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T he Arab Baath Socialist Party (ABSP) ac
complished the revolution of July 17, 1968, 
in Iraq in the wake of serious reverses suf

fered by Arab revolutionary movement in its struggle 
against the Zionist-imperialist aggressors. The July 
17 Revolution, therefore, acted as a spark to ignite 
revolutionary fire afresh in the minds of the Arab 
masses.

The Party, during the past nine years, lived up 
to its commitment to the people and to its own 
ideology. The revolutionary possibilities that were 
opening up before itself consequent upon the seizure 
of power in one part of the Arab homeland were 
fully utilised by the Party. The party enriched itself 
through practising revolutionary theories in con
crete situations and developed the theories creati
vely in actual application.

A B SP-the A rch itec t of
M a’arouf Opens 
M arine Academy
on Navy

T h e  Iraqi Navy and
Coastal Force observed 
on July 1 the 40th an

niversary of its founding.
Established in 1937, the Iraqi 

naval force grew up steadily. 
From a mere four-warships force 
it has now developed into an im
portant bulwark of national de
fence. Though it has noticeably 
developed since the July 14, 1958 
Revolution which toppled the 
royal regime in Iraq, the real 
breakthrough of ns development 
came after the Revolution of 
July 17, 1968.

The political leadership of the 
July 17 Revolution pays spacial 
attention to the naval force and 
to its members from all aspects. 
Cadets are imparted highly ad
vanced knowledge and trained 
in modern technique.

As a result the standard of 
the naval force has substantially 
gone up since the past nine

Day
years. The Navy and Coastal 
Force has now achieved suffic
ient striking strength to safeguard 
and protect the sovereignty and 
security of our nation.

On the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Navy and Coastal Force, the 
first stage of the Gulf Academy 
for Marine Studies was opened 
in Basrah. On behalf of the Pre
sident, Vice-President Taha 
Muhyeddin Ma’arouf inaugurated 
the Academy.

Vice-President Ma’arouf in his 
inaugural address said: "Iraq will 
work, through its good relations 
with the countries overlooking 
the Arabian Gulf, for achieving 
prosperity and welfare of the 
sons of the region" He further 
said. "Iraq bears big responsibili
ties for this strategic area of our 
homeland and is aware of the 
dangers and covets facing its 
riches. Iraq is also working hard

to keep the region out of inter
national conflicts, imperialist am
bitions and ill-designs">

Mr. Ma’arouf added that Iraq 
would keep the door open for 
the sons of the nation to benefit 
from the Academy which is con
sidered one of the leading ma
rine academies in the Middle 
East region.

The opening ceremony was 
also attended by Transport 
Minister Mr. Aziz Rashid, Go
vernor of Basrah, high ranking 
military officers, Aiab Military 
Attaches in Baghdad and dele
gates from Egypt, Somalia, De
mocratic Yemen, Libya, the 
United Arab Emiratas and Kuwait.

The Academy has reserved 25 
per cent of its seats for the Arab 
countries in general and the 
Arabian Gulf countries in parti
cular. It has the following depart
ments:

(1) Higher Marine Studies, 
(2) Radar and wireless. (3) Ma
rine Vocational Training Centre, 
(4) Marine College, and (5) Mi
litary Marine School.

July 17 Revolution
by Our Political Analyst

The historical circumstances in which the Party 
was born on April 7, 1947, taught the party the 
precious lesson of being not only theoretical, but 
also empirical. In fact the Party’s strategic objec
tives of Unity, Freedom and Socialism were formu
lated by combining theory and empiricism.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The Arabs who hoped for regaining their na

tional unity and independence after four hundred 
years of domination by the Ottomans, found, to their 
utter dismay, their homeland divided up between 
the victorious Anglo-French powers at the end of 
World War I. The prospect of striking oil in Mosul 
areas of Iraq, the need for preserving the British in
terest in the newly found Persian oil fields and the 
urgency for protecting the British imperial rule over 
India and North Africa, prompted the British imper
ialists to tighten their control over the Near and 
Middle East. With a view to replacing the Ottomans 
as rulers the British imperialists collaborated with 
France. Czarist Russia and the Zionists and obtained 
the blessings of the United States. The Sykes-Picot 
Agreement of 1916 by which the Arab homeland 
was fragmented and the Balfour Declaration of 1917 
under which the Zionists were promised a "national 
home”  in Arab Palestine, were the results of this 
collaboration. The Arabs again lost the unity of 
their homeland and their urge for freedom remained



unfulfilled. With the establishment of "Israel", the 
Arabs not only lost part of Arab Palestine, but also 
found a spearhead of aggression and racism plan
ted right into their heart.

The ABSP. therefore, launched a determined 
struggle against imperialism and Zionism. The party 
steeled itself through hard and arduous struggle and 
in the process found out the correct ideology for 
the emancipation of Arab masses and for fulfilling 
their aspirations. The party's aims of realising unity, 
winning freedom and establishing socialism caught 
the imagination of the people. Its consistent support 
to the cause of the liberation of Palestine and re
covery of other Arab territories occupied by the 
Zionists during successive wars of aggression, were 
held in high esteem by the people as well as the 
Arab revolutionary fighters. The Party undertook 

The revolutionary charac
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the Kurdish question the ABSP simultaneously 
made painstaking efforts with other patriotic parties 
and forces to rebuild the national front which had 
broken down after 1958. To do this the ABSP was 
able to create an appropriate atmosphere for a de
mocratic dialogue; exchange of opinions was highly 
respected and sincerely listened to by all parties 
concerned This resulted in the introduction by the 
ABSP's Regional Leadership of ths draft of 
the "National Action Charter and the Statute and 
Rules of Work in the Progressive Patriotic and 
National Front" (PPNF).The Charter was approved 
by the intended patriotic and progressive parties 
in the Front to be officially pronounced by Pre
sident Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, Secretary of the 
ABSP Regional Leadership, on the eve of the fifth 
anniversary of July 17 Revolution, in 1973.

