the Arab Diplo
matic Corps in Baghdad.

In his concluding address Iraqi 
Youth Minister Mr. Karim Mah
moud Hussein said the festival 
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by Our Political Analyst

Begin's Multi
million Dollar 
“Peace” Proposals

T hree major news items emanated from the 
US capital recently regarding the pros
pects of Middle East peace. These are:

a) Mr. Cyrus Vance, the U.S Secretary of 
State, will embark on another round of shuttle dip
lomacy in the area.

b) Mr Jimmy Carter, the U.S. President, ex
presses the hope that the Geneva Conference could 
be reconvened by October next.

c) Mr. Menachem Begin, the Prime Minister 
of "Israel", wants to conclude separate peace 





Report by
Mick Ashley

Oil prosperity lubricates 
the drive towards 
a domestic socialist goal

S
addam Hussein, Vice- 
Chairman of Iraq's Re
volution Command

Council, has summarised the
aims of the country with the
declaration that "we want an
independent, liberated, socialist 
Iraq".

The successful 1968 Revolu
tion, led by the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, created the poli
tical conditions for a planned 
development leading to a social
ist society, and the 1972 and 
1973 nationalisation of all Iraq's 
oil resources has provided the 
financial resources to take plans 
off the drawing board.

The moral basis for this Iraqi 
attempt to find an Arab road to 
socialism is found in the use of 
the name "Baath", which can be
interpreted as "renaissance", im-
plying that the Baath Party has 
the belief that a modern socialist 
society can be built on traditional 
Arab values.

The women of Iraq, however, 
must be pleased that some tra
ditions have been discarded.
They seem to be in control of 
most of Baghdad’s petrol sta
tions and also form a size
able proportion of the medical 
profession. Equal pay for the 
same work is guaranteed by law. 
and the young women I saw 
working alongside male student 
engineers in a vocational training 
college suggested that they were 
branching out into many new 
fields.

Except for the more remote

country areas, polygamy is tne 
exception ratner man me ru>e 
And, it there is any discrimina
tion in industry, it appears to 
favour women. The Labour Law 
No. 151 of 1970, which governs 
conditions of work, etc., declares 
that "women may not be em
ployed in jobs the conditions of 
which are hard and harmful' .

The trade union movement is 
organised within the framework 
and leadership of the General 
Federation of Trade Unions, 
which co-operates with the au
thorities in the preparation of 
laws to safeguard and improve 
working conditions. There is al
ready in existence the compre
hensive Law No. 39 of 1971 
which safeguards "Workers 
Pensions and Social Security’ 
The unions also involve them 
selves in social activity, and the 
trade union movement has its 
own theatre and weekly maga
zine and also publishes material 
of a general educational nature, 
all printed on its own press.

The authorities appear to main
tain a fairly tight rein on prices 
of essential foods, with curreni 
prices being publicised on televi
sion. and radio and In the news
papers. There appears to be no 
shortage of food, although one 
woman did tell me that there 
were occasional difficulties which 
meant a little more shopping ar
ound to get what she wanted.

The authorities are also trying 
to stop the drift into the towns by 
improving the social facilities for

the country's five million rural 
population, who are needed to 
farm Iraq's 23 million donum (1 
donum equals 2,500 square 
metres) of arable land.

The 1975 collapse of the 
"Kurdish isurgency" led by Mus
tapha Barzani has brought a sta
bility to Kurdistan which has 
freed the whole of Iraq to con
centrate on constructive plans 
for the future. It has also meant 
that the authorities have been 
able to implement the 1974 Law 
of Autonomy for the Kurdish 
Region, which gives the Kurds a 
great deal of independence with
in the framework of the Iraqi na
tional structure.

The Law of Autonomy pro
vides for a separate budget for 
the region, makes Kurdish the 
language of education for the 
Kurds (Arabic is also taught), 
and gives the Executive the au
thority for independent planning. 
The chairman of the Executive 
Council of the Autonomous 
Region, Hashim Hassan, assured 
me that money from the central 
authorities was not given for 
specific projects but was freely 
put at the disposal of the region.

I saw ample visual evidence 
of rebuilding to confirm his claim 
that they were engaged in a mas
sive rebuilding campaign, and 
that the authorities were coping 
quite well with the thousands of 
Kurds returning home. The 
scores of Kurd:sh families I saw 
enjoying a holiday picnic in a 
former battle area underlined the 
general impression of a return 
to normality.

