
S P R IN 
IN  IRA<





Joint meeting between Mr. Shibly al-Aysami and Dr. 
Bruno Kreisky

The Arab Nation
Has a Great Impact on the 
Civilization of Europe

Austrian Chancellor’s Visit to Iraq
Middle East developments 

and events have their effects 
and echoes throughout the 
world. Even the western world, 
which is occasionally misled 
by false Zionist propaganda, is 
no longer ready _ to hear the 
trumpets of that illusive, decep­
tive publicity of racist Zio­
nism.

At the time when the friends 
of the Arabs are becoming 
more numerous day after day, 
the Zionists , following the expo­
sition of their racist nature, have 
been losing grounds everywhere.

Missions on various levels 
and fields have been coming 
to the Middle East to investigate 
the facts on the spot.

Two weeks ago. when 
Baghdad was playing host to 
the emissaries of peace-loving 
forces and the World Peace Co­
uncil and to the Afro-Asian 
intelligentsia a key West Europ­
ean figure, Dr. Bruno Kreisky, 
President of the Socialist 
Party, paid a visit to Iraq as the 
head of a delegation represen­
ting Western Europe Socialist 
International. The aim of his two- 
day mission to Iraq was "fact fin­
ding” .

Dr. Kreisky and the delega­
tion accompanying him were 
accorded warm welcome in Iraq. 
They were greeted at the 
airport by Mr. Shibly al-Aysami, 
Assistant Secretary-General of 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party 
and a number of senior party 
members and government offic­
ials. Mr. Shibly al-Aysami led 
the Iraqi delegation to the talks 
with the visiting Austrian Chan­
cellor and the Socialist Interna­
tional's representatives.

In the course of their talks 
Mr. Aysami reaffirmed that 
the party's stance towards the 
current international issues is 
based on the firm outlook of the 
right of the Arab nation in Pales­
tine, and that the party rejects 
any settlement of the issue which 
goes beyond this framework or 
on the basis of fait accompli 
as the situation is going on at 
present.

Comrade Aysami added 
that the present reality was and 
is still established on the basis 
of aggressions, the usurpa­
tion of the land of Palestine and 
displacing its native people. He 
stressed that the fait accompli 
was created in the Arab region

with the view to countering Arab 
revolution movement and unity 
and impeding the progress of 
the Arab nation.

Comrade Aysami gave an ac­
count of the uneasy events wit­
nessed in the area since that 
announcement of Balfour Dec­
laration. He confirmed that 
the capitulationist solutions 
being put forth on the Arab 
arena would not lead to any 
peace in the world because 
they ignore the roots of the issue 
o f Palestine.

P re s id e n t B a k r  C a lls  fo r 
C o m p re h e n s iv e  In n o va tio n 
in E d u catio n

Dr. Kreisky and members of 
his delegation were very impres­
sed by the open explanations on 
the leading Middle East issue 
of Palestine given by Comrade 
Aysami. Dr. Kreisky assured 
Comrade Aysami that he and his 
colleagues admit and support 

the legitimate right of the Pales­
tinian people to determine tlieir 
destiny and establish their own 
nation. ;

Speaking about the re­
lations linking the Arabs with 
the Europeans, Dr. Kreisky des­
cribed them as very old and 
"the Arab nation has great 
impact on the civilisation of 
Europe". He stressed the neces­
sity of developing these rela­
tions in the interests of the Arab 
and European peoples. He paid 
tribute to Iraq's stands in 
international cooperation, spec­
ially in the field of oil, which 
he described as "firm and built 
on solid principled considera­
tions” .

In the course of his visit, Dr. 
Kreisky was received by Mr. 
Saddam Hussein, Deputy Secre­
tary of the Regional Leadership 
of the Arab Baath Socialist Party 
and Vice-Chairman of the Revo­
lution Command Council where 
the two sides had talks on the 
current Arab and international

Innova'ion is the ideal path for realising the 
strategical aims of higher education within the 
context of a continuous and comprehensive aca­
demic overall educational process in the uni­
versities. This was emphasised by President 
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr when he presided over 
a meeting of the Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Council

President Bakr elaborated that Iraq, while 
undergoing extensive changes in all fields, was 
in need of applying new and advanced program­
mes in the field of education and that emphasis 
should be laid on the comprehensive outlook 
towards all higher education stages with full co­
ordination among branches and departments. He 
pointed out that the drawing up of such program­

mes as well as their realisation should be as­
sociated with the basic principles of the Arab 
Baath Socialist Party and the July 17 Revolution 
for educating and preparing students capable of 
discharging their responsibilities towards their 
people and nation.