In his address to the nation on that occasion, 
President Bakr stated: "We affirm that the contin
ued discussion and dialogue during this period, 
though they sometimes brought forth some nega
tive aspects, were primarily the result of the faith
ful desire to ripen and deepen the understanding 
between patriotic parties. We do not want a front 
to be formed today and break down tomorrow. We 
want it to be a steadfast and perpetual front — one 
which has a strategic perspective and everlasting
strategic its. We want it to be a proper
model for all progressive patriotic forces in 
Arab homeland".

the

In his speech to the plenary meeting of the 
committees of the Progressive Patriotic and Na
tional Front on June 7. 1975. Mr. Saddam Hussein, 
Deputy Secretary of the ABSP's Regional Leader
ship, expounding the role of the From in building

"Many times we have been saying that we, 
namely the revolution with all its forces, its lines 
and strategic objectives, are even in reed of the in
fant. It goes without saying that the parties of the 
Progressive Patriotic and National Front are needed 
by the Revolution. The victory which was realized 
and in which all national forces had a role should 
be used as an additional means for consolidating 
tire comradely relations inside the Front to march 
forward with higher resoluteness in the field of 
realizing socialism and our policy of liberation".
FIGHT MONOPOLIES WITH A STEADFAST 
FRONT

With the democratic and peaceful solution to 
the Kurdish question and the formation of the 
Front — both made up a steadfast infrastructure 
of society ever seen in Iraq — the Government of 
July 17 Revolution, led by the ABSP, entered a 
decisive historic stage. One question preoccupying 
the minds of the people was how to conduct a real 
battle against oil monopolies, a "dragon" so for
midable that previous regimes found themselves 
unable to face up to because of the elite rule 
they were leaning upon and the lack of the 
masses' support for and confidence in their inten
tions. The issue of achieving national economic in

dependence was longstanding in the literature of 
the ABSP and in other patriotic parties' platforms, 
but the open question was how to implement it 
while the oil wealth was in the hands of foreign oil 
companies — a wealth that Iraq cannot do without 
in terms of buying and building modern technology 
needed for the development of industry and agri
culture. On the other hand, the oil monopolies 
would not give in easily to the Iraqi claims. Instead, 
the oil companies resorted to mass-murder, 
through the subservient Royal regime, besides rob
bery and plunder. On the bloody events conducted 
by Basrah Oil Company, "al-lshtiraki" (Socialist), 
then the clandestine paper of the ABSP, comment
ing on the developments, said on December 15. 
1953:

"Now the Basrah Petroleum Company’s reck
lessness has reached an intolerable level, with the 
agent treacherous government undertaking an atti
tude of mean collusion with the imperialist com
pany, which resulted in opening fire on our free 
workers and hurling hundreds of citizens in Basrah 
prisons so as to pave the way before the imperial
ist exploitation of Basrah Oil".

After the July 14 Revolution of 1958. the go
vernment adopted the course of negotiation with 
the companies to force out an equitable share in 
oil production and revenues. On April 10, 1961, the 
Iraqi Ministry of Oil issued a statement containing 
Iraq's claims to equitable share in oil. This was 
followed by the promulgation of Law No. 80 of 11 
December, 1961, defining the companies' conces
sions and governing oil production and the forma
tion of the Iraqi National Oil Company (INOC). But 
Law No. 80 was subjected to pressure from the oil 
companies and a series of maneouvres and intrigues 
were devised to undermine it while the INOC was 
rendered ineffective under the sneaking attempts 
of the companies.

However, the game of negotiation to which 
the companies had resorted to hypnotize the indi
gnant people dragged on even after the July 17 
Revolution of 1968. But they did not perceive that, 
this time, they were drawing near the end of their 
maneouvres, that they were going through a cul- 
de-sac and that their raison d'etre was being sub
jected to the people's will. On May 17, 1972, the 
RCC forwarded an ultimatum to the companies 
to comply with the government's demands for a 
just agreement: but the companies were unwilling 
to heed to the ultimatum. At this crucial moment the 
Revolution addressed itself to the people to give 
their just judgement. On June 1.1972, came the his
toric decision: Nationalization of the Iraq Petroleum 
Company. This was followed by the Nationalization 
of US and Dutch shares in the Basrah Petroleum 
Company (43%), on the second day of the break
out of the October War. 1973, and the remaining 
shares of British Petroleum Company and French 
Petroleum Company (57%), in December 1975. 
With this last step the chapter- of monopoly and 
blackmail was closed in Iraq's history.

M editerranean Socialist Parties Conference

I raq played an active 
role in the recent Medi
terranean Socialist Par

ties Conference held in Valletta. 
Malta.

The 6-day conference was 
opened by Maltese Premier Mr 
Don Mintoff on June 20. It 
was attended by representatives 
of 14 member-parties and more

nection, Mr. Hammoudi expres
sed the hope that "our discus
sions on the question of backing
national liberation
struggling against 
Zionism, fascism

imperialism.

will contribute to unmasking the 
dangers and conspiracies worked 
out against the security of the 
Mediterranean Sea, which is

Joint Action Against 5  • 
Imperialist, Zionist ML 
Conspiracies Urged
than 20 observer delegations. 
The conference adopted a num
ber of resolutions in the interest 
of the region and the world at

closely connected with the se
curity and peace of the world at 
large. We confirm the organic 
correlation between the socialist 
struggle and the national libera-

of struggle against colonialism, 
Zionism, reaction and aggres-

Concluding, Mr. Hammoudi 
said, "Our party supports your 
noble efforts hoping they will 
help realize the goals of socialist 
and progressive parties to make 
the Mediterranean See a zone of 
peace and security and a meet
ing place of cooperation and 
solidarity away from all forms of 
intimidation, aggression, Zionist 
and imperialist domination ".
Conference Results

In its final statement the con
ference also supported the in
tegrity and neutrality of Cyprus, 
It endorsed the right of national 
independence and the defence 
against foreign aggression and 
domination.

It denounced all forms of poli
tical, economic or military black-

Speakers on the forum of the 
conference branded Zionism as 
an inhuman racist movement and 
the final statement of the con
ference declared full support to 
the Arab people of Palestine in 
their struggle for liberating all 
their usurped land.

The Arab Baath Socialist
Party's delegation tc the confe
rence was led by Mr. Saad 
Qassim Hammoudi, member of 
the Information and Publishing 
Bureau of the ABSP National Lea
dership, who expounded to the 
conference Iraq’s unbounded 
support to the liberation move
ments in the world and stressed 
the importance of solidarity with 
the Arab people to liberate their 
occupied territories. In this con-

tion movements particularly am-
ong the countries 
triple oppressions 
tion, division and

facing the 
of occupa- 

backward-

Referring to Iraq's achieve
ments in the political and econo
mic fields, Mr. Hammoudi said: 
"Our Party was able to liquidate 
and nationalize all foreign petrol
eum interests in the country and 
utilize the revenues for achieving 
comprehensive development on 
the road to socialism' “ Further
more” , he added, "the Party has 
realized a series of democratic 
gains and progressive accom
plishments in Iraq and has taken 
decisive stands on the pan-Arab 
and international levels with n 
view to strengthening the front

mailing. It called for the renucia- 
tion of use of force for resolving 
international disputes except In 
defence of national sovereignty 
and for national liberation.