Kurdistan has been a back
ward rural area. The record 1977 
budget announced by Mr. Has
san appears to confirm his state
ment to me that ample funds 
were being made available for 
developments in the region. In 
addition to this budget there is 
also revenue from local taxes.
etc.

He outlined plans for the rep
lacement of the feudal structure 
by a more socialist one, able to 
modernise farming, encourage 
industry and expand tourism, all 
on the basis of a more equitable 
educational system which will 
allow Kurdish talent to develop.

The degree of independence 
and executive responsibility now 
enjoyed by Kurdistan should 
make it difficult for an obstruc
tive opposition to find a political 
basis for separating the Iraqi 
Kurds from their Arab compa
triots, particularly as the Kurdish 
Democratic Party is involved at 
all levels with national planning. 
The end of the insurgency and 
the implementation of the Auto
nomy Law has given the Govern
ment the freedom to concentrate 
on internal developments in tho 
whole country.

Sabah Kachachi, the Adviser 
for Industrial Affairs at the Minis
try of Planning, told me that, by 
1980, about 80 per cent of Iraq's 
economy would be in public 
ownership, leaving only the ser
vice industries in private hands. 
This would, of course, provide 
the Government with the econo
mic base for a socialist Iraq. That 
this was the intention of the 
Baath Party was underlined by 
Zuhair al-Kaderi, Director of the 
Baath Party's Foreign Relations 
pan-Arab Leadership, when he 
made it clear to me that "Iraqi 
socialism is not for export, but 
we intend making it  work here".

Since Mr. Kachachi had al
ready assured me that Jraq could 
maintain the current production 
of oil for the next 100 years, it 
seems that there will be enough 
finance available to lubricate the 
wheels of change as Iraq moves 
towards its socialist goal.

Courtesy: 'Tribune' 
June 17, 1977
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by Marion Woolfson

The Great Disillusionment
large headline on the front page of the 
Jewish Chronicle of March 18 said: 
"Soviet Jews fear pogrom". The follow

ing week, the Jewish Chronicle announced that 
"Services on behalf of Soviet Jews were held at 
a number of churches in London and the pro- 
.inoos including Westminster Abbey and West
minster Cathedral. The services were first sug
gested by the Women's Campaign for Soviet 
Jewry".

Practically every week, the Jewish Chronicle 
writes about "the persecution" of Soviet Jews, 
yet in an article headed "Jew tipped to take over 
from Kosygin", the London newspaper. The Guard
ian wrote, on June 28 last year that "Mr. Beniamin 
E. Dymshitz, the only Jew in the Soviet leadership, 
was involved in a minor government reshuffle today 
which could put him in line for succession to Mr. 
Kosygin as Prime Minister".

Also, on July 9 last year, the Jewish Chronicle 
reported that "The Soviet Union's only Jewish cos
monaut, Colonel Boris Volynov is in command of 
the two-man Soyuz-21 spacecraft launched on 
Tuesday The Jewish Chronicle was the first 
Western newspaper to point out that Colonel Voly
nov is a Jew in January. 1 1969. when he made his 
first space flight in command of Soyuz-5 which 
took part in the first link-up in space".

On the one hand, the Zionists cannot resist 
pointing out the achievements of Soviet Jews, and, 
on the other, they feel it is their duty to pretend 
that Jews are being "persecuted” in the Soviet 
Union.

The reason for this is that the Zionists are 
desperate to find Jewish settlers for a state from 
which more and more Jews are emigrating each 
year. Western Jews refused to emigrate to "Israel", 
the Arab countries (Iraq was a pioneer in this field) 
are beginning to invite their Jews to return, and 
so the Zionists have been using the most extreme 
methods to persuade" the Soviet Jews to emi
grate. All kinds of pressures are put on Western 
governments and expensive press and publicity 
campaings are carried out.

A large number of Jews have left the Soviet 
Union, it is true, but what is worrying the Zionists 
is the number of Soviet Jews who are leaving 
"Israel" or refusing to go there.

On January 7. 1973, the British newspaper, 
the Sunday Express, published a report on "The 
Russian Jews who say they want to go back". 
This quoted Abrahm Getz, a 46-year-old Soviet Jew 
in Vienna who said: "I have been a fool, just a 
dumb fool". The report added: "Leaving his wife 
and child in Riga, Abrahm paid £ 500 to emigrate 
to ’Israel'. That was 12 months ago. But after nine 
months in Jaffa, he decided that life in the Soviet 
Republic of Latvia was much sweeter than anything 
Israel could offer him..."