The President stressed on the necessity of 
giving due attention to research and study centres 
for the application of science in realising the pros­
perous society.

The council debated various obstacles and 
problems of higher education and means of over­
coming them in addition to considering the pro­
posals tabled regarding the plans set to expand 
graduate and post graduate studies.
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I R A Q  I S  P A R T
O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
O F  P E O P L E S  S T R U G G L I N G  F O R 
F R E E D O M  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N C E

T h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i m p e r ­
i a l i s m ,  Z i o n i s m  a n d  r a c i s m  i s 
n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h o s e  b r a v e 

f i g h t e r s  b u t  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  t h o s e 
c o u r a g e o u s  w r i t e r s  w h o s e  w e a ­
p o n  i s  t h e  p e n .  A s i a  a n d  A f r i c a , 
t h e  t w o  g i a n t  c o n t i n e n t s ,  h a v e 
b e e n  t h e  f o c u s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s t 
a n d  Z i o n i s t  a g g r e s s i o n .  T h e  i n ­
t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e 
w r i t e r s ,  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e 
r o l e  i n  l i b e r a t i n g  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s 
f r o m  f o r e i g n  c o l o n i a l i s m  i n  A s i a 
a n d  A f r i c a  a n d  t h e y  s t i l l  f i g h t 
t i r e l e s s l y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r e m a n ­
e n t s  o f  t h e  o l d  a n d  n e o - c o l o n i a l - 
i s m .

O n  M a r c h  1 3 ,  a n d  o n  b e h a l f 
o f  P r e s i d e n t  A h m e d  H a s s a n  a l - 
B a k r ,  M r .  T a r i q  A z i z ,  M i n i s t e r  o f 
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  o p e n e d  t h e  m e e t ­
i n g s  o f  t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  W r i t e r s 
F e d e r a t i o n ' s  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t ­
t e e .  w i t h  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  s p e e c h 
w h i c h  u n d e r l i n e d  I r a q ' s  g e n u i n e 
d e s i r e  t o  b a c k  a l l  m i l i t a n t  p e o ­
p l e s  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  g a i n  t h e i r 
f r e e d o m  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d 
t o  a c h i e v e  p r o g r e s s  f o r  t h e i r 
n a t i o n s .

O n  t h a t  o c c a s i o n  t o o  t h e 
L o t u s  p r i z e  o f  1 9 7 5  w a s  a w a r d ­

e d  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o m i n e n t 
A f r o - A s i a n  w r i t e r s  a n d  p o e t s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  A r a b  p o e t 
M o h a m m e d  M e h d i  a l - J a w a h i r i , 
o f  I r a q .

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  c e r e ­
m o n y ,  M r .  A z i z  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  g r e e t i n g s  o f  P r e ­
s i d e n t  B a k r  a n d  h i s  w i s h e s  f o r 
t h e i r  g a t h e r i n g  t o  g a i n  e v e r y  s u c ­
c e s s .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a l s o  s e n t 
h i s  g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  w r i t e r s  a n d 
p o e t s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  a w a r d e d 
t h e  L o t u s  p r i z e  f o r  1 9 7 5 .

A d d r e s s i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  a u ­
d i e n c e  M r .  A z i z  s a i d :  " I t  i s  m y 
p r i v i l e g e  t o  o p e n  t h i s  f e s t i v a l 
h e l d  i n  B a g h d a d ,  t h e  c r a d l e  o f 
c i v i l i s a t i o n :  i t  h a s  c o i n c i d e d 
w i t h  a n  o c c a s i o n  v e r y  d e a r  t o  u s 
a n d  t o  t h e  w r i t e r s  a n d  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l s  o f  A s i a  a n d  A f r i c a ,  t h e 
o c c a s i o n  o f  a w a r d i n g  t h e  1 9 7 5 
L o t u s  p r i z e  t o  t h r e e  d i s t i n g ­
u i s h e d  w r i t e r s  i n  A s i a  a n d  A f r i c a 
a n d  w e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h a t  o u r 
c o u n t r y .  I r a q ,  i s  t h e  f a t h e r l a n d 
o f  o n e  o f  t h e m  —  o u r  g r e a t  p o e t 
M o h a m m e d  M e h d i  a l - J a w a h i r i " .