The conference also called for 
joint action within an effective 
front against imperialism, Zion
ism, fascism and reactionary in
trigues and for standing firm by 
the side of persecuted peoples 
as well as for the victory of 
socialism. It declared full solida
rity with all liberation move
ments struggling for national in
dependence and for building 
socialism. The conference urged 
the states of the region to foster 
common cooperation in political, 
economic and social spheres.
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Tell ........ 
a Lie Everyday

giving us the freedom to move, 
on the regional, pan-Arab and in
ternational levels in conformity 
with the country's and Party's 
aims. Therefore, we have been 
in search for this technology 
from diversified foreign sources 
in order to obtain multiple ex
perience in various fields rather 
than confining ourselves to one 
type and source of such exper-

tinuous firm control on the part 
of the authority and people 
through their unions; modifica

tion of the economic, social, le
gal and administrative structure 
in a way consistent with the de
signed objectives; and the com
prehensive application of econo
mic principles, standards and 
specifications in terms of cost, 
expenditure, time, scientific ma
nagement, etc.

guarantee for acquiring expertise 
and achieving progress. The pur
chase of ready-made industrial 

. goods is merely a waste of 
money and a drain on our human 
and natural resources and an im
pediment to the Arab man's 
creativity.

Judging from the experiences 
of other developing nations, we 
come to notice that particular 
political, economic and social 
prerequisites are very essential 
to effect the much-sought indus
trialisation on scientific basis. Of 
these prerequisities, raising the 
standard of productivity to meet 
the extraordinary tasks of the 
government on the regional, pan
Arab and international levels, 
stands as a priority. This requires 
a dogged mass education, con-

Iraq has already begun its new 
path revolution’ It has already 
applied the principle of not buy
ing progress in the form of equip
ment and commodities, but in
dustrialising progress for itself 
and the Arab Nation depending 
on its own efforts with the lielp 
of imported modern technology. 
The country is spending lavishly 
on constructing sound industria
lisation rather than 'importing 
progress'; what :s being spent on 
modern technology is the only

The present 'competition" 
among the industrialised capita
list countries and their unequit
able dealings with the Third 
World countries, as has been 
proved in the recent Paris Eco
nomic Cooperation Conference, 
dictate on Iraq and the rest of 
the developing nations, to  shop 
for modern technology every
where. They should not forget 
to employ whatever "weapons" 
they have for obtaining this 
much-needed technology to meet 
their urgent needs and to take 
part in, and contribute to, the 
nourishment of human civilisa-

S
eemingly, it looks to some as though the 
Arabs who live in occupied Palestine and 
other Arab territories are enjoying a great 

time there! A t least not a single Zionist article, or 
any article written on behalf of ’Israel’, gives any 
different impression. Some propagandists even go 
to the absurd extreme of telling that probably, not 
surely, the Arabs who live under Zionist influence 
enjoy the protection others are deprived of —  as 
is the case in Lebanon for instance. In short, they 
keep trying to instill notions to the effect that no 
bliss matches that of being able to live under the 
"benign civilizing influence of the Israelis"!!

A t times some of them imply this notion in
directly, lest world public opinion should find it 
too difficult to swallow. A t other times Zionists 
state it openly and unashamedly, claiming that in 
'Israel', being an "ideal democratic state" (Sic), all 
citizens — Western Jews, Oriental Jews and 
Arabs alike —  enjoy the same privileges under the 
same constitution. Somehow, they do it in such

Night Terror
Since April last the Arab village of Deir- 

Abu-Mash’al in occupied Palestine has been the 
target of unbridled ’Israeli’ aggression. The French 
daily L'Humanite' confirmed the news on 25.6.1977 
by saying that 'Israeli' terrorists set upon the vil
lage every night with the intention of spreading 
wide fear. "Since Likud has taken over", the French 
paper added, "the Israelis started anew the me
thods Begin used to resort to in 1948". It may be 
recalled that grabbing Arab property, destroying 
houses and setting fire to crops were among

a way as to appear so perfect, however, slightly 
falling short of a utopia.

Well, once in a while all this crumbles overnight. 
Whether the cause be some slip of the tongue, an 
unbelievably exaggerated piece of information, or 
a true news bulletin, it all boils down to the same 
thing: In ’Israel' the Arabs live on their tiptoes 
waiting from one moment to the other for the ine
vitable nocturnal raid. They have to accept then, 
either death or homelessness.

However, it happens also as the Associated 
Press (AP) has recently confirmed, that the Pales
tinian Arabs are not given the chance to consider: 
in Deir al Assal and Deir Mash'al, nearest to Ram
allah, continuous night raids by ’Israeli’ hit teams 
were being carried out for the last five weeks or 
so against the sleeping inhabitants of the tw o vil
lages. Indiscriminate machine-gunning was inten
ded to kill as many villagers as possible and to 
scare away the rest. The news agency also added 
that as soon as the remaining villagers ran away 
all their properties disappeared. The ‘Israeli’ govern
ment's answer was, of course, that the raiders 
were just some robbers who would never escape 
the Taw'.

Recalling, however, similar incidents taking 
place in the Gaza strip some time earlier, the Pales
tinian News Agency (WAFA) uncovered that the 
recurrent raids were organized under the actual 
supervision of the ‘Israeli’ government itself. The 
Zionist tactic attempting to apportion the respon
sibility to a gang of outlaws appears feeble and un
convincing. It is quite obvious that some poor villag
ers could not be a target of casual robberies in view 
of the fact that ‘Israeli’ security men are always 
on the alert. It follows then, that the Zionists have 
been resorting anew to the old methods of Deir 
Yassin and Qibya (the famous massacres), 
though this time with a new tw ist and a bit of 
covering.

Begin's favourite sports. The wronged villagers, 
however, were quoted by L'Humanite' correspon
dent as saying they would stand up to the intensi
fied ‘Israeli’ attacks, despite the immensity of los
ses incurred by them.

