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Michel Aflaq
o u tlin es  A B S P  ro le  in 
accom plish ing  A ra b  revo lu tio n

and
fu tu re  p rosp ects  ana lysed

The Founding Leader Mr. Michel Aflaq, Secre­
tary General of the Arab Baath Socialist Party, 
broadcast a major political speech on Wednesday 
evening April 6 to mark the Party's 30th anniver­
sary. Following is the full text of the speech:

"Militant comradesl
Masses of our Arab nation!
This anniversary occurs at a moment of ex­

treme gravity seldom met with before in the history 
of the contemporary resurgence of the Arab nation. 
The history of the past 30 years tends rather to 
diminish in the face of the important and crucial 
present in which we live. Indeed, the importance 
of our present and its crucial character, between 
them, dictate the only way open to approaching the 
past: in other words the proving of its worth and 
utility by furnishing convincing answers to the 
questions of destiny raised by the present.

It was precisely for a day such as this one 
that original revolutionary movements have been 
conceived and which find in it their own raison 
d'etre. The Party is an integral component of the

nation, one that has issued forth from its pains 
and sufferings and from its needs and ■ longings. 
As such, it remains tied up to the nation and to the 
history and destiny of the nation

The. Party remains the means, and the nation 
the end. There is no way of separating .the Party 
from the life of the nation or from the life of the 
Arab revolution and its successess and failures 
over the past thirty years. Similarly, the past of ;he 
Party is inseparable from the life of its militant rank 
and file, from the offerings they have made or from 
the sacrifices and hardships they have endured.

The concept of this Party was an act of betting 
on the originality and creative genius of the Arab 
nation. To the Party, it was not necessary, or even 
feasible, to come up with recipes for the type of 
life that should exist in the sought-after Arab 
society. Rather, the Party limited itself to the pro­
vision of guide-lines and basic norms, leaving it to 
the ascending Arab generations to enrich those 
revolutionary guide-lines by their own deep-search-

ing experiment constantly interacting with national­
ist and world events.

Neither did the Party attempt to produce a 
universal theory encompassing an interpretation of 
the whole body of human history and determining 
the future of humanity. Had it done so, —  if that 
were at all possible —  it would not have become 
what it is now. namely the Arab Baath Socialist 
Party —  the Party of the contemporary Arab revo­
lution. More likely, it would have been reduced to 
a mere study group of abstract theoretical work.

By contrast, a party that has actually and au­
thentically stemmed from the deep-seated needs 
of the Arab nation in its current rebirth, cannot pos­
sibly come up with anything that is remote or alien 
to the real sufferings of the nation. In the stage 
which witnessed the genesis of the Party, the ex­
periment of the nation had not yet been ripe enough 
for universality, and radiation. But genuine anguish 
made the experiment of the nation reveal, through 
the experiment of the Party, its inborn qualities for 
universality and radiation. It did so when it  fur­
nished its own answers and modifications to the 
world revolutionary theories and movements which 
the nation, while bracing itself up for revolution, 
had to come up in contact with them.

The ideology of the Baath has come to supple­
ment, not repudiate, socialist ideology. While still 
at the beginning of the road of the revolutionary ex­
periment, the thought of the Baath managed to 
make its proper contribution on the human level, 
as soon as it confronted the problems of its nation 
and society. That was a disinterested and profound 
confrontation in which the Party shed sufficient 
light on tw o basic truths: namely the nationalist 
character of socialism and the humanistic charac­
ter of nationalism. These two truths have been 
making their impact felt on the revolutions of the 
Third World and, more recently, on the level of 
the developed world. Their detection was made 
possible by a prior act of rectification of great im­
portance, namely that of proceeding from living 
reality, in other words, from freedom. The origin­
ality and truthfulness of the thought of the Party 
is, in the first place, attributable to the spirit of 
freedom which the Party had imbibed. Indeed, each 
and every original and creative idea produced by 
the Party in the course of its long March and each 
and every revolutionary position it assumed across 