M r .  A z i z  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  I r a q 
i s  a n  i n d i v i s i b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t

A r a b  n a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t  o l 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  p e o p l e s  s t r u g ­
g l i n g  f o r  f r e e d o m ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e 
a n d  p r o g r e s s .  H e  p o i n t e d  o u t 
t h a t  I r a q  a s s u m e d  i t s  g r e a t  m i l k 
t a n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e 
f a t e f u l  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  t w o  c o n t i n ­
e n t s  a n d  t o w a r d s  t h e  s t r u g g l i n g 
p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  g l o b e  a s  w e l l  a s 
l o w e r s  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  l i b e r a t i o n , 
p r o g r e s s  a n d  p e a c e .  " T h e r e f o r e " 
M r .  A z i z  e x p l a i n e d .  " I r a q  s t r u g ­
g l e s  o n  a l l  l e v e l s  a n d  b a t t l e ­
f i e l d s  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  s t r e n g t h e n ­
i n g  p e o p l e s '  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e ­
m e n t s  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y 
o f  s u c h  m o v e m e n t s  t o  r e a l i z e 
t h e i r  e n d s  i n  f r e e d o m ,  p r o g r e s s 
a n d  p r o s p e r i t y ,  a n d  a p a r t  f r o m 
t h i s  s t r u g g l e  I r a q  h a s  a b s o l u t e 
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  A f r o - A s i a n  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l s  w h o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l 
Z i o n i s m  w h o s e  t h r e a t s  a r e  n o t 
c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e 
A r a b  n a t i o n " .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  s t a n d s  a s  o n e 
o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  e v e n t s  t h a t 
h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  M a r c h .  I t 
w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  5 0  d e l e g a t i o n s 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  A f r i c a n ,  A s i a n  a n d 
L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  A f r o -
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The Second Arab Conference 
on Countryside Electrification

ID. 76 Million For
Electrification of Countryside

Comrade Ali Ghennam, 
member of the National Leader­
ship of the Arab Baath Socia­
list Party opened, on March 20, 
the Second International Festival 
of Palestine Films and TV prog­
rammes at al-Shaab Hell. The 
Festival was held under the 
slogan: "The LIBERATION OF 
PALESTINE IS THE CORNER­
STONE OF WORLD PEACE".

Thirty Arab and friendly 
countries participated in this 
Festival together with many

liberation movements and semi­
official institutions and organi­
sations dealing with cinema and 
TV programmes.

This five-day Festival was 
sponsored by the Arab Radio 
Stations Federation in coopera­
tion with the Arab League, the 
Palestine Liberation Movement 
and the Iraqi General Estab­
lishment for Radio and TV.

A Secretariat-General was 
formed under the Chairmanship 
of Mr. Latif al-Dulaimi, Director

General of the General Estab­
lishment for Radio and TV and 
the membership of the special­
ised personnel in the field of 
Cinema and TV Films in addi­
tion to a jury panel for films en­
tered in the competition.

This Second International 
Festival of Palestine Films and 
TV Programmes is a step tow­
ards unifying the Arab efforts 
to struggle against imperialism. 
Zionism and local reactionaries.

Electric power is the major 
element of every day life. It is 
a factor of civilization and 
progress and an inevitable need 
for the operation of machinery 
in farms, workshops, mills and 
industrial projects. Its signific­
ance may be more in clinics, 
homes, schools and roads. To 
develop a countryside you have 
to depend on electricity.

The question of supplying the 
whole Iraqi countryside with 
power at a minimum cost and 
shorter time has been one ot 
the many objectives aspired to 
by the 17th July Revolution since 
assuming power in 1968. The 
revolution has inherited a bitter 
legacy from the past regimes, 
but together with the Arab Baath 
Socialist Party, rapid strides in 
the field of providing power to 
the rural areas have been under­
taken by the revolution.