It is to be recalled in this connection that the 
Sunday Times of 19.6.1977 published a report con
firming "the systematic use of torture on a large 
scale" in occupied Palestine and the other terri
tories since the 1967 war.
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he foreign policy of a country is deter
mined in accordance with the require 
ments of its domestic policies.

of that movement. Iraq lea
for achieving a unified Ara
Zionist enemy, relentlessly

The foreign policy of Iraq has been formulated 
in the light of the objectives of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party (ABSP). As the party is striving 
for achieving the unity of the fragmented Arab 
homeland, liberating Palestine and other territories

the battlefront and consolid
depth.

In concrete terms, Iraq
vate the northern and eas
Zionist enemy and commit 
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All-round Socio-economic 
Development Since July 17 
Revolution

he socio-economic
transformations realized 
in Iraq since the Revo

lution o1 July 17, 1968, accom
plished by the Arab Baath Social
ist Party (ABSP), are really im
pressive and promising. Rarely 
has a Third World country seen 

sector also controls 77% of the 
total commodity sectors, 57% 
of the wholesale and retail trade,
50% of the 
and 29% of 
tor.

processing industry 
the agricultural sec-

Important progress has been





Challenges and Hopes

DJIBOUTI
By M. Salama

T he Somali Coast has at long last gained 
independence on June 26 as the Repub
lic of Djibouti. The Parliament elected on 

May 5 has. in its turn, elected Mr. Hassan Joleec
as President who commanded a sweeping majority
—  53 against 12 votes. And the formation of the
legislative, administrative and other institutions of 
the newly born state is in full swing.

While welcoming the independence of Djibouti 
we will do well to keep in mind the gieat challenges 
this emerging Arab country faces. These challenges 
include:

CONSOLIDATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The major task before the government of the 
Republic of Djibouti is to consolidate political in
dependence and overcome economic subordina
tion. This necessitates the cementing of national 
unity, the building of democratic institutions, the 
enhancement of the role of the public sector in

socioeconomic transformations and the establish
ment of clear political relations with other states, 
without bowing to the political and economic black
mail usually resorted to by imperialist states. The 
last point dictates the strengthening of the brother
ly and natural relations with other countries of the 
Arab nation as well as the maintenance of close 
cooperation with the Non-aligned Movement.

In this respect, it should be emphasised that 
Djibouti will remain for a long time in need of Arab 
economic and political support. The national inde
pendence of this new republic should be consoli
dated and its national economy should be streng
thened. Efforts should be made to help this stra
tegically important country, which dominates the 
southern entrance of the Red Sea to maintain its 
national dignity in the face of imperialist and Zion
ist conspiracies. It may be pointed out here that 
"Israel" and the U.S. have an offensive striking 
force in the islands situated along the Eritrean 
coast, near Djibouti —  in Musawa and Arab ports 
and in the islands of Duhluk, Halib, Fatima and 
others.

These aggressive forces will try to lay poli
tical, economic and military siege to Djibouti in an 
attempt to create a new situation in the southern 
entrance of the Red Sea. Such an action will en
danger the peace of Bab al-Mandeb and the north
ern entrance of the Indian Ocean.

ETHIOPIAN AGGRESSIVENESS

Particular attention should be given to the 
threat of military action and adventurism which the 
Ethiopian military regime might venture in an at
tempt to undermine Djibouti's independence, it is 
common knowledge that the Ethiopian regime 
(even at the time of the late Emparor) wants to 
annex Djibouti as it had previously done with Eri
trea. The new regime in Ethiopia may not hesistate 
to launch a desperate attack on Djibouti. As a mat
ter of fact, it did so 3 months before Djibouti's in
dependence. All peace-loving nations in the region 
are aware of such dangers.

Djibouti

•  Occupied by France in 1862, following the 
division of Somalia between England, Italy 
and France.

•  The capital is Djibouti city —  a port on the 
Red Sea.

Iraq 
Recognizes 
Djibouti

raq was one of the first countrias to 
recognize Djibouti as an independent 
sovereign state.

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry in a statement is
sued on June 26 said: "Genuine congratulations to 
the people and government of the Republic of 
Djibouti on the occasion of its day of independ
ence which has been accomplished through iong 
bitter struggle".

Iraq has decided to exchange diplomatic repre
sentation with Djibouti Republic on ambassadorial 
level. Meanwhile an Iraqi mission has already 
started functioning there.

BAKR CONGRATULATES JOLEED

President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr sent a cable of 
congratulations to Mr. Hassan Joleed on his elec
tion as President of the Republic of Djibouti.

•  Located at Bab al-Mandeb. Surrounded by a 
semi-circle of Ethiopian land. Eritrea is its 
northern neighbour while Somalia lies to its 
south.

•  Area: 23000 square kms. Population: about 
210,000.

President Bakr's cable said, "On the occasion 
of your election as President of the Republic of 
Djibouti, it pleases me to extend in the name of 
the Iraqi people and government and in my name 
the sincerest congratulations and greetings, wish
ing you every success and your people all pros
perity and welfare".

ARAB LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP

Arab League Secretary General Mahmoud 
Riadh announced in a press conference on June 
26 that Djibouti had applied for membership of 
the Arab League. He added that the request was 
referred to the member-countries for consideration 
by the League’s council which would meet on 
Foreign Ministers level in September next.

On the other hand, the Arab Fund for Deve
lopment in Africa board of directors will meet in 
Algiers on July 9 to look, among other things into 
the technical aid which will be given by the fund 
to the Republic of Djibouti. Meanwhile it has been 
reported from Libreville that the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) Ministerial Council has ac
cepted Djibouti as a member in the organization.



Modernising 
Autonomous 
Area of Iraq

S weeping changes are 
taking place in the 
Kurdish Autonomus 

Area in northern Iraq. Mr. Mick 
Ashley, the renowned British 
writer and member of the Labour 
Middle East Council, visited the 
area and wrote the following ar
ticle in the London "Voids" 
newspaper.

Excerpts from the article:
"The face of the Kurdish area 

has been changing in recent 
months following the collapse of 
the Mustapha Barzani-led ; nsur-

The insurgency petered out 
in the spring of 1975 after a year 
of struggle which impeded the 
Iraqi Government's plan to im
plement the 1974 Law of Auto
nomy for the Kurdish area. 
This provided that Kurdish, along 
with Arabic, should be the offic

ial language for the area, with 
Kurdish being the "language of 
education for Kurds in the

It gives the Kurdish area the 
right to an independent financial 
budget within the general ha- 
tional budget. The degree of de
volution for the Kurds within the 
framework of the Iraqi state 
could, one hopes, make pro
phetic the words of the Iraqi 
President, Ahmed Hassan a!- 
Bakr, that this (The Law of Au
tonomy) should enable them to 
establish "a comprehensive eco
nomic, social and cultural im
provement in the Kurdish area"

The end of the insurgency has 
also freed Iraq's national plar. 
to reorganise the industrial, agri
cultural and social structure of 
the country. The authorities hope

to modernise Iraqi society w ith
out losing touch with any of the 
basic moral values. This policy 
of reorganisation has certainly 
had a tremendous effect in the 
area, basically an agricultural 
area with a feudalistic structure, 
which is now being dismantled.