its history was the by-product of freedom.
The decisive and historic moment in the life 

of the contemporary Arab revolution found expres­
sion in the soundness of the choice made. And 
that was not an easy choice to begin with. Not only 
was it not one between two antipodes —  conser­
vatism and revolution, right and left, division and 
unity, reaction and socialism —  but also between

common nomenclatures: one revolution and ano­
ther. one leftism and another, one unity and 
another, one socialism and another. It was not 
either between spirit and material but between an 
independent and domineering material and a mater­
ial emanating from, and identified with, spirit. To 
our thinking, spirit is not something of an occult 
or mystic character inconsistent with our scientific 
line. On the contrary, spirit is the incarnation of 
consciousness, will-power and ethics. It stands 
for all the impulses that hold us to what is good, 
as well as to beauty, selflessness and heroism. In 
short, it  is the representation of faith in truth, jus­
tice and freedom.

It was incumbent upon the Party to have its 
say when confronted with a puzzling choice — a 
say that proceeded from originality as well as from 
the experiment of the nation in such a way as to 
convert abstract ideas into a creator of life and a 
maker of history.

The position assumed towards the nationalist 

heritage and the close relations this heritage bore 
to the contemporary stage of national rebirth, re­
flected one of the major options open to the thought 
of the Baath which, right from the outset, was 
grounded on a revolutionary visualisation of na­
tional heritage. In this new experiment, as in the 
broad nationalist concept and the outlook to free­
dom, the Party outpaced all movements that had 
preceded it. Now as in the past, the subject of 
national heritage was not to our Party, one to which 
recourse is made simply on oocasions. It is rather 
the hub and focal point of our thought. As this 
fundamental point has not been given the attention 
it merits but remained rather unknown to a great 
many, it  becomes imperative, in the interest of 
sound bearings, to make a pointed reference to it 
and leave it to the rising Baathist generations to 
complete the mission. This outlook to heritage, as 
proclaimed by us some 34 years ago, was not as 
much an interpretation of the past as a revolu­
tionary stance of the present and a cultural vision 

of the future.
Bearing in mind a number of well-known psy­

chological facts, we have constantly endeavoured 
to spare the Arab revolution, as much as we can, 
the sort of serious maladies that had afflicted other 
revolutions misshaping the humanistic aspects of 
the principles of some of them and bringing others 
to utter collapse.

The act of deriving inspirations from the im­
mortal experiments in the life of the Arab nation is 
an act of deriving inspirations from the body of the 
profound humanistic and revolutionary values that 
do not confer upon the Arab nation so much of a 
privilege as of a major responsibility towards itself 
and towards humanity. This is an act of authen-



ticating the thought of the Party; it is not a retreat 
from the Party's progressivness and scientific line 
or from the policy it has been pursuing towards its 
progressive allies both within and without.

Masses of our Arab people!
Revolutionary vanguards!
The Baath movement has, ever since its' in­

ception. met with wide-spread receptivity and pro­
found responsiveness on the part of the Arab mas­
ses. On the other hand it confronted, ever since 
its earliest days, ferocious resistance and camp­
aigns of doubting and slanders from wide sec­
tions of presumptuous politicians and their cro­
nies as well as from the majority of the intelligent­
sia with whom the idea of converting culture into 
struggle did not sit well.

Further, as soon as the Baath movement be­
gan to grow somewhat in stature and influence, 
it began to interact with the student masses. Such 
interaction formed, as it were, a bridge connecting 
the movement with the popular masses which, by 
their sound intuition, responded to the call and 
became receptive of the ideas so strongly contes­
ted by the pseudo intellectuals. It was at that jun­
cture that imperialism and its collaborators from 
among politicians, reactionary elements and those 
who use religion as a screen, awakened to the 
threat of the Baath thought and set forth fighting 
it with all weapons at their disposal without any 
regard to scruple or honour. But the motivations 
of life within the movement were far stronger than 
all difficulties and obstacles encountered and su­
perior to any setbacks originating from within and 
which by themselves were enough to spell out 
the doom to any less original movement. The 
Baath movement survived because it derived its 
strength from the nation and from the rebirth of 
the nation.

