






An eastbound train is met 
near the tow. ofGhaevin. 
Two-way irufnc is possible 
‘throughout the 700-kilo- 
metre distance to Tabriz.

Although the route is the same one used by the armies of Alexander 
the Great more than twenty-three centuries ago, it now stands in an 
isolated area of largely unexplored, untapped resources separating two 
large populations eager to enjoy the benefits of modern transportation.

At one end, al the edge of a plain in eastern Turkey, is the city of 
Muj, where the population has more than doubled in the brief period 
following completion of a railway terminal there in 1955. At the other, 
on Lake Rezaiyeh in Iran is Sharafkhaneh, terminus of a railway whose 
last vital portion between the national capital at Tehran and Tabriz, 
nerve centre of western Iran, was installed in 1958.

Lying between these two extremities is a 375-kilometre stretch of 
territory and although it is isolated it supports about two million people 
securing their livelihood almost entirely from soil capable of producing 
many times its present output. The all-weather rail link now under 
construction can help transform this region from a barely self-sufficient 
area into one fully capable of assisting in meeting rapidly growing 
national and international food requirements.



V i s i t i n g  a 
r a i l w a y  r e p a i r  w o r k s h o p 

i n  T a b r i z .

O n  a r r i v a l  i n  T a b r i z ,  t h e  g r o u p  i n s p e c t e d  a  g i a n t  n e w  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  u n d e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S i x t e e n  m e t r e s  h i g h  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t w e n t y - e i g h t  c o l u m n s , 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  c o n t a i n  o v e r  4 , 0 0 0  t o n s  o r  c o n c r e t e  o n  c o m p l e t i o n .  S i m i l a r 
i n  d e s i g n  t o  a  M a h o n  n o w  s e r v i n g  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y  o l  R o m e ,  i t  w i l l  m e e t  t h e 
n e e d s  o f  t h e  n e w  r a i l w a y  l i n k  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e
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 3^L Jt o  b o r d e r 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  1 . 5  p e r c e n t  T h i s  m e a n s  a  f i f t e e n - m e t r e 
r i s e  f o r  e a c h  o n e  t h o u s a n d  m e t r e ? ,  o f  d i s t a n c e .

D u r i n g  a  v i s i t  w i t h  L a s t  A z e r b a i j a n  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l 
M u s a  M a h a m  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  T a b r i z ,  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  g r o u p 
w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  n e w  l i n k  w i l l  “ r e v o l u t i o n i z e  e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  3 ,  O t J O . O t l O  p e o p l e





A l  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  K h o t o u r  V a l l e y . 
2 0  k i l o m e t r e s  s o u t h w e s t  n f  K h o y , 
m a p s  a r c  . s t u d i e d  l o r  i h r  b e n e f i t  o f 
A m e r i c a n  C o n s u l  W i l l i a m  E a g l e t o n 
' s e c o n d  f r o m  l e f t , ,  f r o m  T a b r i z ,  a n d 
G o v e r n o r  F a r r o k h  o f  K h o y .

I  h c s c  m e n  f o r m a  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  t e a m  w h o  w e n -  s e e n  a t  w o r k  n e a r 
K a r a  T e p e  M o u n t a i n .  B a s e d  o n  d a t a  t h e y  c o l l e c t ,  d e t a i l e d  m a p s  w i l l 
b e  d r a w n .  F r o m  t h e m ,  a n  a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  d e s i g n e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e 
r a t e  o f  c l i m b  a n d  d e c r e a s e  t u n n e l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  b e  p h i  l i n e d .

E n g i n e e r  A  M a r c f a t .  l e n d e r  o f  d i e 
I r a n i a n  d e l e g a t i o n ,  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  3 6 - 
k i l o n i r t r r  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  K h o t o u r 
V a l h  y  w h i c h  t h e  p a r t y  a r e  a b o u t  i n 
t r a n s i t  d u r i n g  a n  e i g h t - h o u r  j o u m c v 
o n  h o r s e  b a c k .

A  s t o p  n t  " D o v u m  K b a n i f  l e s s  t h a n  h a l l - w a v  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a l l e y .  T h e 
a n c i e n t  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o n c e  p r o v i d e d  o v e r n i g h t  s h e l t e r  t o  c a r a v a n s .

A  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  f r o m 
T o w n  o f  S h a h p u r .  w h e r e 
s u r v e y i n g  t e a m s  m a i n - 
l a i n  a n  o f f i c e ,  t h e  p a r t y 

c a m e  u p o n  a  g r a i n 
l o a d i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  W h e n 
c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  n e w  I r a n

T u r k e y  l i n k  w i l l  b e 
a b l e  t o  c a r r y  m u c h  l a r g e r 
a n d  h e a v i e r  l o a d s  m o t e 
s a f e l y  a n d  f o r  l o n g e r 
d i s t a n c e s  i n  b o t h  w i n t r i 
a n d  s u m m e r .







Eyes across
of the ei
completer!
journey po
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In \  an, the group (at left) met with Governor Fikret Ersanli who said the new rail link will 
"the result of a natural drfire cd friendly neighbors, cousins in fact, to develop econom
culturally together. ' On the same day. in Tatvan on the western shore of Lake Van, the group
talked with Governors Ahmet Gumiislu (lelt o f Mu? and Vefa Poyrax (right) of Hitlis. Re
two provinces to benefit from the new link, they stressed the importance of its timely co
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The “ working’' (wrt ol lite journey is river. .About, to

Aykurl, Mtq-Tatvan project engineer representing the 
Turkish Ministry of Public Works.
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