Housing has been given a high 
priority, because damage to pro
perty was fairly extensive during 
the insurgency. In addition, many 
Kurds moved to  the centre and 
south of Iraq out of the area of 
the fighting.

But when I spoke to Mr. 
Hashim Hassan in Arbil, the ad
ministrative centre for the area 
he explained that new housing 
developments were not treated 
as emergency measures, but 
were part of the comprehensive 
plan to improve the social and 
economic structure of the Auto
nomous area.

Mr. Hassan is Chairman of the 
Executive Council of the Auto
nomous area, and he pointed 
out that they had in hand "164 
developments, ranging from 30 
to 500 houses, completed with 
all essential services for the 
homes, plus schools, clinics and 
transport facilities.

He left me in no doubt as to 
the Authority's ability to cope 
with the needs of the Kurdish 
refugees returning from other 
parts of Iraq and from neighbour
ing countries.

He also pointed out that the 
high degree of executive free
dom the area now enjoyed 
would enable them to plan for 
a more diversified economy. The 
area is ideal for holidaymakers 
and there are plans to  build 
"tourist cities" linked by modern 
roads.

The peace that has now come 
to the area resultad in an in
flux of visitors last year from 
other parts of Iraq. They found 
hotels booked to capacity, mak
ing it  necessary for additional 
accommodation to  be provided. 
But tourists' needs will have to 
be balanced against plans to 
modernise agriculture and deve
lop industry. Mr. Hassan re
cently announced a budget of 
ID. 211,490,000 (nearly £423

million) for the area, quite in
dependent from the national 
budget as provided for by the 
Autonomy Law.

He told me: "Finance from the 
central authority is not given 
for a specific project blit for ge
neral use at the discretion of the 
area”

The comprehensive nature of 
the Autonomy Law and the man
ner in which the Executive are 
building an adiminstrative struc
ture to cope with the responsi
bilities of autonomy augurs, well 
for the success of plans for de
veloping the area.

The current stability will make 
it easier to  improve educational 
opportunities, tackle adult illi
teracy, reorganise agriculture 
more efficiently and socially de
sirably, and generally expand 
the economy to  bring the area 
into line with the rest of Iraq.

The radical plans to break up 
the feudal character of the Kur
dish area will obviously upset

some people. Nonetheless, the 
Kurdish Democratic Party co
operates with other Iraqi parties 
in the "Progressive Patriotic and 
National Front".

An unscheduled visit to a 
hospital for some minor first aid 
before moving south out of 
the area gave me a glimpse of 
the changing social face of Iraq 
and the extent to which the free 
health service was being used. 
The young woman doctor dealt 
with what seemed to be a never
ending stream of patients, un
derlining the need for the hos
pital service to be expanded.

The opportunities that the 
Autonomy Law has brought to 
the area has freed Iraq's go
vernment to  pursue its plan to 
modernise and diversify industry 
and agriculture. But like the Kur
dish area, the rest of the 
country lacks skilled manpower 
to cope with the massive pro
jects made possible through 
increased oil income.



Mr. Sabah Kachachi, Adviser 
for Industrial Affairs in the Mi
nistry of Planning, explained: 
"We have been a backward 
country. At this stage we can
not manage without foreign ex
pertise. so we use their skills. 
But overall management of any 
project remains in our hands. In 
the meantime we are pressing 
ahead with training our own peo
ple at all levels.

"The control of Iraq's oil in
dustry being in our hands has 
meant a much larger income for 
us and a better opportunity to 
plan. We don’t want the West's 
moral problems, but I see no 
reason why we should not enjoy 
the good things of life that the 
advanced countries have. We 
consider our present role is to 
build a firm foundation on which 
future generations can continue 
the; development of our country".

The Thirthar-Euphrates Canal 
is just one splendid example of 
planning which will benefit pos
terity and at the same time in
crease Iraqi skills in construc
tion. The canal was a continua
tion of the struggle to protect 
the Tigris basin and Baghdad 
from the harmful effects of re
gular flooding from the river's 
swollen waters.

It was thought that the diver
sion of some of the Tigirs water 
into the Thirthar Depression 
would form a reservoir large en
ough to cope with any flooding. 
But the Thirthar Lake, situated 
north-west of Baghdad, has pro
ved inadequate and there have 
been some near disasters since 
the dam was completed in 1956.

The new Thrithar-Euphrates 
Canal stretches from the south 
of the Thirthar Lake for a dis
tance of 37 j kilometres to the 
Euphrates, with a depth varying 
between 24 and 34 metres. A 
massive regulator made of 
reinforced concrete controls the 
flow of water from the Thirthar 
Lake to the Euphrates, easing 
the pressure on the lake and ad
ding much needed water to the 
drying river.

Plans to overcome the high 
salt content of the water would 
open up new areas fo r agricul
tural development through irri
gation.

Mr. Mohammed al-habubi, who 
controlled the project from start 
to finish, speaking in the centre 
of a complex which included 
housing units, school, clinic, 
shopping area and cinema, re
called the start in 1972 when 
tents were pitched in. the desert. 
He told of the pride and anxiety 
of those involved in the const- 
truction when, in 1976. Mr. Sad
dam Husein, Vice-Chairman of 

the Revolution Command Coun
cil, inaugurated the project and 
the six openings of the regulator 
seemed to take a lifetime to lift 
sufficiently to allow the first 
water to flow into the canal.

Stressing that it was an Iraqi- 
planned scheme and largely built 
by local labour, he paid tribute to 
the contribution made by foreign 
experts when help was needed. 
Chief engineer. Mr. Hassan al- 
Ani, described how they had 
used the project to develop a 
first class school for training 
construction workers.