The Party has been endowed with a sense 
of realism that made it  constantly endeavour to 
become a militant revolutionary movement based 
on thought, not a mere intellectual school preach­
ing revolution and struggle. This explains why this 
movement could not distance itself from some of 
the maladies afflicting the society which it had set 
itself to lead. Further, this also tells of the see­
thing sufferings which the movement has been 
experiencing from within and which teneded to 
draw anything afflicting it from without. This is 
the movement's own fate. All this talk would have 
been out of place if it was not our judgement that 
the present circumstances are the harshest and 
cruelest that have ever confronted the Arab Nation. 
Consequently, the occasion was considered op­
portune to issue a counselling word dipped in the 
blood of experiments, hopefully to be of use to 
those who are after drawing morals.

The experiment of the Baath has an exclu­
sive characteristic of its own which, if treated to 
neglect, could expose the experiment — which is 
a fundamental movement in the advance of the 
Arab revolution — to a great deal of distortion 
and deviation. This distinguishing characteristic is 
a blend of subjective factors taking the form of 
an organic unity. This is because the nationalist, 
socialist and democratic ideas of the Party cannot 
possibly be separated from the internal psycholo­
gical process which makes up the above-mentio­
ned characteristic. For at least twenty years now, 
the ideas of the Party have been held in common 
with the Arab people. Yet none of the leaders and 
movements encountered, managed to become a 
substitute for the Baath. They had adopted ready­
made ideas without experiencing any of the ideo­
logical anguish that had begotten those ideas. Ideas 
may be of considerable value and influence, yet 
they remain incapable of engendering a lively mo­
vement without that anguish which is incontrivable, 
inimitable and untransferable.

The Baath movement has been tied up to 
the broad toiling masses by a deep multi-sided 
link of destiny. To begin with, there is the unsha­
keable ideological conviction that none of the 
objectives of the contem.porary Arab revolution is 
attainable without the instrumentality of the strug­
gle of the broad masses. Neither liberation from 
imperialism and Zionism. nOr the achievement of 
Arab unity nor still the building of socialism can 
be realised outside mass struggle. In addition, the 
association of the Baath movement with the toiling 
masses provides an impervious shield against a 
host of deadly maladies engendered by our socie­
ty as the result of cultural backwardness, more so 
in circumstances of division. It is the toiling mas­
ses alone which, by the patience and endurance 
they possess, the original critical sense with 
which they are endowed and the genius and crea­
tiveness they hold, are capable of dictating the 
required rectification on the one hand and buttres­
sing the revolutionary movement on the other.

Militant Comradesl
Masses of our Great Arab Nationl
Thirty years have gone by in the life of the 

Party, in the life of the Nation and in the life of 
the militant strugglers. A man may become sus­
ceptible to arrogance or despair, if he persisted in 
looking inwardly. But as soon as he begins to 
view himself and his struggle as one part of a 
much wider and more lasting movement, he will 
draw nearer to an objective outlook and to psy­
chological balance.

In the same vein, a party which becomes in- 
troversive, w ill find itself exposed to the same 
hazards. Conversely, if it reflected on the origin 
of its mission end the motive behind its emer-

gence and remembered that it was but an off­
shoot of its nation and an endeavour to give 

expression to the nation's needs and ambitions, 
it will be in a position to maintain its objectivity 
and balance. In circumstances such as these, we 
do well to concentrate on steering clear of the two 
serious maladies: arrogance and despair. We find 
little comfort in seeing ourselves alone in the right 
while others are treading a road that leads them 
astray. Rather, we are pained by this and see in 
it  cause enough to demand of ourselves a higher 
degree of struggle, self-sacrifice and objectivity. 
We should also display accommodation to. and 
open a dialogue with other progressive nationalist 
forces. Such forces should be spurred to work for 
coordination so as to repel the reactionary-imperi­
alistic onslaught that takes the form of ’counter- 
unity' which can be successfully confronted only 
by an amalgamation of unity-minded forces bent 
on displaying solidarity in both defence and of­
fence.

