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PREFATORY NOTE.

The present bulletin is the first of a monthly 

series presenting in fairly concise and compendious 

form the chief statistics becoming available in 

Palestine from month to month, for the information of 

Government officials, publicists and others either 

within or outside this country, who are interested in 

the social and economic life of Palestine. Some of 

the information given here has already been given out 

in greater detail in the more specialised publications 

of the Office of Statistics - notably in the fields of 

Vital Statistics, Foreign Trade, Wholesale Prices and 

Retail Prices and Cost of Living, but other important 

data on such subjects as immigration, shipping, railway 

traffic, postal revenue, sales of electricity, building 

statistics, etc., appear here for the first time.
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PART I . -  STATISTICS OF POPULATION.

ESTIMATED POPULATION.

The e s t im a te d  de f a c to  p o p u la t io n  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  ■ a t 
3 1 s t  March 1936, in d u c t in g  t r a v e l l e r s  in  th e  c o u n try  b u t  n o t 
in c lu d in g  th e  members o f  H is M a je s ty ’s  F o rce s  o r  th e  nomadic 
p o p u la t io n ,  was 1 ,2 6 3 ,1 3 6 , The p o p u la tio n  shows an: in c re a s e 
o f  21 ,575  o v e r th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  3 1 s t  December 1935-, and an 
in c r e a s e  o f 811,695 o v e r th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  3 1 s t  March 1935, 
a c c o rd in g  to  T ab le  1 , The nomadic p o p u la t io n  a t  th e  d a te  o f 
th e  c en su s  o f 1931 num bered 6 6 ,5 5 3 , and a b o u t t h r e e - q u a r t e r s 
o f  th e  nomads were enum erated, i n  th e  B eersheba  s u b - d i s t r i c t . 
As th e re  a re  no v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  th e 
B ee rsh eb a  s u b - d i s t r i c t ,  and a s  r e tu r n s  o f  b i r t h s  and d e a th s 
o c c u r r in g  among o th e r  nomads a re  d e f e c t iv e ,  i t  i s  th o u g h t 
b e s t  to  e x c lu d e  th e  nomads from  th e  p o p u la t io n  on w hich b i r t h 
and d e a th  r a t e s  a r e  c a l c u la te d .

The e s t im a te d  p o p u la t io n  o f  1 ,2 6 3 ,1 3 6 , e x c lu s iv e  o f 
nomads, i s  made up o f  7 78 ,615  M oslems, 366 ,136  Jew s, 107,21+2 
C h r i s t i a n s  and 11,11+3 o th e r s  (T a b le  1 ) .  The in c re a s e  o f 84 ,695 
i n  th e  p a s t  fo u r  q u a r te r s  was made up o f 2U,169 Moslems, 57 ,2 9 5 
Jew s, 2 ,935  C h r is t ia n s  and 293 o th e r s .  E xcess  o f  b i r t h s  over 
d e a th s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  33 ,010  o f  th e  in c re a s e  and e x ce ss  o f  a r ­
r i v a l s  o v e r d e p a r tu re s  f o r  th e  re m a in in g  51,685*

TABLE 1 . -  ESTIMATED POPULATION OF PALESTINE (EXCLUSIVE OF 
NOMADS WHO NUMBERED 66 ,553  AT THE CENSUS OF 
1931, AND OF MEMBERS OF HIS MAJESTY’S FORCES).

DATE TOTAL MOSLEMS JEWS CHRISTIANS OTHERS

3 1 s t Dec. 1934 1,1UU,OO1 7 47 ,824 282 ,970 102,1+11+ 10,793
3 1 s t Mar. 1935 1 ,1 7 8 ,Wtl 754 ,446 308,838 104,307 10,850
30 th June, 1935 1 ,1 9 4 ,5 2 9 759 ,904 325,358 103,371 10,896
30 th Sept. 1935 1 ,2 1 5 ,9 6 3 763 ,353 337,445 10U,205 10,960
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The b i r t h  r a t e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  q u a r te r  o f 1936, c a lc u ­
l a t e d  on th e  mean p o p u la t io n  f o r  th e  q u a r te r ,  was e q u iv a le n t 
to  an  a n n u a l r a t e  o f  5 2 .1  p e r  th o u san d  o f  p o p u la t io n ,  com­
p a re d  w ith  U 8.7 in  th e  p re v io u s  q u a r te r ,  and 5 2 .0  in  th e 
f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1935- The b i r t h  r a t e  was h ig h e s t  among 
M oslems, a t  6 3 .2 ,  and lo w e s t among Jew s, a t  31 -9 . In  re c e n t 
V ears P a le s t in e  h a s  shown a b i r t h  r a t e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  h ig h e r 
th a n  any o th e r  c o u n try  p u b l i s h in g  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  e x ce p t 
f g y p t ,  and on th e  av erag e  th e  P a l e s t i n i a n  b i r t h  r a t e  i s 
h ig h e r  th a n  th e  E g y p tia n . P a l e s t i n e  may th e r e f o r e  c la im 
t h a t  i t s  b i r t h  r a t e  i s  one o f  t h e  h ig h e s t ,  i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y 
th e  h ig h e s t ,  in  th e  w orld  (T ab le  3 ) .

Of th e  1 6 ,327  b i r t h s  f o r  th e  q u a r t e r ,  6 ,2 6 9  took 
p la c e  in  th e  e ig h te e n  towns w hich a r e  th e  D epartm ent o f  H ealth 
a d m in i s t r a t io n  c e n t r e s ,  and  10 ,058  in  th e  re m a in in g  a re a s 
w hich a re  p re d o m in a n tly  r u r a l .  3 ,265  b i r t h s  o f  Moslems, o r 
26. U p e r  c e n t ,  o f  a l l  Moslem b i r t h s ,  to o k  p la c e  in  th e s e  towns 
a s  com pared w ith  2 ,228  b i r t h s  o f  Jew s, o r  abou t 77 p e r  c e n t .  ' 
o f  a l l  Jew ish  b i r t h s .  The p la c e  o f  o c c u r re n c e , how ever, i s 
n o t  alw ays th e  u s u a l  p la c e  o f  r e s id e n c e  o f  th e  m o th e r, p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  among th e  Jew ish  community.

TABLE 2 . -  BIRTHS, BY COMMUNITIES, IN THE FIRST QUARTER 
OF 1936, AND IN EACH OF THE FOUR 

PRECEDING QUARTERS.

1935
1 s t  Q u a rte r

TOTAL MOSLEMS JEWS CHRISTIANS OTHERS

15,108 11,577 2 ,3 8 4 1,025 122
2nd " 12,314 9 ,1 3 3 2,195 883 103
3 rd  ” 11 ,550 8,C66 2 ,557 815 112
U th ” 14 ,969 11,143 2 ,731 965 130

1936
1 s t  Q u a r te r 16 ,327 12,2U0_ 2 ,878  - 1 ,051 158
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DEATHS >

T o ta l  d e a th s  re c o rd e d  i n  th e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  1936, a s  shown in  T ab le  h , numbered 5 ,2L 7 , b e in g  778 few er th e n in  th e  p re c e d in g  q u a r te r ,  and 98 few er th a n  in  th e  f i r s t q u a r te r  o f  1935 (T ab le  h ) .  Of th e s e  d e a th s  710, o r  abou t 
13? p e r  c e n t . ,  w ere d e a th s  o f  Jew s, w hich w ere 130 more th a n  in  th e  f i r s t  q u a r te r  o f  1935, w h ile  a l l  o th e r  communi­t i e s  showed r e d u c t io n  in  t h i s  com parison . T h is  d e c l in e  in th e  number o f  d e a th s  was e x p e r ie n c e d  in  m ost d iv i s io n s .  Even in  H a ifa ,  w here th e  p o p u la t io n  h a s  in c re a s e d  c o n s id e ra b ly , d e a th s  w ere o n ly  U69 as com pared w ith  505 in  th e  f i r s t q u a r t e r  o f  1935- The o n ly  d iv i s io n s  to  show s i g n i f i c a n t in c r e a s e s  in  t h i s  com parison  were T e l-A v iv , w ith  an  in c re a s e from  1UU to  225, and M ajd a l, w ith  an in c re a s e  from  307 to  373.

The an n u a l d e a th  r a t e  f o r  a l l  com m unities in  th e f i r s t  q u a r te r  o f  1936, c a l c u l a t e d  on th e  mean p o p u la t io n  of th e  q u a r t e r ,  was 1 6 .8  p e r  th o u san d  o f  p o p u la tio n  com pared w ith  19*6 in  th e  p re v io u s  q u a r te r ,  and 18 . U in  th e  f i r s t q u a r te r  o f  1935* The d e a th  r a t e  among Moslems was 2 1 .5 , among Jews 7*9 and among C h r is t ia n s  1 3 .8  (T ab le  5 ) .