The same positive attitude to 
training students as part of Iraq's 
plan for economic and industrial 
independence was shown by Mr 
Sami Saeed al-Najjar, assistant

director for technical affairs at 
the Petroleum Training Centre. 
As we walked round this splen-- 
didly equipped centre, catering 
for both male and female stu
dents, he pointed out the recre- 
tional facilities available. The 
centre was continually being im 
proved, and students from other 
Third World countries could also 
benefit from the facilities avail-

The emphasis on discipline 
and hard work, as the road to 
progress, is quite obvious. In an 
exhibition of political cartoons in 
the Museum of Modern Iraqi Art 
in Baghdad laziness and bureau
cracy were spotlighted as the 
tw in enemies of progress.

Iraq has had to learn from 
experience, in agriculture as well 
as industry, that there is a need 
to develop new social attitudes 
in people in conjunction with in
creased prosperity. The Govern
ment message appears to be 
based o'n the theme that oil must 
be used to build something solid 
and that's done by work.

But Iraq's practical approach 
to building a progressive society 
has not blinded her to the count
ry's heritage, displayed in many 
historical sites throughout the 
country. Great care has been 
taken in restoring the al-Mustan- 
siriyah school, which is situated 
in Baghdad on the eastern bank 
of the Tigris near the Harraj ba
zaar. It was completed in 1234 
A.D. and is considered in Iraq 
to be one of the few surviving 
monuments of Arabic civilisation.

Given a cotinuation of the cur
rent effort and stability, it is likely 
that Iraq's 12 million people will 
play an important role in project
ing the interests of the Third 
World onto the centre of the 
world stage.

Zionism and 
Racism—A Case 
to  A nsw er

In issue No. 43 of June 30, we published the 
first part of (A Note prepared by "the Council For 
The Advancement of Arab-British Understanding", 
December, 1975). In this issue we publish the 
concluding part of the note.

DISCRIMINATION IN THE USE OF EMERGENCY 
REGULATIONS

Finally, Arab civilians living in "Israel”  and in 
the -occupied territories are subjected to oppressive 
emergency regulations which are virtually never 
used against Jews. These regulations were inheri
ted from the British administration which first in
troduced them in order to cope with the Arab re
bellion in the 1930s. Later when these regulations 
were used against Jewish terrorists a leading 
Jewish lawyer in Palestine, Mr. J. Shapira, declared 
that "not even in Nazi Germany did such laws 
exist". Afterwards he became Minister of Justice in 
"Israel" and applied the self-same regulations to 
Arabs in "Israel" and the occupied territories. Dr. 
Israel Shahak, the Chairman of the "Israeli" League 
for Human and Civil Rights, in a foreword to the 
book With My Own Eyes in which the "Israeli" 
lawyer. Felicia Langer, described her experiences in 
defending Palestinians, states roundly that: "Israeli 
practices in the conquered territories grew naturally 
from the discriminatory laws and practices of the 
state of Israel itself".

"ISRAELI" SETTLEMENTS

With regard to the "Israeli" practice of plant
ing exclusively Jewish settlements in the occupied 
territories, the American international lawyer, Pro
fessor W. T. Makkison of George Washington Uni
versity, has pointed out that these infringe Article 
49(6) of the Geneva Convention concerning civil
ians living under enemy occupation, which provides 
that: "The Occupying Power shall not deport or 
transfer parts of its own civilian population into 
territory it occupies".

He goes on to  comment:

"The negotiating history of this provision 
shows that it was adopted in reaction to the notor
ious Nazi practice of removing the "inferior" indi
genous population and transferring racial "Aryans" 
or Germans into the territory. It is prohibition upon 
'creating facts" in occupied territory by the estab
lishment of colonies comprised of the occupant's 
nationals” .

ANTI-ARABISM IN "ISRAEL"

No one familiar with the attitudes of "Israeli" 
citizens, as revealed in their press and other news 
media and in their day-to-day conduct, could deny 
that they often reveal an extreme contempt and 
hostility towards the Arabs, particularly the Palestin
ians. What could be more racist than Mrs. Golda 
Meir's remark that "there are no Palestinians — 
they do not exist"? One further quotation w ill have 
to suffice to make the point. It >s from a speech 
by the Conservative M.P.. Mr. R. J. Maxwell Hyslop, 
in the House of Commons on 18 October, 1973:

"Six weeks after that war (June 1967) six 
honourable Members of this House, three from 
each side, including myself, went to "Israel and to 
Jordan as the guests to those countries. There was 
a horrifying moment for me. We were all present 
as guests at lunch of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Knesset in Jerusalem. After lunch the chair
man of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Knes
set spoke with great intemperance and at great 
length to us about the Arabs. When he drew breath 
I was constrained to say, 'Doctor Hacoben, I am 
profoundly shocked that you should speak of other 
human beings in terms similar to those in which 
Julius Streicher spoke of the Jews. Have you learned 
nothing?’ I shall remember his reply to my dying 
day. He smote the table with both hands and said, 
"but they are not human beings, they are not peo
ple, they are Arabs". He was speaking of the Arab 
refugees".

THE CONNECTION OF RACISM WITH ZIONISM

If anyone wants a detailed and documented ac
count of these features of the state and society 
of present day "Israel", he can find them in four 
books, including that by Felicia Langer, recently 
published by Ithaca Press, London.

It cannot seriously be argued that these char
acteristics of the "Israeli" state are not racist. But 
the question then is whether they are inherent in
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or derived from Zionism. The critics of Zionism 
maintain that in fact the apparatus of racial discri
mination which exists in "Israel”  and which has 
now become institutionalised there, does derive 
from the original aim of the Zionist Movement in 
seeking to establish an exclusively Jewish state in 
Palestine. It is true that some leading members of 
the Zionist movement were prepared to envisage 
a bi-national state which would accommodate in 
equality both Jews and Arabs. But they were an 
inffectual minority. The leadership of the Zionist 
movement was seized by militants determined to 
establish a state which would be, if not exclusively, 
at least overwhelmingly Jewish.

A LAND WITHOUT PEOPLE?