The foregoing was part of the 
explanations outlined by Mr. 
Taha Jazrawi, RCC member. 
Minister of Industry and Miner­

als, when he opened on March 
16 the second Arab Conference 
on Elecrification of the Country­
side.

Mr. Jazrawi reaffirmed that 
the current five-year plan has 
earmarked ID 76 million (260 
million US dollars) for the elec­
trification of the rural areas in 
Iraq. He pointed out that the 
coming years would witness an 
increased effort in executing 
the most important projects, so 
as to provide the inhabitants 
of the rural areas with electric 
power.

Mr. Jazrawi added that imper­
ialism had controlled raw mater­
ials so as to keep the peoples 
of the under-developed world 
backward and poor.

On the pan-Arab level, Mr. 
Jazrawi pointed out that "coordi­
nation of efforts in the field of 
electric power did not form ur­
gent need: it is in fact the least 
that our plans of action in this 
conference should tackle, for we 
aim at a solid and active Arab

cooperation in all spheres of 
development planning including 
exchange of expertise, joint 
ventures, preparation of quali­
fied and technical personnel 
and the spreading of electric 
power througnout the whole 
Arab nation".
Conclusions:

The four-day conference 
ended its work with a number 
of recommendations among 
which was tapping of Arab rich 
potentials for speeding up the 
electrification of the Arab 
countryside. It also stressed the 
importance of concerting Arab 
plans for the development of 
the rural areas economically 
and socially.

The conference was aitended 
by representatives from Algeria, 
Sudan, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia, Libya, Tunisia, 
Bahrain and Jordan as well as 
the Arab Engineers Federation, 
the Arab Industrial Centre and 
Experts from Poland. Hungary 
and Finland.
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The Racialism of Zionism 
and the Humanitarianism 
of Arab Nationalism

by Dr. Elias Farah 
(Member of the National Leadership 
of the Arab Baath Socialist Party)



HUGE OIL P R O JE
Since the inception of July 17 Revolution 

of 1968. Iraq proceeded to adopt a scientific 
progressive oil policy. It achieved the direct na­
tional exploitation of oil resources, nationalised 
foreign oil companies operating in the country, 
put oil revenue in the service of national deve­
lopment constructed a number of refineries and 

capacity of 50 million to
oil will be pumped to th
across Syria and Lebanon
of 44 million tons.

Another important p
offing is the $68 million 



The educational planning po­
licy of the Republic of Iraq aims 
at reorganising and activating 
the teaching process at all aca­
demic stages on advanced 
scientific bases and national 
development interests.

The free education decision 
and the abolishment of  private 
education which were imple­
mented two years ago could 
well be considered a turning 
point in the history of educa­
tional system in Iraq, because

the two decisions have achiev­
ed, and for the first time, a uni­
fied system of education which 
will facilitate the process of 
drawing up complementary edu­
cational plans.

The State supports vocational 
education in order to prepare 
technical cadres required by 
the forthcoming development 
plans. The State treasury 
shoulders all the financial com­
mitments required on the part 
of the student throughout the

stages of his study. Moreover, 
and for the first time in the con­
temporary history of Iraq, the 
national minorities enjoy their 
cultural rights; Kurdish language 
is taught in schools where Kurd­
ish students constitute a major­
ity; Turkish language in Turko­
man schools, and Syriac in 
schools of the Syriac-speaking 
communities.

According to the statistics re­
leased by the Ministry of Edu­
cation, there has been an in­

crease in the number of kinder­
gartens: the 1974-1975 figure 
stands at 207 compared to 149 
in 1973-74 and the number of 
children attending has risen 
from 19874 to 36442.

Playing and chatting after lessons

Special care is given to prim­
ary education as 't ccnstitutes 
the cornerstone of all edu­
cation stages.

Consequently the number of 
primary schools increased notic­
eably to 6831 in 1974-1975 and 
the number of attending stud­
ents reached 1,521,136 Plans 
are now being drawn up to at­
tain the target of two million 
primary students by 1980.