TABLE U .-  DEATHS, BY COMMUNITIES, IN THE FIRST QUARTER 
OF 1936, AND IN EACH OF THE FOUR 

PRECEDING QUARTERS.

TOTAL MOSLEMS JEWS CHRISTIANS OTHERS
1935

1 s t  Q u a rte r 5 ,345 4 ,3 6 1 580 339 65
2nd " 5 ,5 2 0 4,1*12 66U 387 57
3 rd  " 5,358 U,20U 750 356 48
n t h  " 6 ,025 4 ,8 4 5 754 367 59

1936
1 s t  Q u a rte r 5,21*7 4 ,1 5 3 710 338 46
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M I G R A T I O N .

Im m ig ra tio n  in  th e  e la p s e d  p e r io d  o f 1936 has "been 
v e ry  much l e s s  th a n  in  th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  p e r io d  o f  1935- In 
th e  f i r s t  s i x  m onths o f  1936 th e  a g g re g a te  number o f  immi­
g r a n t s  a r r i v i n g  in  P a le s t in e  was 1 5 ,9 5 2 , as  com pared w ith 
29 ,153  in  th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  p e r io d  o f 1935, a  re d u c t io n  o f 
1 3 ,201  o r more th a n  U5 p e r  c e n t .  (T ab le  6)

The t o u r i s t  t r a d e  was a l s o  much re d u c ed  in  th e  l a t e s t 
p e r io d .  The a g g re g a te  number o f  " te m p o ra ry  v i s i t o r s  a r r i v i n g ” 
i n  P a l e s t i n e  in  th e  f i r s t  s ix  months o f  th e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  was 
o n ly  3h ,037 a s  com pared w ith  5 6 ,2 7 0  i n  th e  same p e r io d  o f  1935, 
a r e d u c t io n  o f  22 ,233  o r n e a r ly  hO p e r  c e n t .  E a rn in g s  o f 
h o t e l s ,  g u id e s  and shops c a t e r i n g  to th e  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  were 
n a t u r a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by  th e  d e c l in e  o f  t o u r i s t  a c t i v i t y .

The e x ce ss  o f  a r r i v a l s  over d e p a r tu r e s ,  in d ic a t in g 
th e  in c re a s e  in  th e  de f a c to  p o p u la t io n  o f  -P a le s tin e  th ro u g h 
m ig r a t io n ,  was 8 ,8 8 7  in  th e  f i r s t  s i x  m onths o f 1936 as com­
p a re d  w ith  33 ,971  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f 1935, o r  b u t  l i t t l e 
more th a n  one q u a r te r  o f  t h a t  o f  l a s t  y e a r .  I t  i s  no tew orthy 
t h a t  in  May 1936 and June 1936 d e p a r tu re s  exceeded  a r r i v a l s 
by  2,93U and 2,U56 as com pared w ith  excessesof 1 ,009  and 3,U70 
a r r i v a l s  over d e p a r tu re s  r e s p e c t i v e ly  in  May and Ju n e , 1935*

C a p i t a l i s t  im m ig ran ts  ( th o s e  w ith  LP.1000 and upw ards) 
num bered 2 ,1 2 4  in  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1936 a s  com pared w ith 
3 ,1 3 7  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f  1935, a  d e c l in e  o f n e a r ly  one 
t h i r d  from  l a s t  y e a r  (T ab le  7 )•  P o lan d  and Germany s u p p lie d 
th e  l a r g e s t  numbers o f im m ig ran ts  (T ab le  8 . ) .
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TABLE 6 . -  MIGRATION INTO AND FROM PALESTINE, 
JANUARY -  JUNE, 1935 AND 1936.

1 9 3 5
Ja n . Feb. March A p r i l May June

a) A r r i v a l s :
( i )  T o ta l  im m igran ts  a r r i v i n g 3 ,996 5,296 6,881 4 ,3 6 4 4 ,152 U,U6UJewish inm igrants a r r i v i n g (3,919) (5,220) (6,800) (4,226) (4,008) (4,343)( i i )  R e s id e n ts  r e tu r n in g  a f t e r 

ab sence  o f a p e r io d  ex -c e e d in g  one y e a r 18U(iii) R e s id e n ts  r e tu r n i n g  a f t e r
95 133 165 156 151

ab sence  o f  a p e r io d  n o te x c e e d in g  one y e a r 3 ,1 6 0 2,579 4 ,511 4 ,8 5 5 3,657 4,685(iv) Tem porary v is i to rs  a r r iv in g 4 ,4 9 5 7,020 16 ,902 12,328 9,181 6,344(v) T r a n s i t  t r a v e l le r s  a r r iv in g 730 sou 940 1,093 1,047 1,451
T o ta l  A r r iv a l s 1 2 ,476 15,832 29,399 22 ,824 18,193 17,095

b) D e p a r tu re s :
(1 ) R e s id e n ts  d e p a r t in g  f o r a

p e rio d  exceeding one y e a r 44 24 58 35 67 79
( i i )  Re s i  d e b ts  d ^ a r t in g  fo r  ape-

r io d  not exceeding one y e a r 3 ,2 3 0 3,970 U,202 4 ,7 5 0 5,128 6,214
( i i i )  Temporary v is i to r s  d e p a r t in g
(iv) T ra n s it t r a v e l l e r s  d e p a rtin g

3 ,6 9 4 5,522 10,219 12,362 11,117 6,083
622 597 8U8 862 872 1,249

T o ta l  D e p a r tu re s 7 ,5 9 0 10 ,113 15 ,327 18,009 17 ,184 13,625
Excess of A rriv a ls  over Departures 4 ,8 8 6 5,719 1U,O72 4 ,815 1,009 3,470

” ” ” ’’ Jew ish (4 ,336 ) (6,702) (13,026) (3,194) (3,147) (3,648)

a) A r r i v a l s :
1 9 3

( i)  T o ta l  im m ig ran ts  a r r iv i n g 2 ,316 2,UU0 3,892 3,353 ,2 ,363 •1 ,5 8 8
Jewish im m igrants a r r i v i n g (2,170) (2,353) (3,772) 6,193) (2,261) (1,438)

( i i )  R e s id e n ts  r e tu r n i n g  a f t e r 
ab sence  o f  a p e r io d  ex -
c e e d in g  one y e a r 93 74 10U 114 109 83( ii i)  R e s id e n ts  r e tu r n i n g  a f t e r 
ab se n c e  o f  a p e r io d  n o t
e x ce e d in g  one y e a r 3 ,378 2,947 6,148 4 ,699 2,325 3 ,173
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TABLE 7 . -  PERSONS R E G IST SB . AS IMMIGRANTS, BY LEADING CATEGORIES, 
BY MONTHS, JANUARY TO JUNE, 1935 AND 193 6 .

NOTE.- T h ia  t a b le  ln « l« A a s  p a rso n s  o r i g i n a l l y  coming In to 
th e  c o u n try ,  a s  v i s i tO M .  b u t  r e g i s t e r i n g  a s  im m igran ts  in 
th e  months i n  q u e s t io n .

1 C a t e g o r y J a n . ’Fob. Mar. A pr. May June

1 9 3

A (i) P e rso n s  w ith  L P .1000 and 
upwards 397 511 689 453 581 506

Atm) 
A ®

D ependan ts  on p e rs o n s  i n  A (i)

S k i l l e d  a r t i s a n s  w ith  n o t  l e s s 
th a n  LP.250

345

37

447

31

707

62

384

30

449

23

431

18

D ependan ts  on p e rso n s  i n  A (iii) 54 55 85 50 39 29

0 P e rso n s  coining to  employment 1 ,284 1,660 1,740 1.236 779 778

D ependan ts  on p e rs o n s  i n  C 1 ,236 1,675 1,461 1.115 946 908

D D ependan ts  o f  r e s id e n t s  o f 
P a le s t in e 794 988 1,777 1,171 1,U21 1,657

O th e r c a t e g o r ie s 205 287 675 297 364 503

T O T A L 11,352 5 ,654 7,196 4 ,7 3 6 4 ,602 4 ,8 3 0

1 9 3 6.
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TABLE 8 . -  PERSONS REGISTERED AS IMMIGRANTS, BY CHIEF COUNTRIES 
OF PREVIOUS RESIDENCE, BY MONTHS, JANUARY TO . 

JUNE 1935 AND 1936.