Weitzmann. who had then b
ent of "Israel", made a reve
Ambassador to "Israel" tha
refugees was a "miracul
Israel’s tasks". This could o
moval of a great mass of A
homes and land was amon
"Israeli" leaders had set the

To the critics of Zionis
Zionist state of "Israel" is 
racial discrimination: one p
moved from their native lan
them there by another. Apar
is there a worse racist crim
one people's homeland awa
benefit of another people? T



D o e s  H i s t o r y 
R e p e a t  I t s e l f  ?
P a r t  I I _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
M o h a m m e d 
a n d
C h a r l e m a g n e
^ ■ ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ M b y  F .  e l - M a n s s o u r y

C O N Q U E S T S ,  A R A B  A N D  B A R B A R I A N

I n  c o m p a r i n g  t h e  A r a b  c o n q u e s t s  w i t h 
t h o s e  o f  t h e  B a r b a r i a n s ,  P i r e n n e ,  ( t h e  a u 
t h o r  o f  t h e  b o o k  ' M o h a m m e d  a n d  C h a r l e 

m a g n e )  p r e s e n t s  h i s  a r g u m e n t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y 
W h e r e a s  t h e  G e r m a n i c  m e n a c e  h a d  a l w a y s  a t 

t r a c t e d  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  E m p e r o r s ,  t h e  A r a b 
o n s l a u g h t  t o o k  t h e m  b y  s u r p r i s e ' .  T h e y  w e r e  u n 
p r e p a r e d  f o r  i t .

P i r e n n e  f u r n i s h e s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  a r g u m e n t , 
w h i l e  t h e  G e r m a n s  h a d  n o t h i n g  w i t h  w h i c h  t o 

o p p o s e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  t h e  A r a b s 
w e r e  e x a l t e d  b y  a  n e w  f a i t h .  I t  w a s  t h i s .  a n d * t h i s 
a l o n e ,  t h a t  p r e v e n t e d  t h e i r  a s s i m i l a t i o n .  F o r  i n 
o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  m o r e  p r e j u d i c e d  t h a n 
t h e  G e r m a n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  w h o m 
t h e y  h a d  c o n q u e r e d .  O n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  a s s i m i 
l a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h i s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w i t h  a s t o n i s h 
i n g  r a p i d i t y ;  t h e y  l e a r n t  s c i e n c e  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k s , 
a n d  a r t  f r o m  t h e  G r e e k s  a n d  t h e  P e r s i a n s * .

H o w e v e r ,  P i r e n n e  m a k e s  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s w i f t 
A r a b  c o n q u e s t s  c a u s e d  a  c o m p l e t e  b r e a k  i n  t h e 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  b a s i n .  T h e  s e a  w h i c h  h a d  h i t h e r t o 
b e e n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  b e c a m e  i t s  f r o n t i e r . 
T h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  u n i t y  w a s  s h a t t e r e d  a s  t h e 
A r a b  s h i p s  o f  t h e  C a l i p h  M o a w y a  b e g a n  t o  i n v a d e 
B y z a n t i n e  w a t e r s ,  o c c u p y i n g  C y p r u s  a n d  R h o d e s , 
b e f o r e  a d v a n c i n g  u p o n  C r e t e  a n d  S i c i l y .  L a t e r  o n 
t h e y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  w h o l e  o f  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  a n d  w e 
s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  c o a s t  i s 
o f  t h e  u t m o s t  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e ,  f o r ,  o n  i t  d e 
p e n d s  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  S i c i l y  a n d  I t a l y  a s  w e l l  a s 
t h e  s e a  p a s s a g e  w e s t w a r d s .

T h e n  t h e  A r a b s  c o n q u e r e d  S p a i n  a n d  f r o m 
t h i s  n e w  b a s e  l a u n c h e d  r a i d s  a g a i n s t  G a u l ,  c a p t u r 
i n g  N a r b o n n e ,  A u t u n ,  A r l e s ,  A v i g n o n  a n d  o t h e r
F r e n c h  c i t i e s .  T h e y  a l s o  t o o k  t h e  B a l e a r i c  i s l a n d s 
a s  w e l l  a s  C o r s i c a  a n d  S a r d i n i a .  I n  I t a l y ,  t h e y  a d 
v a n c e d  a s  f a r  a s  R o m e .  A s  t h e  F r a n k i s h  E m p i r e 
o f  C h a r l e m a g n e  h a d  n o  f l e e t ,  i t  w a s  p o w e r l e s s  t o 
c h e c k  t h e  t i d e  o f  A r a b  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e  s e a s .

P i r e n n e  w r i t e s :  ' T h e  e x p a n s i o n  o r  I s l a m  w a s 
u n a b l e  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n . 
I t  e n c i r c l e d  i t  o n  t h e  E a s t ,  t h e  S o u t h  a n d  t h e  W e s t , 
b u t  i t  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a  h o l d  u p o n  t h e  N o r t h . 
T h e  a n c i e n t  R o m a n  s e a  b e c a m e  t h e  f r o n t i e r 
b e t w e e n  I s l a m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  A l l  t h e  o l d  M e d i 
t e r r a n e a n  p r o v i n c e s  c o n q u e r e d  b y  t h e  M o s l e m s 
g r a v i t a t e d  h e n c e f o r t h  t o w a r d  B a g h d a d .  A t  t h e 

s a m e  t i m e  t h e  O r i e n t  w a s  c u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  O c c i 
d e n t .  T h e  b o n d  w h i c h  t h e  G e r m a n i c  i n v a s i o n  h a d 
l e f t  i n t a c t  w a s  s e v e r e d .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  m o s t  e s s e n t 
i a l  e v e n t  o f  E u r o p e a n  h i s t o r y  w h i c h  h a d  o c c u r r e d 
s i n c e  t h e  P u n i c  W a r s . *  I t  w a s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e 
c l a s s i c  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  M i d d l e 
A g e s ,  a n d  i t  h a p p e n e d  a t  t h e  v e r y  m o m e n t  w h e n 
E u r o p e  w a s  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  b e c o m i n g  B y z a n t i n i z e d . 
T H E  M E D I T E R R A N E A N ,  A N  A R A B  L A K E

P i r e n n e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  A r a b  c o n q u e r o r s 
d i d  n o t  a l l o w  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  c o n 
q u e r e d ,  c i t i n g  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  B y z a n t i n e 
I m p e r i a l  c o i n s  f o u n d  i n  G a u l  s t o p  a t  H e r a c l i u s



by Mohammad al-Jazairi

W e all understand that 
the revolutionary pro
cess is complex and

intricate. It comprehends, among
others, heritage, traditions, laws, 
customs, thoughts and all the 
cnrvo—tructures of bygone ohas-

to make its choices and endure 
severe hardships in the opera
tion. Similarly, it  has to create 
its own language from among 
the volumes o f rhe past and the 
present and translate it  into posi
tive accomplishments doing 
away with all blemishes descen
ded from generation to  generation 
by insolent bourgeoisie conduct 
of affairs. A people's revolution, 
such as ours, opens up horizons 
for multiplied production in ali 
fields —  material and intellectual 
alike.