The Guardian of April 30, 1973. reported that 
“ eighteen Russian Jews who emigrated to ’Israel' 
but later sought to return to the Soviet Union, have 
left Vienna for home after waiting in some cases 
nearly two years for re-entry permits, Jewish sour
ces said today. About 100 Soviet Jews returning 
from Israel are still in Vienna waiting for permis
sion to re-enter Russia...

"About 140 Soviet Jews who emigrated to 
'Israel' but changed their minds are living in Rome...

"The returning Jews stranded in Vienna are 
living close to subsistence levels... They complain 
that, Jewish welfare organisations have ignored 
them."

Similar stories were told by the London Daily 
Telegraph ("Soviet Jews beg to go home after 
disillusion with life in Israel". January 15, 1973), 
The London Times ("Road back is story for Soviet 
Jews who rejected ‘Israel’: Vienna’s 80 odd men 
out". February 13. 1973), The London Sunday Time 
("Scandal of the Jews who want to return to 
Russia." February 4, 1973).

The Jewish Chronicle of September 13, 1974 
under the heading of "Hundreds of Soviet Jev 
pour into Belgium" reported from Brussels that 
"some 30 Soviet Jews have been arriving in Belg
ium every day from 'Israel', some of them direct 
and others from France. West Germany and Italy. 
The more than 600 already here are being accom
modated in the seaside resort of Westend by a 
Roman Catholic charitable organisation".

Nine Soviet Jews who attempted to enter 
Britain after having left ‘Israel’ were refused permis
sion to enter by immigration officers at London's 
Heathrow Airport in October, 1974. According to 
the Jewish Chronicle of October 18, 1974, "Jewish 
relief and welfare organisations in London refused

to help any of the families on the ground that they 
could not be classified as refugees, their original 
place of refuge being 'Israel'...".

On November 30, 1974, The Guardian re
ported that there were "500 Soviet Jews in West 
Berlin." On January 9, 1975, The Guardian said 
that: "The West Berlin Senate has taken steps to 
deter any more Soviet Jews from settling in the 
city. By the beginning of December about 500 had 
arrived in West Berlin with the intention of staying 
there".

On June 20, 1975, the Jewish Chronicle re
ported that "1,800 Soviet Jews arrived in United 
States ".

"Almost nine out of every ten Soviet Jews to 
emigrate to 'Israel' end up wanting to return to the 
Soviet Union, Russian authorities claim", said The 
Guardian of February 7, 1976, adding that "only a 
very small proportion of Soviet Jews were taken in 
by Zionist propaganda — and that even they even
tually realised the truth "  The report concerned 
seven Soviet Jews 'who all said they had returned 
to the Soviet Union from Israel disillusioned by 
what they had seen’’.

On February 12, 1976, The Guardian reported 
from Brussels that "four Soviet Jews who had in
tended to emigrate to ‘ Israel’ told a press confer
ence here today they had been duped by 'Zionist 
propaganda' and wanted to return to the Soviet 
Union."

"Soviet Jews spurn Israel" was the heading 
of another article in The Guardian of May 3, 1976 
which stated that the proportion of Soviet Jewish 
emigrants who "dropped out" in Vienna instead 
of going to Israel rose, the previous month, to a 
record 60%.

Another British newspaper. The Daily Tele
graph reported, from New York on June 4. 1976, 
that a Jewish group had complained "that other 
world Jewish relief organisations were ostracising 
Soviet Jewish refugees who had been unable to 
settle in "Israel".

"The refugees were now in 'dire straits' in 
Ostia Lido near Rome. Thirty of them have begun 
a hunger strike to press for visas to travel to the 
United States. The Jews were allowed by the 
Soviet authorities to travel to Israel two years 
ago but they left 'Israel' and went to Italy seeking 
United States visas.

"Rabbi Chaim Stauber, chairman of the New 
York group, the Rav Tov Committee, said: These 
unformtunate human beings are being ostracised 
by the established Jewish relief organisations...

because they have first tried and made a genuine 
attempt at settling in ‘Israel’ but, fo' reasons bey
ond their control, failed.”

He added: "If such organisations, who raise 
millions of dollars in America to aid Soviet Jewish 
refugees, continue with this misguided policy, is 
it any wonder that more than 60 per cent of Rus
sian Jewish emigrants arriving in Vienna are now 
refusing to continue on to Israel?"