NOTE.- T h is  t a b l e  in c lu d e s  p e rs o n s  o r i g i n a l l y  e n te r in g  th e 
c o u n try  a s  v i s i t o r s ,  b u t  r e g i s t e r i n g  a s  im m ig ran ts  in  th e 
month in  q u e s t io n .

P r in c i p a l  c o u n t r ie s  o f 
P re v io u s  R esid en ce January February March A p r i l May June

1 9  3 5-
Poland 1 .962 2,035 3,588 1,611 1 ,950 2,632
Germany 556 947 832 665 470 394
Roumania 174 351 275 328 504 492
C zech o slo v ak ia 144 179 99 71 70 76
L ith u a n ia 12U 21+0 128 287 132 132
L a tv ia 27 178 102 97 75 65
France 89 62 62 129 85 130
G rea t B r i t a i n 66 49 49 44 67 42
S w itz e rla n d 11 7 12 23 19 -
Turkey 110 332 194 219 59 78
Yemen and Aden 237 1 424 181 14 16
U. S . A m erica 42 197 349 62 183 138
O ther C o u n tr ie s 810 1.076 1,082 1,019 974 635

T O T A L 4 ,3 5 2 5»65U 7 ,196 4 ,7 3 6 4 ,602 4 ,830

1 9  3 6- 
P o land 822 868 1,739 1,261 876 759
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PART I I . -  THE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION AS AT JUNE 30.

R eview  o f  th e  C i t r u s  Season 193 5 -1 9 3 6 .-  The c i t r u s 
c ro p s  o f 1935-1936 t o t a l l e d  5 ,8 9 7 ,3 1 0  "boxes, a f ig u r e  w hich, 
owing to  th e  h o t d ry in g  w inds o f  May 1935, was c o n s id e ra b ly 
l e s s  th a n  had  b e e n  e x p e c te d . The c ro p  in c lu d e d  4 ,9 9 7 ,3 0 2 
boxes  o f  o ra n g e s , 850 ,120  o f  g r a p e f r u i t ,  4 6 ,915  o f  lemons 
and 2 ,9 7 3  o f  o th e r  c i t r u s ,  m a in ly  ta n g e r in e s .

Of th e  c i t r u s  f r u i t s  e x p o r te d , th e  U n ited  Kingdom 
to o k  4 ,0 0 9 ,5 0 3  boxes  o r  more th a n  80 p e r  c e n t ,  o f  th e  t o t a l . 
The b a la n c e  was s e n t  in  in c r e a s e d  q u a n t i t i e s  as  compared 
w ith  th e  p re c e d in g  sea so n  t o  th e  fo l lo w in g  c o u n t r i e s ,  m ain ly 
i n  N o rth e rn  E u ro p e , th e  1934-1935 f ig u r e s  b e in g  g iv e n  in 
p a r e n th e s e s :  P o la n d  273 ,205  boxes (1 6 3 ,0 8 6 ); Sweden 162,229 
b o x es  (1 0 8 ,3 7 5 ) ;  Denmark 9 6 ,0 2 9  boxes (6 4 ,8 6 3 ) ;  L a tv ia 
25 ,7 3 9  boxes  (9 0 3 ) ;  C z e c h o slo v ak ia  77 ,872  boxes  (6 2 ,0 6 9 ) ; 
B u lg a r ia  20 ,216  boxes (6 ,6 4 1 ) -  On th e  o th e r  hand red u ced 
q u a n t i t i e s  were s e n t  to  Germany, a t  222,644 boxes  (5 0 9 ,4 9 4 ); 
F ran c e  114 ,170  boxes (1 7 0 ,5 8 6 ) ;  B elgium  84 ,392  boxes 
(1 2 4 ,0 0 2 ) ;  Roumania 137 ,662  boxes (1 7 0 ,0 2 7 ) ;  H o lland 
3 44 ,679  boxes  (3 6 7 ,8 9 5 ) ;  Y u g o slav ia  19 ,121 boxes (2 7 ,1 3 4 ) . 
T here  was a l s o  a  c o n s id e ra b le  f a l l i n g  o f f  o f  e x p o r ts  to 
Canada, owing to  fa v o u ra b le  term s b e in g  g ra n te d  to  com peting 
c i t r u s  f r u i t  from  th e  U n ite d  S t a te s .

A pproxim ate  a v e rag e  p r i c e s  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  o ranges 
and g r a p e f r u i t  in  th e  m ark e ts  o f  th e  U n ite d  Kingdom i n  1935- 
1936 were from  abou t 9s.- 9d . to  12s. 3d. f o r  o ranges and 
1 0 s . 6d . f o r  g r a p e f r u i t .  I n  1934-1935 "the c o rre sp o n d in g 
f i g u r e s  were 9 s . 6d . and I l s .  6d. r e s p e c t iv e ly  f o r  o ranges 
and g r a p e f r u i t ,  and in  1933-1934 U s .  Od. and 14s. 6d. 
r e s p e c t i v e ly .
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the condition of summer crops owing to poor dew-fall and 
inadequate moisture. Cucurbitaceous crops in the Gaza- 
Majdal area are about average. Poor crops of sesame and 
durra ane expected from most localities.

Northern District.- Harvesting of cereals has 
been completed and threshing of all winter crops is in 
progress, yields varying considerably. The crops of the Eastern or Ghor areas were a total hO per cent of normal. 
Leguminous crops were generally below normal, owing to 
heat waves. Summer crops were mainly poor. The tobacco 
crop was generally poor.

Jerusalem District.- Harvesting of winter crops 
is nearly bcmpleted, and threshing is in progress. Yields 
in the western hills are somewhat higher than last year, 
but those of the eastern slopes are most disappointing. 
Summer crops are generally poor.

Vegetable Growing.- Abundant yields have been 
obtained, but the abnormal situation has prevented mar­
keting, values being therefore very low in the villages, 
but high in the cities. Large quantities have been left 
unpicked, so that serious losses have been incurred among 
vegetable growers and merchants. The bulk of the melon crop 
remained in the fields at the date under review.

Grazing.- Grazing is not available in the plains 
and coastal area, and hill side grazing has become very 
scanty. Animals are being grazed on the stubble of harvested 
fields and on poor durra fields in the south. Yet the con­
dition of live stock was generally satisfactory.

Markets.- Prices of agricultural commodities have 
changed but little in the country as a whole, but urban 
prices of dairy produce, poultry, eggs, etc., are higher 
and village prices lower. Considerable difficulty was 
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PART III.- TRADE AND TRANSPORTATION.

THE TRADE OF PALESTINE IN THE FIVE MONTHS ENDED MAY, 
1935 AND 1936.

The imports of merchandise in the first five months 
of 1936 ended May, aggregated LP.5,739,942, as compared with 
LP.7,321,057 and LP.5,858,030 resepctively in the corresponding 
periods of 1935 and 193k» thus showing a decrease of 
LP.1,581,115 or 21.6 per cent, from the 1935 period and a 
decrease of LP.118,088 or 2.0 per cent, from the corresponding 
193U period. Food, drink and tobacco imported in the first 
five months of 1936 had a total value of LP.l,316,h65 as com­
pared with LP. 1,U33,726 in the same period of 19 35, a decrease 
of LP.117,261 or 8.2 per cent. Imports of raw materials and 
mainly unmanufactured articles in the 1936 period totalled 
LP.l+U6,528 as compared with LP.536,61b in the corresponding 
1935 period, a decrease of LP.90,086 or 16.8 per cent. Imports 
of wholly or mainly manufactured articles in the 1936 period 
totalled LP.3,053,bb5 as compared with LP-U,576,838 in the 
corresponding 1935 period, a decrease of LP.1,523,393 or 
33-3 per cent. Unclassified imports, however, increased from 
LP.773,879 in the 1935 period to LP.923,50b in the 1936 period, 
an increase of LP.lb9,625 or 19.3 per cent.

Exports of merchandise of domestic produce in the 
first five months of 1936, ended May, were LP.2,210,389 as 
compared with LP.3,172,bib and LP.2,h21,bOO in the corres­
ponding periods of 1935 and 193b respectively, thus showing 
a decrease of LP.962,025 or 30.3 per cent, from the corres­
ponding 1935 period and a decrease of LP.211,011 or 8.7 per 
cent, from the corresponding 1934 period. Exports of food, 
drink and tobacco in the 1936 period totalled LP.2,019,9U9 
as compared with LP.3,012,309 in the 1935 period, a decrease 
of LP.992,360 or 32.9 per cent, chiefly due to the decrease 
in the exports of citrus fruits. Exports of raw materials 



11  -

TABLE 9 . -  IMPORTS OP MERCHANDISE, EXPORTS OP MERCHANDISE OP 
PALESTINIAN PRODUCE AND RE EXPORTS OP MERCHANDISE 

IN EACH MONTH PROM JANUARY TO MAY, 1935 AND 1936,

I m p o r t s E x p o r t s  D o m e s tic 
P ro d u c e R e -e x p o b ts

■1935 1936 -1935 1936 1935 1936

J a n u a ry 
F e b ru a ry 
March 
A p r i l 
May

LP.