A C u ltu ra l B oom
If "Tammuz" (July) of the 

symbol and the legend is ever
present in the memory of history 
and civilization, then ha is, as far 
as we are concerned, a whole 
age from the viewpoint of the 
revolution, struggle and culture.

(Tammuz: a Babylonian god 
of the springtime and of vegeta
tion, whose return to life sym
bolizes rebirth of earth at spring. 
-  Ed.).

However, one year may be 
sufficient to  judge how a revolu
tion is faring. July 14, 1958 Re
volution made a radical transition 
for all the patriotic forces and 
their cultural norms and was in 
fact a qualitative change which 
grew up and throve, but for a 
while, and ended in defeat and 
frustration. Then July 17-30, 
1968 Revolution broke out on a 
national, patriotic and progres
sive level, to put an end to con
fusion and to start regaining the 
rights and privileges of the peo
ple, foremost among which is 
nationalization of the oil wealth 
of the country.

"Nationalization" alone, as a 
tremendously daring and specific 
feat has delineated its own 
epoch. Even the intellectuals in

Iraq had to reshape so as to 
construe and analyse the signi
ficance of the event. The -mpact 
of nationalization was such that 
every thinker had to reshuffle his 
ways of looking at things, bid
ding farewell to bourgeois and 
bureaucratic images and illu
sions.

In order to apprehend the 
surge of enthusiasm following 
the victory of July 17-30 revolu
tion, one has to view the steady 
rise in the cultural standards of 
the country.

Between July '73 and July '74 
—  as a portion of a revolution
ary phase —  care was taken to 
deepen the national democratic 
meanings of the revolution on ail 
levels. Writing turned to affirm 
the technical formula along with 
upholding the revolutionary con
tent. The theatre enjoyed an in
creasingly large attendance in 
continuous performances. The 
art and culture festivals multi
plied to convert Baghdad into a 
centre of radiation and meeting 
place for progressive Arab think
ers and foreign friends. Even 
world intellectual and political 
organizations demonstrated on 
the soil of Iraq, such as the 11th 
Session of the World Council for 
Peace and Solidarity, the meet
ing of the Executive Committee 
of the World Federation of Jour
nalists, the First Conference of 
the Arab Federation of Plastic 
Artists, the 8th Conference of 
the International League of Plas 
tic Arts, in addition to  conven
tions and congresses held by 
federations, unions and syndi
cates of teachers, medical doc
tors and lawyers.

I believe that the informational, 
cultural and political activities 
undertaken in the country, na
tionally and internationally are 
very important toward breaking

the imperialist, Zionist and reac
tionary informational siege laid 
against the revolutionary resur
gence of Iraq. The information 
authorities took up a highly re
fined course by opening cultural 
centres in the most prominent 
capitals of the world, with the 
aim of regaining for new Iraq its 
cultural figure, its effectiveness 
in the course of history and in 
the cultures of nations and their 
forward march.

The Ministry of Information, 
for example, has laid out a com
prehensive plan to facilitate the 
publication of works done by 
Arab intellectuals. A t the same 
time, the Ministry has kept the 
price of the book at its lowest. 
The Ministry has also started 
publishing the books of the Fede
ration of Palestinian Writers and 
Pressmen. Syrian and Egyptian 
writers have also found the same 
encouragement.

llclicr by Mohanimeil Mulirtiddin

In the domain of art, in all its 
branches, Iraq of the Revolution 
was the host of uniquely magni
ficent occasions where interna
tional figures and personages 
performed, and >n the meantime 
got acquainted with Iraqi talent 
and acumen in various human 
skills.

Moreover, Iraq participated in 
such world events as:

—  The 10th World Youth Fes
tival in Berlin;

—  The Moscow World Con 
ference for Peace;

—  The Helsinki Conference;

—  The meetings of the Inter
national Organisation of Journa
lists.

—  The Conference of Peace 
Builders in Warsaw;

—  The Cinema Festivals in 
Moscow. Tashkent, Leipzig, 
Carlo Vivari and Prague;

—  The Festival of the Arab 
Theatre in Damascus;

—  The Festival of Borgas, Bul
garia;

—  The Italian Festival of Folk
lore.

It is to be noted that on all 
these occasions Iraq: shows of 
films, folkdance and theatrical 
performances won high awards. 
The Iraqi exhibitions of plastic 
arts held in Moscow, Paris, Tur
key and many other world capi
tals were also highly successful.

The new musical activity in 
Iraq has paved the way for The 
School of Music and Ballet to 
perform the first Iraqi ballet ins
pired by "One Thousand and one 
Nights" (Arabian Nights) and 
the first political ballet devoted 
to the birth of the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party and the proces
sion of struggle.

As for the General Organisa
tion of Broadcasting and Tele
vision, it  has launched, in coope
ration with other organs, on rais
ing the standards of production 
in a concerted manner. Courses 
of training have comprised all 
types of artists, musicians and 
continued presenting of concerts 
by the Iraqi Symphony Orchestra 
together with being host to seve
ral distinguished maestri from 
outside; not to speak about the 
Baghdad World Music Confer
ence, the 4th Conference of the 
Arab Music Academies and parti
cipation in the World Music 
Week.

Internally, the country witnes
sed a number of programmes in
tended to educate the masses 
and enlighten the people of the 
countryside, even in the desert 
spots. Foremost were the Mirbid 
Poetry Festivals with their com
prehensive humanist orientation.
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held under slogans such as 
"Poetry and Civilization", "Poet
ry and Revolution" "Poetry and 
the Issues of Destiny". "These 
were but the extension of the 
Convention of Arab Men of Let
ters sponsored by the Govern
ment of Iraq under the slogan 
"Everything for the Battle".

A number of events were 
staged inside Iraq such as:

— Week of cultural solidarity 
witn the Chilean people;

— Festivals of the World 
Theatre;

activities. Iraq was the host of 
the first Arab Bienniale for ths 
Arab Federation of Plastic A rt
ists. The authorities concerned 
staged exhibitions by the nation 
al parties on their anniversaries 
Foremost was the Party’s peren- 
n»al exhibition, the fourth of 
which was opened by Comrade 
Michel Aflaq, Secretary General 
of ABSP, personally.

It is not possible to enumerate 
the private and group exhibitions 
like that of the Baghdad Group 
of Modern Art, the Pioneers and 
others who are constantly on the 

commemo
and artist
vals and 
for them. 
of reviving
tage and 
stood out

So the 
volution o
al-Wasiti, 
The festiv
stration o
hibition o
art.

Likewise
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