In our opinion, it is quite natural for revol­
utionary experiments in the Arab society to, mul­
tiply and diversify, particularly in the circumstan­
ces of the existing state of division. We view 
these as just one well-integrated and multi-sided 
experiment — one that complements, rather than 
rivals, the Party's own experiment. They ought to 
complement and interact with one another for 
bolstering the unity of struggle and the struggle 
for unity. Surely, it  is the height of anomaly if 
these experiments were to be mutually shut nei­
ther influencing nor being influenced by one ano­
ther. Nor do we fee! disheartened by the acts of 
conspiracy and efforts at isolation and siege.

It was for such moments of stress that the 
Baath Party was founded in the first place. It has 
been steeled in the fire of struggle and ordeals 
and has struck deep and powerful roots in the 
soil of the Arab land. It has linked its own destiny 
with that of the toiling masses throughout the 
Arab Homeland, considering that those masses 
constitute the only force capable of making history 
and building the future.

Ever since we began treading the path of 
Baath as the path of revolution, we consistently 
cast aside all forms of bigotry, arrogance, supre­
macist notions and narrowness of outlook. We 
have our mind open to the world and to its civili­
zation and do fully recognise our need to engage 
in a give-and-take process. A t the same time we 
feel in ourselves the ability to contribute someth­
ing new and valuable to the world civilization. We 
have our own distinguishing identity which is our 
road to humanity. We also have our own exclusive

charcteristic, namely the contribution we make to 
the enrichment of the revolutionary and cultural 
heritage the world over.

At the same time we loathe bigotry and fight 
it with all the power at our disposal. Right from 
the beginning, we came into collision with bigotry 
on the part of both the backward right and the 
petrified left. We had to defend our freedom of 
conviction and forge ahead our way in ardent 
struggle against those who had claimed a mono­
poly of truth.

Having established our right to freely select 
our own road to. revolution and to comprehend 
our past and our heritage, we no longer feel that 
a problem arises between ourselves and those 
who, while meeting with us on common ground, 
wholy or partly differ from us in the way of ap­
proach, provided they respect our choice and the 

exculsive characteristic of the way we are 
treading.

We are not so narrow-minded as to deny 
proper recognition and credit to those revolutions 
which, since the turn of the century have battled 
against exploitation, oppression and backward­
ness, extended to wide ranging territories, covered 
vast human masses and which occupy top place 
in terms of both material and moral strength, 
wield great influence on international politics and 
stand by the side of the freedom and independence 
of peoples. All there is to the matter is that we 
have chosen our course and have been borne out 
in this by the developments experienced by the 
world and by those revolutions themselves. The 
revolutions in question have, as it were, ended 
up recognising the multiplicity of roads to socia­
lism. We do not equate friends with foes, reactio­
nary with progressive elements, stooges with those 
who interpret things in good faith.

Militant Comrades!
Masses of our great nation!
The past 30 years in the life of the Arab 

nation abound in lessons. They started off with 
the loss of Palestine. But the violent impact left 
by that event on the conscience of the Arab nation 
has triggered off quite a number of revolutionary 
endeavours. Chief among those was the July 
Revolution of Egypt which, by interacting with 
the struggle of the Baath Party in different count­
ries of Arab East, 'managed to reply to the con­
ditions of defeat by a host of successes which 
were capped with the rise of unity between Egypt 
and Syria, ten years from the creation of the 
Zionist entity. The way the Arab masses, from the 
Gulf to the Atlantic, responded to that fledgling 
unity reflected the historic consciousness of the 
broad masses and their realisation that unity 
provided the one and only effective reply to the



schemmgs of imperialism and Zionism.
But rather than grow and develop, that rudi­