1 ,2 0 9 ,6 9 0
1 ,3 4 8 ,8 8 1
1 ,7 9 3 ,8 2 7
1 ,4 2 0 ,6 7 8
1 ,5 4 7 ,9 8 1

LP.

1 ,3 3 0 ,3 0 3 
1 ,1 2 8 ,3 4 8 
1 ,2 7 3 ,4 0 5 
1 ,0 6 3 ,7 1 7

9 4 4 ,1 6 9

LP.

6 6 6 ,8 7 0
7 8 8 ,3 6 6

1 ,0 5 2 ,2 7 4
5 9 9 ,9 8 5

6 4 ,9 1 9

LP.

6 8 5 ,5 6 7 
7 2 4 ,1 1 6 
6 3 5 ,0 8 1
1 2 2 ,9 3 9

4 2 ,6 8 6

LP.

2 1 ,1 7 5
2 3 ,3 1 4
1 9 ,7 8 8
2 9 ,9 7 2
2 4 ,7 4 6

LP.

26,U 36 
1 5 ,9 1 5 
2U ,258 
1 6 ,0 7 6 
2 0 ,0 9 9

T o ta l  f i v e 
M onths 7 ,3 2 1 ,0 5 7 5 ,7 3 9 ,9 4 2 3 ,1 7 2 ,4 1 4 2 ,2 1 0 ,3 8 9 1 1 8 ,9 9 5 102,781+

1

TABLE 1 0 . -  IMPORTS, EXPORTS, RE-EXPORTS, E T C ., OP PALESTINE 
IN THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF 1935 AND 1936.

I T E M S
From  1 s t  J a n u a r y  t o  e n d  o f  May

1935 1936

I M P O R T S .

CLASS I  -  F o o d , D r in k  an d  T o b a cco
CLASS I I  -  Raw M a t e r i a l s  and  A r t i c l e s 

m a in ly  u n m a n u fa c tu re d

CLASS I I I  -  A r t i c l e s  w h o l ly  o r  m a in ly 
m a n u f a c tu r e d

CLASS IV  -  U n c l a s s i f i e d

LP.

1 ,4 3 3 ,7 2 6

5 3 6 ,6 1 4

4 ,5 7 6 ,8 3 8
7 7 3 ,8 7 9

LP.

1 ,3 1 6 ,4 6 5

4 4 6 ,5 2 8

3 ,0 5 3 ,4 4 5
9 2 3 ,5 0 4

7 ,3 2 1 ,0 5 7 5 ,7 3 9 ,9 4 2



DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE BY LEADING COUNTRY?3.

T a b le s  11 and 12 show th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i.y c o u n tr ie s 
o f  th e  im p o rts  and e x p o r ts  o f P a le s t in e  in  th e  f i r s t  f iv e 
m onths o f  1936, as  compared w ith  th e  c o rre sp o n d in g  p e r io d  o f 
1935, by  v a lu e s  and p e rc e n ta g e s .  The U n ite d  Kingdom s ta n d s 
f i r s t  as  a  so u rc e  o f  im p o rts  in  b o th  p e r io d s ,  Germany ranks 
seco n d , w h ile  Roumania, th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  o f  A m erica and 
S y r ia  come n e x t .  P e rc e n ta g e s  o f  im p o rts  from  Germany, S y r ia , 
H o lla n d , Roumania and S w itz e r la n d  in c re a s e d  in  th e  1936 period, 
a s  com pared w ith  th e  c o rre sp o n d in g  1935 p e r io d ,  though  the 
a b s o lu te  v a lu e s  o f  im p o rts  from th e s e  c o u n tr ie s  d e c re a se d . 
The r e d u c t io n  o f  b o th  im p o r ts  from  and  e x p o r ts  to  I t a l y  in 
th e  1936 p e r io d ,  i s  n o tew o rth y . Im ports  from  a l l  c o u n t r ie s 
e x c e p t S w itz e r la n d  showed a b s o lu te  d e c re a s e s .

The U n ite d  Kingdom to o k  n e a r ly  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  our 
e x p o r ts ,  H o llan d  coming second , S y r ia  t h i r d  and Germany f o u r th 
in  th e  1936 p e r io d ,  w h ile  in  th e  1935 p e r io d ,  Germany came 
seco n d , H o lla n d  t h i r d  and S y r ia  fo u r th .  Denmark, P o land , 
Sweden, S y r ia  and th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f A m erica took  g r e a te r 
a b s o lu te  v a lu e s  o f  ou r lo w er t o t a l  e x p o r ts  in  th e  f i r s t  f iv e 
m onths o f  1936 th a n  in  th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  p e r io d  o f 1935*

TABLE 1 1 .-  ORIGIN OF IMPORTS, FIRST FIVJ MONTHS 
1935 AND 1936.

— ...........——
F i r s t  F iv e  Months F i r s t  F ive  Months

1935 1936
COUNTRIES

V alue LP. Percentage Value LP. P e rc e n ta g e

T O T A L 7 ,3 2 1 ,0 5 7 5 ,7 3 9 .9 4 2
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TABLE 1 2 . -  DESTINATION OF EXPORTS, FIRST FIVE MONTHS, 
1935 ■’’AND 1936.

COUNTRIES
F i r s t  F iv e  Months

1935
F i r s t  F ive  Months

1936
V alue LP. Percentage V alue LP. Percentage

T O T A L 3 ,1 7 2 ,m u 100 .0 2 ,2 1 0 ,3 8 9 100.0

U nited  Kingdom 2 ,0 8 0 ,0 9 9 6 5 ,6 1 ,27 9 ,1 2 5 5 7 .9

B r i t i s h  P o s s e s s io n s 39,8U2 1 .3 28,903 1 .3

Belgium 62 ,230 2 .0 35,807 1 .6

Denmark 31 ,938 1 .0 38,130 1-7

France 65,1*1+3 2 .1 32,666 _ 1 .5

Germany 2t*2,7Ul 717 99,713 6 .5

H olland 157,611 5 .0 161,556 6 .6

I t a ly 5 ,532 0 .2 966 o.ou

Norway 56 ,766 1 .8 61,506 1 .9

Poland 65 ,355 2 .1 98,906 6 .5
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S H I P P I N G .

The s h ip p in g  t r a d e  o f  P a le s t in e  p o r t s  in  th e  f i r s t 
fo u r  m onths o f  1936 was n a tu r a l l y  a f f e c t e d  hy th e  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  (T ab le  13)• The r e g i s t e r e d  tonnage o f 
th e  v e s s e l s  e n te re d  a t  H a ifa  in  the  f i r s t  fo u r  months o f 
1936 was 1 ,5 8 1 ,2 8 b  to n s  a s  compared w ith  1 ,9 0 3 ,5 7 9  tons 
i n  th e  same p e r io d  o f  1935, a d e c l in e  o f abou t 17 p e r 
c e n t ;  th e  tonnage  o f  ca rg o  d is c h a rg e d  was 222,626 as 
com pared w ith  256,65b in  1935, o r a d e c l in e  o f  over 13 
p e r  c e n t .  S im i la r ly ,  th e  r e g i s t e r e d  tonnage o f  th e 
v e s s e l s  c l e a r e d  a t  H a ifa  in  th e  f i r s t  fo u r months o f 1936 
was 1 ,5 6 8 ,7 6 9  a s  a g a in s t  1 ,9 3 6 ,9 6 3  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f 
1935, a d d c lin e  o f 368,19b to n s  o r  19 p e r  c e n t ;  the  cargo 
lo a d e d  t o t a l l e d  63 , b91 to n s  in  th e  f i r s t  fo u r  months o f 
1936 a s  compared w ith  111,199 to n s  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f 
1935, a d e c l in e  o f  a b o u t b3 p e r  c e n t .