Yet another British newspaper. The Observer, 
reported from Jerusalem on September 26, 1976. 
that "The ‘Israeli’ Government and leaders of Ame
rican Jewry are considering ways of making it 
harder for Soviet Jewish emigrants to drop out 
when they reach Vienna and fly to the United 
States instead of Israel .. anything from 40 to 60 
per cent of them never intend to come to ‘Israel’. 
As soon as they arrive in the West, they seek entry 
to the United States . A committee set up in July 
by the ‘Israeli’ Government, the Jewish Agency 
(which encourages and settles immigrants in 
Israel) and American Jewry, is due to report next 
month. It is expected to recommend withdrawing 
assistance from those who want to go to the U.S.’’.

On February 2. this year, The Guardian com
mented from Rome on the colony of between 500 
and 600 Soviet Jews who "did not like Israel and 
came to Rome about 18 months ago under the il
lusion that Rome would be the gateway to, Ame
rica for them..." The report added that "Rome’s 
Jewish community, a well-organised group of 
about 20,000 Italians, wants nothing to do with 
them".

Yet another British newspaper. The Sunday 
Times reported on February 20 this year that "A 
group of Soviet Jews, who emigrated to Israel, 
and are now stranded in Vienna hoping to return 
home, issued an appeal last week . They say their 
misfortunes began when, 'moved by our petty- 
bourgeois psychology, we emigrated to 'Israel' 
they found class struggle, human relations warped 
by the power of money and an inefficient govern
ment . and they were expected to become 'cannon 
fodder'. They realised that their true homeland was 
the Soviet Union."

The fact that the Soviet Jews who left 'Israel' 
are refused any assistance by the Zionist organisa
tions and are only helped by Jewish groups such 
as Rav Tov, which are strongly anti-Zionist. surely 
proves just how "humanitarian" Zionism is. It is 
not.She least bit interested in destitute Jews who 
have been duped by Zionism and is only concerned 
with Jews who are prepared to carry out a pro
gramme of settler-colonisation in Palestine.
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A R T S

_  ta Sabri is one of Iraq's 
leading painters. During 
a trip to the neighbour

hood of Mosul, northern Iraq, he 
was shocked to see the tradi
tional handicrafts disappear in a 
place where they had been flour
ishing even 15 years ago. The 
idea of setting up the Institute of 
Popular Arts and Handicrafts oc
curred to him. Ata Sabri had the 
necessary competence and in
fluence to make this task a suc

teachers in that art. Starting with 
terms of two months, these ses
sions, within a very short time, 
extended to four, then to six 
months, and finally to a complete 
academic year. „

In 1962, a second centre was 
opened for the teaching of pot
tery and ceramics. Then fol
lowed a third centre for sculp
ture and a fourth one for graphic 
arts.

These four centres were scat



by Sa'adi al-Hadrthi

T o understand folksongs 
and enjoy them, it is 
necessary to know the 

song in its original form, before 
it is touched by the hand that 
moves it far away from its spirit. 
By doing so, we put a sound 
foundation for creating the true

national song that holds the spirit 
of our people.

The Iraqi folksong, the legacy 
of the oldest culture of the 
world, has not been properly 
known. Here I intend to point 
out the factors that affect its 
shape. I found some of these 
songs performed in a certain 
style in the marshes of southern
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H IS T O R Y

o

uring the Abbasid times 
the Arabs had their 
own inventions and dis

coveries in medicine, geography, 
chemistry, physics, practical me
chanics and other scientific sub
jects. This article deals only with 
a particular branch of mechanics 
invented by Ismail Abul Iz Ibnul 
Razzaz al-Jazari.

In the 6th-7th century of Hijra 
this remarkable scientist came 
to be known to his people as an 
inventor. It is understood from 

How  Arabs
of Robots

By Majid al-Shams

hand there is a tcwel, a mirror 
and a comb. The well dressed 
youth is made of copper; the 
head made movable. The ewer 
is also made of copper.

Al-Jazari explains in detail 



Comoro: Target of
Destabilisation

O nce again the tiny state of Comoro has 
attracted attention of political observers. 
The aftermath of the abortive coup staged 

in June this year has added to the growing interest 
in this strategic archipelago.

Situated in the Indian Ocean, midway between 
African mainland and Malagasy, the archipelago is 
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