mentary unity began to shrink and ail, thus mak­
ing it all the easier for imperialism, Zionism and 
reaction to undermine it. It was in those circums­
tances. that the leaderships concerned betrayed 
the backwardness of their systems, deficiency in 
the conduct of government, error in judgement 
and. above all. defective culture. They knew not 
how to nourish up that infant unity, though the 
broad masses were no parsimonious m their of­

ferings.
With the secession on, it was to be expected 

that Arab leadership should get together to exa­
mine the causes underlying that failure. But ins­
tead. erroneous practices persisted along with 
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balanced by the signs of progress and revolutiona­

riness which must not be overlooked.

What has been happening in Lebanon is but 

a manifestation of progress along the road of the 

Arab revolution. It has crystalised the Arab-Zionist 

conflict and the issue of the Arab revolution in 

Lebanon. The recent Lebanese events have con­

solidated the Arabism of Lebanon and established 

our people in Lebanon as an effective instrument 

in the hand of the Arab revolution. Those who have 

trailed behind the rightist leaderships w ill discover 

the delusion in which they had fallen as soon as 

the conspiracy is tumbled and Lebanon recovers 

its true Arab complexion.
Further, the popular uprising that recently sw ­

ept Egypt is another sign of progress along the 

road of Arab revolution. Our Arab people in Egypt 

have retrieved their social, national and unity-con­

tactics while the Arab re
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ciousness of their rich and ever-rejuvenating spirit 

that has always had the last word.

By reason of its association with the toiling 

masses, our Party in Iraq has managed to provide 

the one experiment that has struck deep roots in 

the Arab Homeland, and which is also heading to 

a rosy future. Over a quarter of a century, Iraq's 

harsh political conditions helped the Party build 

itself a powerful ideological structure. The Party 

was steeled in the fire of stresses and ordeals to 

become qualified for shouldering the responsibility 

of government. Needless to say, the success of the 

Party’s rule depends on maintaining the virtues 

that had equipped the Party to assume this out­
standing nationalist role.

When, therefore, I speak of our Party in this 
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ference, there comes back to memory that epic uf struggle 

and the daring stances which the militant members of 

our Party have to their credit in the struggle against 

the forces of colonialism. Zionism, reaction and autoc­

ratic oppression as well as in the fight for: laying the 

foundations of democracy, justice and social progress; 

the liquidation of foreign occupation and influence; the 

recovery of our natural resources which had been plun­

dered by oil and other monopolies; the frustration of 

aggressive designs and military pockets; the foiling of 

tabled plans for a capitulationist settlement; the cru­

shing of all schemings for the liquidation of the Pales­

tinian issue — the hub and centra) objective of our 

struggle; the liberation of all usurped and occupied 

Arab territories; the attaining of national unity among 

the revolutionary contingents of our people; the enhan­

cement of national fraternity; creation of a progressive 

popular front extending from the Atlantic to the Gulf; 

the prosperity of the workers, peasants and all other 
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the Arab-Zionist conflict. In the first statement the 
US President outlined his formula for "defensible 
borders ' beyond the recognised and legal boundari­
es of "Israel". In the second statement he put for­
ward three pre-conditions for settlement, and lastly 
addressing the UN General Assembly, he reiterated 
his second statement about "a homeland for Pales­
tinian refugees".

A close examination of these statements 
will reveal that the US position has not undergone 
any substantial change since the Zionist aggression 
on the whole Arab homeland on June 5. 1967; it 
has rather come much closer to "Israeli position.

In his press conference given in Washington 
on March 9 President Carter, inter alia, said:

(a) The "Arab nations” and "Israeli nation" 

(b) Beyond these rec
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A The usurpation of Palestine by colonial set­
tlers under the banner of racist Zionism:

B The occupation of other Arab lands by im- 
periahst-Zionist aggressors.