S h ip s  e n te re d  a t  J a f f a  i n  th e  f i r s t  fo u r months of 
1936 had  a t o t a l  tonnage o f  696,291 to n s  a s  compared w ith 
7 56 ,679  to n s  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f 1935, a d e c rea se  o f 
60 ,388  to n s  o r  a b o u t 8 p e r  c e n t ,  w h ile  th e  cargo  discharged 
a g g re g a te d  101 ,057  to n s  a s  compared w ith  8 0 ,9 2 9 , an 
in c re a s e  o f 20 ,128 to n s  o r n e a r ly  2.5 p e r  c e n t .  V e sse ls 
c l e a r e d  a t  J a f f a  in  th e  f i r s t  fo u r  months o f 1936 had a 
r e g i s t e r e d  tonnage  o f  703 ,796  to n s  com parable w ith  a 
to n n ag e  o f  763,508 in  th e  same p e r io d  o f 1935, a d e c rea se 
o f  59 ,712 to n s  o r  n e a r ly  8 p e r  c e n t ;  ca rg o  lo a d e d  was 
78 ,2 2 3  to n s  a s  compared w ith  118,719 to n s  i n  th e  same 
p e r io d  o f  1935, a r e d u c t io n  o f  bO,b96 to n s  o r  3b p e r  c e n t .

G e n e ra lly  sp e a k in g , d e c l in e  i n  carg o  d isc h a rg e d 
a p p e a rs  to  be  r e l a t e d  to  th e  d e c l in e  in  im m ig ration , 
w h ile  d e c l in e  in  c a rg o  lo a d e d  i s  n o t unconnec ted  w ith 
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TABLE 1 3 . -  SHIPPING ENTERED AND CLEARED, AND CARGO LOADED AND 
UNLOADED, AT HAIFA AND JAFFA, FIRST FOUR MONTHS, 

1935 AND 1936-

1 9 3 5
Ja n u a ry F e b ru a ry March A p ril

H aifa  P o r t :

a) No- o f  v e s s e l s  e n te re d 
Tonnage o f  v e s s e l s  e n te re d 
Tons o f  c a rg o  d is c h a rg e d 
No, o f  v e s s e l s  c le a r e d 
Tonnage o f  v e s s e l s  c le a r e d 
Tons o f  c a rg o  lo a d e d

192 
3711,222 

83 ,596
1811 

380,233 
32 ,217

158 
1+92,088 

61,033
167 

1+96,537 
36 ,789

196 
646,547 

60 ,619 
205 

663,713 
31,878

174 
390,722 

51 ,406
175 

396,480 
5,822

J a f f a  P o r t :
b) No. o f  v e s s e l s  e n te re d 

Tonnage o f  v e s s e l s  e n te re d 
Tons o f  c a rg o  d is c h a rg e d 
No. o f  v e s s e l s  c le a r e d 
Tonnage o f v e s s e l s  c le a r e d 
Tons o f c a rg o  lo a d e d

106 
173,511 

21,1+91
112 

178,909 
36 ,213

89 
157,511 

13,801+
75 

139,803 
27 ,076

130 
224,739 

20 ,400
137 

239:720 
42 ,088

150 
201,057 

25 ,234
142 

205,070 
13,-342

1 9 3 6

H aifa P o r t :
a) No. o f v e s s e l s  e n te re d 

Tonnage o f  v e s s e ls  e n te re d 
186 

406,149 
60,5/47

152 
331+,828 

175 
1+1+2,698 

1+7,621+

172 
397,609 

60 ,220
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RAILWAY OPERATIONS.

The b u s in e s s  o f  t h e  P a le s t in e  R ailw ays in  th e  f i r s t 
f i v e  months o f  1936, a s  w i l l  be seen  i n  Table  14, showed, a 
m arked r e c e s s io n  from  th e  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  th e  c o rre sp o n d in g 
p e r io d  o f  1935, p a r t l y  no d o u b t i n  consequence o f  th e  d i s ­
tu rb e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  and th e  - s u i t i n g  re d u c tio n 
i n  t o u r i s t  t r a d e  an d  th e  lo w er tempo o f g e n e ra l  b u s in e s s  in 
th e  p r e v a i l i n g  u n c e r t a i n t i e s .  A ggrega te  g ro s s  revenue fo r 
th e  f iv e  month p e r io d  was L P .339,808 a s  compared w ith 
LP.398,86U  in  th e  same p e r io d  o f  1935 -  a  drop  o f L P .59,056 
o r  1U*8 p e r  c e n t .  W orking expenses  were 2 .6  p e r  c e n t h ig h e r 
a t  LP*265,353 a s  com pared w ith  L P .258 ,566 . P a sse n g e rs 
c a r r i e d ,  e x c lu s iv e  o f  th o se  w ith  sea so n  t i c k e t s ,  were n e a r ly 
3 p e r  c e n t ,  more i n  th e  f i r s t  f iv e  months o f  the  p re s e n t  y e a r 
a t  1,1O5,U9U as com pared w ith  l,0 7 4 iU 1 0 , b u t  p a sse n g e r  revenue 
was n e a r ly  10 p e r  c e n t ,  low er a t  LP;lq .2 ,329 as compared w ith 
LP.158,0U5« Goods revenue  was a ls o  n e a r ly  19 p e r  c e n t ,  low er 
a t  L P .169 ,061  as compared w ith  LP.208,62U , w h ile  tonnage o f 
goods c a r r i e d  was o n ly  37U,18O as compared w ith  501,077 -  a 
d e c l in e  o f  25*3 p e r  c e n t .  The tonnage o f th e  more im p o rtan t 
com m odities c a r r i e d  in  th e  f i r s t  f iv e  months o f 1936 i s  g iven 
by  m onths i n  T ab le  15 •

TABLE 1U .- SUMMARY STATISTICS OF RAILWAY OPERATION, (ALL LINES), 
FIRST FIVE MONTHS, 1935 AND 1936.

1 9 3 5
Jan u a ry February March A p ril May

T o ta l G ross Revenue LP. 76 ,353 71*,063 107,61+8 75,801* 62,996
Working E xpenses LP. 50,115 51+.1+35 69,161+ 2+2,676 62 ,176
P assen g e r Revenue LP. 25,911 28 ,210 37,1+19 UO, h08 26,097
Goods Revenue LP. 48 ,962 U2,303 52,299 31 ,996 33,059
No. P a sse n g e rs  (e x c . 

Season t i c k e t s ) No. 193,923 166,865 21+7,329 268,1*78 199,837
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TABLE 1 5 .-  TONNAGE OP LEADING COMMODITIES TRANSPORTED BY 
PALESTINE RAILW YS AND OPERATED LINES IN 

EACH MONTH PROM JANUARY TO MAY, 1936.

Name of Commodity 1 9 3
January February March A pril Mey

B arley 1,567 2,253 885 320 1,612Wheat 1,788 2,010 1,566 557 2,562Maize 313 1,1+21 265 337 510Other C erea ls 762 60S 195 185 569Tibben 888 610 603 618 1,392Oil Cakes 711 393 U6U 1+28 360Flour 1,178 1,086 1,362 1,617 6,358Rice 1*99 507 997 218 1,152Sugar 7314 966 998 1,127 1,625Other G roceries and
P ro v is io n s 2,676 3,1+66 3,596 6,692 7,710Sand 1,276 1,627 1,035 1,363 1,305Stone 6,697 1,966 3,281 2,693 3,561

Lime 1,918 853 327 863 1,208
Cement 16,181 16,661 15,773 9,968 8,706
Asphalt 627 296 660 511 1,766Other B u ild ing  M a te ria ls 9,395 5,663 7,361 5,176 3,691
Wooden p lanks fo r  Boxes 3,178 51+6 559 6U —
Manure 977 1,626 1,189 905 626
Oranges 20,986 17,898 16,619 162 32
G rap efru it 2,131 1,762 368 33 —
Lemons 77 — — —
felons — — — — 7
Grape s — — — — —

9,051 8,562 7,686 8,663 7,605
Coal 891 6,51+6 3,117 6,268 1,712
P e tro l 1,216 1,052 1,026 1,378 1,578
F ire  Wood 236 238 311 230 109
Soap U7 76 188 130 UO

632 862 1,686 597 609
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POSTAL, TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH RECEIPTS.