Work is underway to promote 
intermediate and secondary 
education academically. The 
number of students at both 
stages has increased to 449,655 
in 1974-75 compared to 288,624 
students in 1973-1974, whereas

the number of students in voca­
tional schools (industrial, agri­
cultural. commercial and domes­
tic arts) has risen to 20,830 in 
1974-1975. Of course the in- 
•-rease in the number of stud-

ents in all academic stages has 
witnessed a similar increase in 
the number of teachers and an 
expansion in Ihe building of new 
schools and instilu'es through­
out the country.

Furthermore, higher educa­
tion has been receiving utmost 
attention on the part of the State 
where statistics indicate a 13% 
increase in the number of stud­
ents admitted to Iraqi univer­
sities in 1974-1975. The total 
number of students enrolled in 
Iraq's five universities amounted 
lo 18,239; this figure showed an 
upward trend after the initia­
tion of the Baghdad University 
of Technology.

The State exerts great efforts 
in illiteracy eradication in the 
country, it has given special at­
tention to anti-illiteracy projects 
and campaigns. These efforts 
have led to the establishment of

hundreds of anti-illiteracy cent­
res throughout the country at­
tended by some 150.000 attend­
ees by February 1975. Plans 
drawn up by the government 
envisage the eradication of illi­
teracy among males by 1985 
and among females by 1990.

Education and scientific re­
search have received a con­
siderable share of the previous 
and present State budgets. While 
the 1974-1975 oudget allocated 
S453.2 million for this sector 
the 1975 (which is a nine-month 
budget) allocated S386.2 mil­
lion. This is a clear indication 
of the State's concern and en­
couragement in the field of 
education for ail and at all
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Mr. Saddam Hussein, RCC Vice-Chairman received on March 15. 1976 General Grignut. Chief of Stall 
of the French Vir Force during his visit to Iraq.

Mr. Tareq Aziz. Minister of Information received on March 28. 1976 Mr. Gilbert Bishtold. Member of 
the Federal Parliament of Switzerland, member of the presidium of the Politburo of the Swiss 
Socialist Party, and the delegation accompanying him during their visit to Iraq.

Mr Taha Muhiyuddin Maaroul. Vice President.returned to Iraq on March 27. 1976 after paying 
visit to Uganda. Tanzania. Mozambique, and Malagas!. During his visit Mr. Ma'arouf deliv»‘ -ed 
messages from President Bakr to the Heads of States he visited.

Mr. Sa'adoun Hammadi, Foreign Minuter, received on March 27 1976. Mr. Mohammed Saleh Mutte’c 
Foreign Minister of the Yemen Democratic Republic.



F E A T U R E S

STATE FARMS :
Nucleus of
Socialist Countryside

Students participate in digging channels in a state farm

Within the context of effect­
ing the socialist transformation 
in the countryside and achiev­
ing the required agriculutral 
development, Iraq has estab­
lished state farms, using

Modern agriculture

socialist guidelines in adminis­
tration and production and in 
raising the social, economic 
and cultural standards in the 
Iraqi countryside. Hence, the 
State Farms Administration act 
No. 141 of 1975 was promulgat­
ed on September 10, 1975.

Proceeding along the direc­
tives of the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party in the agricultural sector, 
the Administration has drawn up 
its work programme in accord­
ance with the ge'neral framework

of the national development 
plan. It is working on introduc­
ing modern scientific and tech­
nological methods in produc­
tion, personnel training, market­
ing and social services.

The Administration's task is 
multi-sided: Providing improved 
seeds, fodder, fertilizers and 
machinery. It aims at increasing 
the agricultural area allotted to 
it, which stands at pi esent at 
390,000 donums (one donum= 
2500 sq. m.) by 8% annually. 
It is worth mentioning that 
arable land in Iraq amounts to 
23 million donums of which 
64,000 donums are occupied by 
collective farms and eleven mil­
lion donums by cooperatives.

The stale owns a further two 
million donums which have been 
leased out to farmers collectiv­
ely. Private and other forms of 
land ownership hold 8.4 million 
donums.

Iraq has made tangible prog­
ress in establishing coope­
ratives, collective and state 
farms. During the last five years 
Iraq succeeded in preparing 
the countryside, where 40% of 
the population live, for social­
ism. In the coming five years, 
the development of state farms 
first, then the collectives and 
finally cooperative farms will 
lead agricultural production in 
the country. This is the target 
of the State Farms Aoministra- 
tion.