C. The absence of determination and condem­
nation of the aggressors

D The absence of the call for unconditional 
withdrawal of the aggressors from all the occupied 
territories, and

E The absence of recognition of the Pa’estin- 
:an people s right to national self-determination as 
well as their inalienable right to liberate their usur­
ped motherland
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has assumed an offensive and defensive character; 
thus constituting a danger to the Arab defeatists 
and to "Israel" and a serious threat to U.S. designs 
in the area. Hence, the September massacre in 
Jordan in 1970 and the current onslaught on Pales­
tinians in Lebanon. All this has been designed to 
drag the Palestinians to accepting a puppet state 
on the West Bank of the river Jordan (a Palestin­
ian territory).

What is strange indeed in view of all the 
abovementioned realities, realities which are no 
more a secret to the layman, that some Arab leaders 
ignore them and insist on luring themselves and the 
Arab masses into deception by believing that the 
Carter Administration is a "neutral" party in the 
conflict. What President Carter has been circulating 
about "defensible borders" for "Israel" and "peace 
olans". is in fact an endorsement of an old "Israeli"

Reactionary forces destroy Lebanon

plan. Back in 1971, Yitzhak Rabin had envisaged 
"peace" measures as he conceived them. He 
wrote: "The arrival at peace will be effected through 
a series of steps, none of which will in itself amount 
to a proclamation of peace, nor will any of which 
involve — as far as "Israel" is concerned —  relin­
quishment of occupied territory, or abandonment 
of the ultimate striving for peace in accordance with 
our concepts". He summed up "Israel's" aims in 
the conclusion of a peace agreement with each of 
her Arab neighbours; achievement of defensible 
borders; American military and economic aid enabl­
ing her to stand up against any Arab forces, and
obtaining of American support for deterring 
Soviet intervention against "Israel".

Such are Rabin's ideas on "peace" in
Middle East; and these ideas are fully shared by 
Washington yesterday and today. No wonder then, 
that President Carter has been loudly harping on 
the "defence lines" for Israel and the "extensions 
of Israeli defence capability beyond the permanent 
and recognised borders". It seems President Carter 
failed to be precise. He could have coined his words 
to mean the establishment of advanced "Israeli" 
military posts near Cairo, Damascus, Amman and 
Beirut to protect "Israel" from Arab threat and 
aggression. It sounds ridiculous for anyone to think 
that the Arab states are threatening "Israel". It is 
the other way round. Time and again, in 1956. 1967 
and 1973 the Zionist entity, with the blessing of 

Washington, committed aggression on its neigh­
bours and occupied their territories.

Peoples' just and legitimate rights could never 
be attained by diplomacy and behind closed doors. 
They are won on the battlefield. And any claim that 
in modern warfare the winner is the one who must­
ers sophisticated military hardware is a fallacy. The 
peoples of Vietnam, Algeria, Cuba and Angola and 
elsewhere have shattered this fallacy. Armed strug­
gle, unity of ranks and the application of all types 
of weapons (economic boycott and oil) in the war 
of liberation are a sure guarantee for victory. We 
should not expect, even for a moment, any "jus­
tice" from the friend of our enemy. We have come 
to realise this fact over the past thirty years. We 

have come to learn that those who have been alter­

nating positions in the White House are themselves 

prisoners of false vision, of imperialist nature and 

short-sightedness; miracles are not expected to 

happen in our age!

A u to n o m o u s 
A re a 
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•  AUTONOMOUS ORGANS REPRESENT ALL 
SHADES OF OPINION.

•  KURDISH MASSES ARE PROUDLY AND 
SINCERELY RESPONSIVE TO AUTONOMY

•  OPEN FUNDS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE AREA

•  THE PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC SOLU­
TION OF THE KURDISH QUESTION PORT­
RAYS HOPES OF ALL

Ahmed Abdul Qadir

he establishment of autonomy for the first 
time in ncrthern Iraq and the all-round 
success achieved by the autonomous 

organs over the past years have greatly contributed
to the cementation of national unity. The resultant 
faithful co-operation between the Arab and Kurdish 
masses and their inevitable fusion in a common 
history, common fate and common nationhood 
have dec'sively strengthened their joint struggle for 
constructing an advanced, socialist and progressive