A b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e  which i s  c a r r i e d  on by  Government 
in  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  i s  t h a t  o f  th e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  w h ile  in  many 
c o u n t r ie s  th e  te le g ra p h s  and te le p h o n e s  a l s o  a re  under th e  P o s t 
O ff ic e  D epartm en t, a s  in  P a le s t in e .  The r e c e i p t s  o f th e  P o s t 
O ff ic e  D epartm ent a re  t h e r e f o r e  an e x c e l l e n t  b a ro m e te r o f  g e n e ra l 
b u s in e s s ,  and i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e n co u rag in g  to  n o te  t h a t  th e  a g g re ­
g a te  c a sh  rev en u e  o f  th e  D epartm ent was LR 418,896 in  th e  f i s c a l 
y e a r  ended March 3 1 s t ,  1936, as compared w ith  LR 355,817 in  i t s 
p re d e c e s s o r  -  an in c r e a s e  o f  LE 63 ,079  o r  17 .7  p e r  c e n t .  W hile 
th e  in c r e a s e  was due in  p a r t  to  th e  in c re a s e  o f  te le p h o n e s  and o f 
b ro a d c a s t  l i c e n c e s ,  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  and c o n tin u o u s  item  o f 
c ash  re v e n u e  a r i s i n g  from th e  d a i l y  s a le  o f  stam ps to  th e  g e n e ra l 
p u b l ic  was LP. 205 ,576  a s  compared w ith  LR 170 ,992 , o r  over 20 p e r 
c e n t ,  o f  an  in c re a s e .

In  th e  f i r s t  f i v e  months o f  th e  c a le n d a r  y e a r  1936 th e 
t o t a l  c a s h  rev e n u e  o f  th e  D epartm ent o f  P o s ts  and T e le g ra p h s  was 
LR 195 ,849  a s  compared w ith  LR 174,893 i n  th e  same p e r io d  o f  1935, 
an in c r e a s e  o f  p r a c t i c a l l y  12 p e r  c e n t . , w h ile  s a le s  o f  stam ps to 
th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  a g g re g a te d  LR 88 ,959  a s  compared w ith  LR 81,389 
an in c r e a s e  o f  LR 7 ,5 7 0  o r 9 .3  p e r  c e n t .  The d e t a i l s  a re  shown
in  T a b le  16 , from  w hich i t  w i l l  be see n  t h a t  revenue from  t e l e ­
phones w h ile  r a p id ly  i n c r e a s i n g , i s  v e ry  i r r e g u l a r  a s  betw een 
m onths, coming i n  m a in ly  i n  th e  f i r s t  two months o f  each  q u a r te r .

TABLE 1 6 . -  CASH REVENUES OF DEPARTMENT OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, 
FIRST FIVE MONTHS, 1935 AND 1936.

1 9
----------------- —— |
3 5

J  anuary F e b ru a ry March A p r i l May |
LR LR LR LR !
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PART IV.- STATISTICS OF PRICES.

WHOLESALE PRICES IN PALESTINE.

The present index number of wholesale prices in Palestine 
is described and the latest figures of wholesale prices given in 
monthly bulletins issued on Wholesale Prices, available gratis 
on application to the Government Statistician.

Weekly quotations of wholesale prices are normally collect­
ed each Thursday in the markets of each of the four towns of 
Jerusalem, Haifa, Jaffa and Gaza for each of the commodities 
included in the index number. The monthly averages of these
weekly quotations are shown for the first six months of 1936 
in Table 1$, but Jaffa and Gaza quotations could not be obtained 
in May and June. Price quotations for Jerusalem are obtained 
by this Office with the cooperation of the Municipality from a 
number of reliable merchants who regularly submit weekly quota­
tions to the Officer in charge, and for Haifa through the 
courtesy of the Department of Customs, Excise and Trade.

A study of the most recent figures indicates a moderate 
rise in wholesale prices in June, 1936, when the index number 
was 2.2 per cent, higher than in the same month of 1935. This 
rise is due to higher prices for the commodities included in 
Category I, ’’Grain and Meat”.
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TABUS 17.

AVERAGE OF ACTUAL WHOLESALE PRICES IN PALESTINE 
POR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS 1936.

Commodities U n it

----- .----------------------
i 9

Jan u a ry February March A p ril May+ June4

B W F  I ’ ~ G R A I N *
LP. i"°. LP. LP.

Bread ( l o c a l ) 100 kgs 1.380 1 . 36c 1.-360 1.310 1.1+40 1-535Bread (w h ite ) it it 1.780 1 790 1-790 1.790 1.740 1 - 775B e a t it it 0 .800 j .  880 0.890 c . 920 0.160 0.917
Flour (w h ite ) it it 1.1+50 1 494 I-  530 1.510 1.55c 1-595Barley It n 0.1+50 0.550 0.520 0.520 0 - 600 0.495M ille t it it 0.1+70 0 580 0.630 0 . 69c 0. 310 0.680
Kersenneh it it 0 .620 0,620 0.650 0.630 0.650 O.76OTibhen it it 0 .210 0 230 0.230 0.230 0-190
Rice (R a s h id i ) it it 1-330 1 300 1.280 1.300 1.441 1.290
Beef it ii 6.21+0 6 31+0 6.27? 6.490 7-200 7.620
Mutton i i  n 7-610 7 570 7.570 7-01x0 7-560 7-450
Eggs P e r 100 0 .330 0. 290 0.250 0.220 O.25C 0:- 290

ATEGORY n . -  OTHER
FOOD & FRUITS.

Milk l i t r e 0 .018 0.018 0.019 0.016 0 .016 0.016X

B u tte r ( l o c a l ) 100 kgs 12.500 13-340 12. 670 12.450 13-340 21.750 s

Cheese it ti 6.760 5-530 5.420 5 .46o 5.890 5 ,5  5 ^
Po ta toes 0 .810 0.820 0.81+0 0.860 1 010 0.925
Beans It 11 0.980 J , 010 0.990 0.980 i.1 1 5 1.265
Sesame se e d It It 1.890 1-950 1.860 1.870 2.000 2 0 0 5
L e n tils 1.310 1 - 370 1.1+10 1.460 1.320 1-395
Tomatoes It It 1.11+0 0,650 0.680 0 .370 1-155 1.085
Onions 11 0.1+90 0.500 0.600 0. 61+5 0- 790 0.687
Dates 1.130 1 195 1.160 1.112 1.410 1-845
Olives 11 2.11+0 2. 100 2.180 2.260 2. 210 3.120
Grapes 11 11 . — — — — — 1.435
R aisins 1 .890 1.890 1.890 1.940 2.870 2.780
Almonds 11 5.610 5-730 5.450 5-280 6.090 5-850
Coffee b ean s It II 4 .990 4 .870 1+.920 4.910 5-720 5-475
Wine ( re d ) 100 li tr e s 3-UlO 3.720 3.710 3.710 5-900 3.000
Sugar (g ra n u la te d 100 kgs 1.270 1. 280 1.270 1.390 1.410 1.240
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RETAIL PRICES AND COST OF LIVING,

The p r e s e n t  in d e x  number o f  th e  c o s t  o f  l i v in g  in  P a le s ­
t i n e  i s  m a in ly  b a se d  upon th e  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  o f  food com m odities 
and f u e l ,  c o l l e c te d  a t  th e  m idd le  o f  each  month, and does n o t 
ta k e  in to  acc o u n t e i t h e r  th e  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  o f  c lo th in g  o r  o f 
h o u s in g  accom m odation. The v a lu e  o f t h i s  in d e x  number as a 
g u id e  to  t o t a l  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  i s  th e r e f o r e  l im i te d ,  and u n t i l  a 
new in d e x  number o f  w ide r scope can be s u b s t i t u t e d  i t  i s  d e s irab le 
to  l a y  s t r e s s  upon a c tu a l  p r i c e s  and e x p e n d i tu re s ,  as i s  done in 
T a b le s  18 and  19. More d e t a i l e d  in fo rm a tio n  w i l l  be  found in 
th e  R e t a i l  P r ic e s  and C ost o f L iv in g  B u l l e t i n ,  a v a i la b le  g r a t i s 
on a p p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  Government S t a t i s t i c i a n .

COST OF LIVING INDEX,

The m onthly  e x p e n d i tu re  o f  an a v e rag e  P a le s t in ia n  u rban 
fa m ily  on th e  tw en ty  in c lu d e d  com m odities in  J u ly ,  1936, t o t a l l e d 
5168 m i ls ,  g iv in g  an in d e x  number o f  5 9 .1  f o r  t h i s  l a t e s t  month 
(T ab le  1 9 ). In  J a n u a ry , F e b ru a ry , March, A p r i l ,  May and June 
th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  e x p e n d i tu re s  were U735, U661, 4678, U62U, U7U5 
and U93U m ils  r e s p e c t iv e ly ,  g iv in g  in d e x  numbers o f  5U. 1 in 
J a n u a ry , 5 3 .3  in  F e b ru a ry , 5 3 .5  in  March, 5 2 .9  in  A p r i l ,  5U. 2 in 
May and 5 6 .4  in  Ju n e , 1936, r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Thus th e  index  number 
f o r  J u ly  h a s  r i s e n  by  5 .0  p o in ts  s in c e  Ja n u a ry , 1936, and by U. 9 
p o in t s  and 2 .7  p o in ts  s in c e  May and Ju n e , 1936, r e s p e c t iv e ly .