The Phosphate Mines in Akkashat

A huge phosphate complex, 
the first of its kind in the Middle 
East, whose minimum vo­
lume of investment amounts to 
$1000 million, is currently under­
way in Iraq. Multi-national com­
panies and experts and ultra­
modern equipment are now rac­
ing with time in turning the bar­
ren western desert into a noisy 
workshop which is utilising 
every minute for the extraction 
of phospha'es, a raw material 
which will soon become an im­
portant factor in Iraq’s national 
economy.

The site of the "workshop" 
is called Akkashat, some 150 
km from Qaim town near the 
Syrian border. Thousands of 
cubic metres of gravel and sand 
are being poured in huge ma­
chinery which are used in the 
construction of roads and skele- 
tions of the phospate factory, 
industries and other civic instal­
lations. A gravel factory, ex­
clusive for the phosphate com­

---------------- ------------------------------------------------------------
Iraqi Aid to the Lebanese People Met with Gratitude 

J ____ u ___ ___ _____ :----------------------- ---------------------
Ever since the fighting erupted in Lebanon, 

the Iraqi Government swiftly arranged to help the 
Lebanese people overcome this painful fighting 
by sending various kinds of aid including more 
than $ 200,000 worth of medicines and several 
hundred truck-loads of dates, grain and flour that 
were distributed by popular committees all over 
Lebanon, in addition to airborne supplies that were 
sent in the early months of the struggle compris­
ing more than 50-planes load.

These Iraqi supplies were met with gratitude 
from the various sectors of the National Move­
ment and popular organisations because they 
disruption of ordinary life caused by the acts of 
helped relieve the Lebanese masses from the 
violence. The aid was sent by the leadership of 
the Arab Baath Socialist Party in Baghdad as a 
token of National Arab responsibility.

Likewise, the Iraqi leadership sent financial 
assistance to Lebanese Orphanages, Moslem and 
Christian alike, as a token of rejecting the wicked 
plans for the partition of Lebanon. Other sums of 
money were sent to country schools and to the 
Lebanese and Palestinian labour unions as an 
assistance for workers who lost their jobs and 
livelihood because of the fighting.

An Iraqi labour delegation headed by Mr. 
Bedan Fadhil, Secretary of the General Federation 
of Iraqi Workers, and Rasim Awadi Secretary of 
Foreign Relations in the Federation, brought the 
assistance to LL. 200.000 and met union
leaders of Lebanon and Palestine assuring the 
need to strengthen labour struggle relations that 
unite the Arab working class into common goals 
and common fate in facing the common enemy.

plex, is under construction 
since January 5, 1976, and is 
due to be completed at the end 
of the current year. This factory 
will provide 250 cu.m of gravel 
and sand per hour for the cons­
truction of the complex.

Of the other complementary 
works is the $51 million water 
project which consists of a 
pumping station on the Eu­
phrates river, the capacity of 
which is 170,000 cu.m per day: 
and a water purification system, 
in addition to a pipe-network 
for the supply of water to the 
residential a'eas belonging to 
the chemical complex in Qaim. 
This project will also pump 
20,000 cu.m of water per day 
through a 20 inch diameter 150 
km long pipe to the mines* site; 
i.e. the distance from the 
Euphrates to the mines at Ak­
kashat.

According to the surveys and 
explorations conducted in the 
area, it was discovered that 
huge reserves of phosphates lie

underneath the surface of the 
western desert.

The $95 million phosphate 
mines, which will be connected 
by railway with Qaim and then 
to the main railway connecting 
Baghdad with the Syrian border, 
will have an annual capacity of 
3.5 million tons of phosphate 
ore.

In Qaim, a huge chemical in­
dustry will be initiated. The 
factory there will produce an­
nually 1.5 million tons of con­
centrated phosphate ores. 1.5. 
million tons of sulphuric acid.

400.000 tons of phosphoric 
acid, one million tons of phos­
phate fertilizers and 40,000 tons 
of cleansers. Such an industry 
w ill turn town of Qaim into a 
busy industrial city.