Hashim Hassan

In a special interview with IRAQ TODAY'S 
Abdul Razzak Fahmi, the Chairman (Speaker) of 
the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Area. 
Mr. Ahmed Abdul Qadir; and the Chairman of the 
Executive Council. Mr. Hashim Hassan, explained 
the experience and prospects of self-rule.
Legislative Assembly:

In reply to a question as to how the Legislative 
Assembly was functioning. Mr. Ahmed Abdul Qadir 
said:

The Legislative Assembly represents all shades 
of opinion. All patriotic and progressive political 
parties as well as national independents are pro­
portionately represented in the assembly's accord­
ing to an agreed formula. When the post of the 
assembly speaker fell vacant in February last follo­
wing the appointment of the former Speaker. Mr. 
Babakr Mahmoud Rasoul. to the post of Minister of 
Labour and Social Affairs at the Central Government
I was elected unanimously to the post. As to the
main functions of the assembly, these may be. sum­
med up as under: legislating for the social, econo­
mic and cultural development of the autonomous
area within the general framework of the policy of 
the State; taking decisions regarding the formation 
of local organs in consultation with the central
authorities concerned and several other duties which
may help enhance the socio-economic life of the 
Area; in addition to other routine parliamentary 
tasks such as questioning members of the Execu­
tive Council in connection with their duties and cast­
ing vote of confidence or no-confidence as the case 
may be on the Executive Council.

Q. How is a bill adopted and what are the 
stages through which it passes until it becomes a

A. According to the Law of the Autonomy, 
the Executive Council or 10 members of the Legisla-

21



tive Assembly have the right to propose a bill When 
a draft bill is submitted to the Legislative Assembly 
the Speaker refers it to the competent committee 
for examination and scrutiny from the legal and ob­
jective point of view. The committee has to forward 
its recommendations within ten days from the date 
of reference in the normal cases and within 5 days 
in the urgent cases Thereafter the Speaker refers 
the draft bill to the full house in its first sitting 
for endorsement by majority of those present If 
the bill is adopted by the majority of the members 
present it becomes a law and is sent to the Execut­
ive Council for implementation. The Executive Coun­
cil, however, has the right to object to the ' Law' as 
a whole or in part within 10 days. Should it not 
do so. the law becomes valid The Autonomy Law 
also empowered the central Ministry of Justice and 
the Iraqi Court of Cassation to review the law 
within 30 days; the law will come into force if no 
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tribe of Judaism and so on. He 
is translating this “ I am convin­
ced into a modern political accept­
ance, which the Zionists prefer, 
uat there is some historical right 

of the Zionists to control Pales­
tine” This is an enormous prob­
lem that we have, with President 
Carter, which is based on his 
own line of narrow religious be­
liefs in the Bible —  that he ac­
cepts as a historical feet: the 
Zionist presence in Palestine has 
been an affirmation of the Bible.

Arab Unity Needed

This is a real problem and I 
think the difference of forces here 
are where things are changing 

UN resolutions supporting the 
legitimate rights of Palestinians is 
being pushed into the background 
and a very subtle campaign is 
taking place now. that peace is 
possible but the Palestinians arc 
becoming an obstacle to peace. 
They have successfully transfer- 
ed the Palestinian issue, immed­

iately after 1973 war But when 
the people are not completely or 
intimately concerned w ith the 
problem, as in the Western world, 
they soon can forget. This has 
drifted into a state where it is 
being accepted that in the future 
there could be a solution to the 
Middle East problem. And this is 
a tragic danger —  the UN resolu­
tions are being completely igno­

life if we
position. 
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Zionists 
do, of co
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"March 30, time: 
Sunrise; location: all 

over the occupied land; 
occasion: the Land Day".- 

Church bells kept tolling in 
the old towns of Nassera and 

Bethlehem. American-made tanks 
and streets of Upper Galilee. Flocks 

of "Israeli" ready-for-war soldiers were 
located at road ends, taking position and 