RETAIL PRICES OF PARTICULAR COMMODITIES.

The a v e rag e  r e t a i l  p r i c e s  o f  w heat, b re a d , f l o u r ,  b e e f , 
n a t iv e  b u t t e r ,  c h a rc o a l ,  o l iv e  o i l  and soap N ab u lsi in  P a le s t in e 
have shown advances over June. On th e  o th e r  hand, r i c e  R a s h id i , 
g r a n u la te d  su g a r , eg g s, raw c o f fe e ,  p o ta to e s ,  and on ions re c o rd e d 
a f a l l  in  th e  l a t e s t  m onth. The p r i c e s  o f  m utton , f i s h ,  m ilk , 
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TABLE 18

^ l ^ ^ L ^ . S T 1™ ®  ^  MONTHLY EXPENDITURES OP 
E ^ T O T ^ ™ . ^  m B < ‘K  P A M IL Y  0 N  ^C H  0 F  TWENTY 

COMMODITIES, TOGETHER WITH RESULTING
INDEX NUMBER OP COST OP LIVING, JULY 1936 

( J a n . 1922 = 100 ).

Commodity U n it Q u a n tity
A r i

A
th

v
m
er

e
a
t
g
i
e
c
 
a l 

P r ic e 
(2 )

M onthly 
E x pend itu re 

(1 )  X (2) 
M ils

; Wheat R o ti 5 .25 31 162.75

Bread H 10 .85 51 553-35

F lo u r It 10.15 44 446.60

Mutton Okia 21-35 19 405-65

Beef it 17-08 27 461.16

। F ish ii 12 .81 25 320.25

Milk it 3 8 .4 3 5 192.15

Bu t t e r ,  n a t iv e « 8 .5 4 , 36 307-44

C heese, ” it 8 .5 4 20 170.80

K erosene T in U gallons 180 18#.00

C h arco a l R o ti 9-45 46 434-70

R ic e , Ra s h id i it 4 -55 45 204-75

O live  o i l ,  e d ib le II 1 .4 0 179 250.6#



TABLE 19.
-  2 5  -

MONTHLY EXPENDITURES OP AN AVERAGE PALESTINIAN 
URBAN FAMILY ON EACH OP TWENTY ESSENTIAL 

COMMODITIES, TOGETHER WITH RESULTING 
INDEX NUMBERS OP COST OP L IV IN G  IN 

EACH OP THE FIRST SEVEN MONTHS, 1 9 3 6 
( J a n .  1 9 2 2  = 1 0 0 ) .

Commodity J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y M arch A p r i l May Ju n e
—..=_nx=**ca

J u ly

M ils

W heat 1 3 6 .5 0 11*1-75 1 4 7 .0 0 1 4 7 .0 0 1 6 2 -7 5 152■25 162 -7 5

B read U99.1O 5 2 0 .8 0 5 2 0 .8 0 1*99.10 4 8 8 .2 5 531=65 5 5 3 -3 5

F lo u r 1*56-75 1*56.75 1*66.90 1*56.75 U 2 6 .30 U 26 .30 UU6.60

M u tto n 1*69-70 1*27-00 4 2 7 .0 0 1*05.65 4 2 7 .0 0 4 0 5 -6 5 UO5-65

B ee f 2 9 0 .3 6 2 9 0 .3 6 321*. 52 3 0 7 . UI* 3 0 7 .UU 3 9 2 .8U U 61.16

F is h 307.1*1* 307-1*1* 307.1*1* 3 0 7 .UU 3 0 7 -UU 3 2 0 .2 5 3 2 0 .2 5

M ilk 1 9 2 .1 5 1 9 2 -1 5 1 9 2 .1 5 1 9 2 .1 5 1 9 2 .1 5 192 15 192 -1 5

B u t t e r 2 9 8 .9 0 2 9 8 .9 0 2 8 1 .8 2 2 8 1 .8 2 2 9 8 .9 0 2 9 * -9 0 3 0 7 -UU

C heese 1 6 2 .2 6 1 2 8 .1 0 1 1 1 .0 2 1 2 8 .1 0 1 4 5 -1 8 1 7 0 .8 0 1 7 0 .8 0

K e ro se n e 1 8 0 .0 0 1 7 7 -8 0 1 8 0 .0 0 1 8 0 .0 0 1 8 2 .0 0 1 8 0 .0 0 1 8 0 .0 0

C h a r c o a l 261*. 60 2 5 5 -1 5 11*5.70 2 5 5 .1 5 3 2 1 .3 0 3 1 1 -3 5 U3U-70

R ice 218.1*0 2 1 8 .4 0 2 1 3 .8 5 2 1 3 .8 5 2 0 9 .3 0 209.-30 20U-75
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PART V .-  FINANCIAL STATISTICS.

GOVERNMENT F INANCES.

The rev en u e  o f  P a le s t in e  i n  th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  ended March 
31» 1936, though  show ing a  d e c l in in g  te n d e n c y  tow ards th e  end 
o f  t h e  y e a r ,  was s t i l l  th e  l a r g e s t  on r e c o rd ,  re a c h in g  a t o t a l 

LR 5*770,457, o f  w hich LP. 2 ,751^246 came from  im port and e x p o rt 
d u t i e s ,  and LP. 358,078 from  custom s e x c is e  d u t i e s .

The a g g re g a te  o f  th e  o r d in a r y  e x p e n d i tu re  d u r in g  th e  y e a r 
was LP 3 ,3 1 6 ,2 2 0  and o f  th e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  e x p e n d itu re  LR 795^822, 
S in c e  th e  e x c e ss  o f  ra i lw a y  e x p e n d i tu re  o v e r ra i lw a y  rev en u e , 
am ounting  to  LP. 124 ,1 5 9 , i s  in c lu d e d  a s  e x p e n d i tu re , th e  t o t a l 
e x p e n d i tu re  re a c h e d  th e  f ig u r e  o f  LP 4 ,2 3 6 ,2 0 2 , T o ta l  re v en u e , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  exceeded t o t a l  e x p e n d i tu re  by  LR 1,534»255. (See 
T a b le  20).

TABLE 20. -  REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE, 
FISCAL YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1936.

REVENUE

1. Customs

( a )  Im p o rt and E x p o r t D u tie s 2 ,7 5 1 ,2 U 5 .925

( b )  Customs E x c ise  D u tie s 358 ,078 .225

( c )  L iquo r and Tobacce 
L ice n c e  F ees 11*, 673.000

(d )  P o r t  and M arine S e rv ic e s 107 ,596 .667 3 ,2 3 1 ,5 9 3 .8 1 7
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CURRENCY IN CIRCULATION.

T i a e  a g g re g a te  amount o f  c o in s  and n o te s  in  c i r c u l a t i o n  in 
P a l e s t i n e ,  w hich  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h as  shown a s te a d y  in c re a s e  r e ­
f l e c t i n g  th e  g e n e r a l  grow th o f 'o u s in e ss , was ab n o rm a lly  augmented 
in  Septem ber and O c to b er l a s t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  th e  d is tu rb e d  i n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  le a d in g  many p e o p le  to  w ithdraw  t h e i r  d e p o s i t s 
from  th e  ban k s. The a g g re g a te  amount o f  c u rre n c y  in  c i r c u l a t i o n , 
t h e r e f o r e ,  re a c h e d  a maximum re c o rd e d  f ig u r e  o f  LR 7,5U5,13U a t  th e 
end o f  O c tober l a s t ,  s u b se q u e n tly  d e c l in in g  as c o n fid e n c e  was 
r e s to r e d .  The t o t a l  c u rre n c y  in  c i r c u l a t i o n  has shown compara­
t i v e l y  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  in  r e c e n t  m onths, and th e  l a t e s t  t o t a l  o f 
IP. 6 ,2 0 6 ,1 3 5  a t  June  3 0 th , w hich i s  a b o u t 12 p e r  c e n t ,  h ig h e r  th an 
a t  th e  same d a te  o f  1935, shows an in c r e a s e  w hich i s  p ro b a b ly  n o t 
o u t  o f  harmony w ith  th e  grow th o f  p o p u la t io n  and b u s in e s s  in  th e  ' 
l a s t  tw e lv e  m onths. I t  may be  com pared w ith  th e  in c re a s e  o f 
5 « 3 p e r  c e n t ,  r e p o r t e d  in  th e  s a l e s  o f  stam ps to  th e  p u b lic  in 
i g | 5 f i r S t  “ months o f  1936 a s  com pared w ith  th e  same p e r io d  o f

C oin  and n o te s  in  c i r c u l a t i o n  a t  th e  end o f  each  o f  th e 
l a s t  e ig h te e n  m onths a r e  shown in  T a b le  21.