The whole project includes 
also the building of 250-house 
town in Ubaidi area and 750- 
house town in Akkashat toge­
ther with the required public 
services, schools, clubs and 
hospitals.
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The Great Uprising in Occupied Palestine

The uprising in the West Bank shows no sign 
of abating. There are demonstrations in practically 
every town and village and the people have clearly 
indicated their full support for the resistance 
movement. The Zionists, so adept in the past at 
fooling world opinion about their policy of occu­
pation, today find themselves in the dock. They 
can no longer pretend that opposition to their 
presence in the West Bank and elsewhere is con­
fined to a few school children. Press coverage 
has given the lie to this assumption and there

is no longer any room le
representatives in the occ
world press.

Clearly, the Zionist en
pressure from within. The
stifling, and there are prec
than to settle in an emba
disaster. Not even war. wh
Zionists in the past, will s



F A C T S  A B O U T  P A L E S T I N E

Zionists Blow up Arab Houses

Zionist occupation forces have started wide- 
range mass-murder operations by means of blow­
ing up civilian houses belonging to Arabs in 
Nablus, Tol Karam. Henan, Upper Galili and Me- 
sala in the occupied West Bank, Press reports 
from Occupied Palestine said.

check the unpaved roads li
flash bombs.

The reason for such 
said to be peaceful demo

The Zionist authorities are also reported to 
have confiscated 20 thousand donums for the 
purpose of establishing settlements there. The 





c a l l e d  t h e  c a v e  “ K o n e p a " .  A s  h e  s t o o d  o u t s i d e 
t h e  e n t r a n c e ,  h e  c o u l d  p l a i n l y  h e a r  t h e  s o u n d  o f 
t h e  w h i r l i n g  w i n d  i n s i d e  t h e  c a v e .  S i n c e  t h e  e n ­
t r a n c e  w a s  r a t h e r  n a r r o w ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  e l s e 
t o  d o  b u t  t o  c r a w l  i n s i d e  b a c k w a r d s ,  l e t t i n g  o n e ­
s e l f  b e  s u c k e d  b y  t h e  w i n d  i n t o  t h e  s l o p i n g ,  t h r e e - 
m e t r e  l o n g  p a s s a g e .

W h e n  t h e  w h o l e  p a r t y  h a d  e n t e r e d  t h e  c a v e , 
t h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  v e r y  l a r g e  p l a c e  w h i c h 
w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  d a r k .  T h e  c a v e  a l s o  s e e m e d 
s t i f l i n g l y  h o t  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  b i t t e r l y  c o l d 
w i n t e r  w e a t h e r  o u t s i d e .  A r m e d  w i t h  t o r c h l i g h t s , 
k e r o s e n e  l a m p s  a n d  c a n d l e s ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  e x ­
p l o r e  t h e  p l a c e .

A t  f i r s t  t h e r e  w a s  s o m e  f e a r  a m o n g s t  t h e 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  t h a t  t h e  c a v e  m i g h t  h a r b o u r 
s o m e  d a n g e r o u s  a n i m a l s  l i k e  b e a r s ,  w o l v e s  o r 
l e o p a r d s  —  a l l  b e i n g  s p e c i e s  w h i c h  a b o u n d  i n 
t h e  m o u n t a i n o u s  n o r t h  —  b u t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n 
o f  a  l a r g e  b l a c k  s n a k e  w h i c h  s w i f t l y  d i s a p p e a r e d 
i n t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  t r a c e  o f  a n y 
b e a s t ,  l i v i n g  o r  d e a d .

A s  t h e  p a r t y  a d v a n c e d  i n s i d e  t h e  c a v e ,  t h e 
w a y  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r u g g e d  a n d  t h e  t e n 

e x p l o r e r s  h a d  t o  c l i m b  o n e  l a r g e  b o u l d e r  a f t e r 
a n o t h e r .  T h e y  f o l l o w e d  a  s l o p i n g  c o u r s e  w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d  t o  l e a d  t o  t h e  v e r y  h o l l o w  o f  t h e  m o u n t ­
a i n .  T h e n  t h e i r  l i g h t  b e a m s  f e l l  o n  t h e  s t a l a c t i t e 
a n d  s t a l a g m i t e  f o r m a t i o n s  a n d  M i r d a n  g a s p e d  a s 
h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  j u s t  a n o t h e r  c a v e .

A s  t h e  p a r t y  w a s  i l l - e q u i p p e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e 
a  f u l l  j o u r n e y  o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  i t 
t o  t h e  v e r y  e n d  o f  t h e  c a v e ,  i t  t u r n e d  b a c k  a n d 
M i r d a n  h a s t e n e d  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t 
I r a q ' s  f i r s t  s t a l a g m i t e  —  s t a l a c t i t e  c a v e .  T h e 
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  q u i c k  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n 
a n d  s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s  o f  n e w s m e n  w e r e  d i s p a t c h e d 
t o  K o n e p a .

I t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  q u i t e  a  j o u r n e y .

A  H e m i n g w a y - l i k e  F e e l i n g
T h e r e  w a s  n o  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c a v e ;  c o n ­

s e q u e n t l y  o u r  P a r t y  h a d  t o  b e  t r a n s p o r t e d  o n 
m u l e s .  M u l e s  a r e  m a g n i f i c e n t  c r e a t u r e s  i n  t h e 
m o u n t a i n s ,  b u t  e v e n  t h e y  c a n  s t u m b l e  a n d  f a l l 
w h e n  t h e  t e r r a i n  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r u g g e d .  T h e 
c a v e  i s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  s t e e p  s i d e  o f  t h e  G u l a n 
m o u n t a i n ,  a n d ,  s h o r t  o f  a  h e l i c o p t e r ,  t h e  t r a v e l l e r 
h a s  t o  c r o s s  s e v e r a l  r a v i n e s  a n d  v a l l e y s  —  n o t 
t o  m e n t i o n  a  f o r d a b l e  r i v e r  —  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g 
h i s  d e s t i n a t i o n .  T h e  s c e n e r y  i s  b r e a t h t a k i n g l y 
b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  w h e n  o n e  i s  c l i n g i n g  p r e c a r i o u s l y 
t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  a  m u l e  w h i c h  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  a l o n g 
a  p a t h  t h a t  i s  o n l y  a  m e t r e  w i d e ,  w i t h  t h e  e d g e 
o f  a  g a p i n g  a b y s s  a  m e r e  f e w  c e n t i m e t r e s  a w a y , 
o n e ’ s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  t e n d s  t o  b e 
l e s s  m a r k e d .  F i n a l l y ,  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  c l i m b i n g  t h e
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Poetry Archeology

Pride and Fury
by Mahmud Darwish

O homeland’ O eagle, 
Plunging, through the bars of my cell. 
Your fiery beak in my eyes!
All I possess in the present® of death
Is pride and fury
I have willed that my heart be planted as a 

tree,
That my forehead become an abode for 

skylarks.
O eagle, 
I am unworthy of your lofty wing. 

NEW DISCO
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NEWS IN BRIEF
PRESIDENT BAKR RECEIVES MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT RUBAYA ALI

Foreic n Minister, Mr. Mohammed Saleh 
Mutte’e, of the Yemen Democratic Republic paid 
a few days visit to Iraq starting from March 26.

While here, Mr. Mutte'e handed messages to 
President Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr and RCC Vice- 
Chairman. Mr. Saddam Hussein from Democratic 
Yemen President, Salem Rubaya Ali. The mes­
sages deal with current Arab and international 
issues.

IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY MARKS 42nd 
ANNIVERSARY

The Iraqi Communist Party marked, on March 
26, the 42nd anniversary of its foundation in a 
rally it held in Baghdad.

Comrade Shibly al-Aysami, Assistant Secre­
tary General of the Arab Baath Socialist Party, 

OIL MINISTER OPENS IRAQI GEOLO
CONFERENCE

Iraqi oil minister. Mr. Tayeh A
opened on March 15, the 4th National
of Iraqi geologists.

The 4-day conference discussed
lated to geology in general, mineral 
eum resources, geological profession
ning and development. The conferen
tended by a number of Arab and fo
gists.

INFORMATION MINISTER RECEIVE
WOJ SECRETARY GENERAL

Information Minister, Mr. Tareq Az
on March 20 Mr. Jiri Kubka, Secretary
World Organisation of Journalists, who
days visit to Iraq.
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