TABLE 2 1 . -  CURRENCY, INCLUDING COINS AND NOTES, IN CIRCULATION 
IN PALESTINE, AS AT THE END OP EACH MONTH SINCE

JANUARY 1935.

Month
1 9 3 5 1 9 3 6

C oins N otes T o ta l C oins N otes T o ta l

End o f -
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PART V I. -  STATISTICS OF GENERAL BUSINESS.

SALES OF ELECTRIC POWER.

In  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , th e  m ain so u rc e  o f  power in  th e 
i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r ie s  o f  th e  w orld  was d e r iv e d  from  th e  com bustion 
o f  c o a l .  In  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu ry ,  an a l t e r n a t i v e  so u rc e  o f 
pow er h a s  been  found i n  e l e c t r i c i t y  d e r iv e d  e i t h e r  from  th e  com­
b u s t io n  o f  c o a l  o r  from  th e  flow  o f  w a te r . Thus c o a l - l e s s 
c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  Norway and S w itz e r la n d , have been  e n ab led  to  b u i ld 
up im p o r ta n t  i n d u s t r i e s  th ro u g h  u s in g  h y d r o - e le c t r i c  power to  run 
t h e i r  m ach ines. S in c e  P a le s t in e  a l s o  i s  a c o a l - l e s s  c o u n try  in 
p ro c e s s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i t s  w a te r  powers have b een  h a rn e ss e d 
to  s u p p ly  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  power, and th e  u se  o f  such  power i s 
r a p id ly  in c re a s in g .  The amount o f  power s o ld  from month to 
m onth and y e a r  to  y e a r  i s  th u s  a t e s t  o f th e  s ta g e  w hich h a s  been 
re a c h e d  in  th e  developm ent o f  th e  c o u n try .

I n  P a le s t in e  th e  c h ie f  p ro d u c e rs  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  a re  th e 
P a l e s t i n e  E l e c t r i c  C o rp o ra tio n , L t d . , and th e  Je ru sa le m  E l e c t r i c 
and P u b l ic  S e rv ic e  C o rp o ra tio n , L td . A cco rd ing  to  s t a t i s t i c s 
from  th e  tw e l f th  a n n u a l r e p o r t  o f  th e  fo rm er o r g a n iz a t io n , 
p u b l is h e d  in  th e  R ep o rt on th e  A d m in is tra t io n  o f P a le s t in e  ©nd 
T ra n s -J o rd a n  f o r  1935, i t s  b u s in e s s  in c re a s e d  betw een  1931 end 
1934 as f o l l o w s : -

U n its  so ld Number o f G ross Revenue
Y ear in  kWh. Consumers

con n ec ted LR

1931 8 ,7 0 7 ,9 1 7 12,029 139,673
1932 1 1 ,5 9 0 ,3 5 0 15,113 145,512
1933 20 ,1 3 6 ,8 3 9 21 ,934 221,128
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CONSTRUCTION.

C o n s tr u c t io n  i s  an in d u s t r y  t h a t  in  each  community i s 
a lm o s t c o m p le te ly  d ependen t upon th e  l o c a l  demand, which o f te n 
v a r i e s  v e ry  g r e a t l y  in  n e ig h b o u rin g  com m unities f o r  v a r io u s 
re a so n s  c o n ce rn e d  c h ie f ly  w ith  th e  r e l a t i v e  grow th  o f  p o p u la t io n 
i n  th o s e  com m unities and th e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f t h a t  p o p u la t io n . 
A gain , th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  in d u s t r y  i s  one w hich inasm uch as i t 
in v o lv e s  f i x a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ,  expands most r a p id ly  in  good tim es 
when th e  b u s in e s s  w o rld  ta k e s  an  o p t im i s t i c  view o f  th e  f u tu r e , 
and c o n t r a c t s  in  b a d  tim e s  when p e o p le  f e e l  p e s s im is t i c  a b o u t th e 
f u tu r e .  Thus in  good tim e s  c o n s t r u c t io n  a t t r a c t s  c o n s id e ra b le 
num bers o f  w orkers  from  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n s , ' w h ile  in  h a rd  tim es th e 
c o n s t r u c t io n  in d u s t r y  d is c h a rg e s  l a r g e  numbers o f  em ployees and 
h a s  a h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  unem ployed, a l l  th e  h ig h e r  b e ca u se  many 
o f  th o s e  em ployed i n  th e  in d u s t r y  i n  good tim e s  a re  in  no sen se 
s k i l l e d  w orke rs .

C o n s tr u c t io n  i s  n o t  u n ly  a g r e a t  in d u s t r y  in  i t s e l f ,  b u t 
p ro v id e s  a demand f o r  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  many o th e r  i n d u s t r i e s ,  such 
as th e  cem ent in d u s t r y ,  th e  w ood-w orking in d u s t r y ,  th e  plum bing 
in d u s t r y ,  th e  h o u s e - fu rn is h in g  i n d u s t r i e s  and many o th e r s . 
These i n d u s t r i e s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  a re  a c t iv e  when c o n s t r u c t io n  i s 
a c t i v e  and d e p re ss e d  when th e  volume o f c o n s t r u c t io n  d e c l in e s .. 
The f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  th e  volume o f new c o n s t r u c t io n  a re  t h e r e f o r e 
o f  g r e a t  im p o rtan c e  to  th o s e  engaged in  su p p ly in g  such  com m odities 
as  waod f o r  b u i l d in g ,  cem ent, s t e e l  f o r  c o n s tr u c t io n ,,  plum bing 
equ ipm ent, p a i n t ,  g l a s s ,  hardw are  and f u r n i tu r e . .

I n  P a l e s t i n e ,  p o p u la tio n  i s  in c r e a s in g  most r a p id ly  in  th e 
fo u r  m ain tpw ns, Je ru sa le m , H a ifa ,  J a f f a  and T e l-A v iv , t h e i r  com­
b in e d  p o p u la t io n  in c r e a s in g  from 135?000 in  1922 to  239,000 in 
1931 and b e in g  now a t  l e a s t  ^0 0 ,0 0 0 . T h is  g r e a t  in c re a s e  in 
p a p u la t io n  has n a t u r a l l y  b ro u g h t a b o u t an a c t iv e  demand f o r  new 
c o n s t r u c t io n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in  th e  m ost r e c e n t  y e a r s .  These fo u r 
m u n ic ip a l i t i e s  s e c u re  re c o rd s  e i t h e r  o f  th e  sq u a re  m e tre s  o f  f l o o r 
a r e a  o f  new b u i ld in g s  a u th o r iz e d  o r  o f  th e  c u b ic  m e tre s  o f  c o n te n t 
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TABLE 231- BUILDINS ACTIVITIES IN JERUSALEM, JAFFA, TEL-AVIV 
AND HAIFA (AREA IN SQUARE METRES).

Je ru sa le m * J a f f a * T el-A v iv H a ifa T o ta l

1 9  3 5

J  an u a ry 7 ,650 8,186 33 ,080 22,960 71,876
F e b ru a ry 13 ,600 16,503 34 ,787 33 ,900 98,790
March 1U,100 11,030 45 ,091 140,000 110,221
A p r i l 11 ,100 21,88L 36 ,310 37,500 1 106,794
May 20 ,200 9,659 43 ,727 145,000 118,586
June 13,350 64,805 44 ,028 25,057 1 1147,2140
J u ly 22,2714 17,969 U5,000 41 ,970 127,213
A ugust 21 ,585 15 ,684 44 ,970 38 ,870 121,109
September 20 ,678 6 ,015 34 ,811 18,2114 79 ,718
O c to b e r 8 ,4 2 6 6 ,772 33 ,755 26,400 75 ,353
November 15 ,659 9,450 31 ,900 32 ,800 89 ,809
December 13 ,493 5,700 21 ,000 27,1400 67 ,593

T O T A L 182,115 193,657 4 48 ,459 390,071 1,2114,302

1 9  3 6

J  an u ary 20 ,200 10,700 20 ,590 23,000 74 ,490
F e b ru a ry 13,700 11,300 21 ,617 25,600 72 ,217
March 17,800 10,000 30 ,552 17,000 75 ,352
A p r i l 19,076 20,738 2 4 ,647
May 10,758 19 ,015 21,038
June 9 ,4 5 9 2 2 ,705 19 ,411
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