still are to this very day, t
No wonder then, last 

came to the end of its tet
March 30, 1976, the "Is
taken aback when they fou
pied lands (1948 and 1967
every city, town and village
ber waving Palestinian fla
the tyranny. Although who
army were called up to put 
strators. that popular upris
by news agnecies) lasted
uprising drew the attention
was none other than the fa
perhaps for the first time 
come to realize that the a



very disputable question it is best to throw a glance 
over the things which the Westerners, among 
others, never seem to know anything about and 
can never hear of except in a twisted manner plan­
ned to suggest completely the contrary of what 
they s:gnify Among other things, it is basically 
the devastating truth which leers in the face of

‘Histadrut’ who 
several million 
'Labour Party’ fr
as this was leak
himself was inte
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fair by one of 
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association with 
scale!
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Marriage was based on the principle of one 

w.fe, but Hammurabi's code allowed the man to 

marry another woman only under tw o circum­

stances, which are:
a When the first wife had a permanent illness, 

on condition that she should not be divorced 

and the husband should be responsible for her 

living expenses.
b. When the wife was incapable of giving birth.

Hammurabi gave the husband the right to 

divorce and the wife the right to divorce only under 

two circumstances:
a If the wife had a permanent illness and her 

husband married another woman.

b. If the husband was bad-mannered and that 

was certified by the town council.
Hammurabi's code allowed slaves to marry 

free women provided that those slaves became 



FOLKLORE A Visit to the F
Centre in Baghd
The
Artisans of

"Unfortunately, folkloric artis­
anship is a dwindling craft. I am 
afraid the well is drying up *. Dr 
Akram Fadhil shook his head 
sadly as he told us this. As 



C U LTU R E

Pages from 
the History of 
Arab Chivalry

he movement of knights in Iraq had. in the 
days of the Abbasjd Caliph, al-Nasser 

H Lidinullah. (the Sixth Hijra century), deep 

pitable with the guest an
Doubtless, these sayings 
tion) laid down the fund
chivalry These “ ten com
today as the general rul

It was related that 
'Chivalry was explained 
'God orders of justice, 
the relatives. He prohibi
pression". Al-Junaid al-B
tc avoid harming others a
Al-Sheibani said: “ Chival
cult times, to be gentle 
generous at poverty".



By Sherif Yusuf

The Spiral 
M inaret of
Sam arra “
I raq under the Abbasid 

Caliphate (750-1258) 
wrote one of the most 

brilliant chapters in its history. 
This was especially true under 

Al-M alw iyah
During the odd forty years 

which followed the establish­
ment of this capital, seven Ca­
liphs ruled in Samarra. Each built 



MAJOR PETROCHEMICAL PROJECT IN BASRAH
On the occasion of the 30 anniversary of the 

founding of the Arab Baath Socialist Party (ABSP). 
a number of projects have been inaugurated and 
the foundation stones of some others have been 
laid.

On April 6. the foundation stone was laid in 
Basrah governorate, southern Iraq, of a gigantic 
petrochemical complex, the first of its kind in the

US dollars).
The porject. which will have an annual out­

put of 150.000 tons of plastic substance (high

tensive programme adopted by Iraq aiming at the

date the country's economic and industrial inde­
pendence.
IRAQI-SOVIET ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION

N E W S  IN B RIEF

SOVIET PRESS LAUDS IRAQ'S ACHIEVEMENTS

The Soviet news agency 'Novosli' said Iraq has 
taken big strides towards realising social and eco­
nomic transformation and achieving radical changes 
in all fields.

Commenting on the 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the Arab Baath Socialist Party (ABSP). 
which was observed on April 7. the agency said

actually been accomplished in Iraq. The agency 
highlighted the great oil nationalisation measures.

armed forces in the 1973 October war against the 
"Israel" enemy. It also commended the for­
mation of the Progressive Patriotic and National 
Front (PPNF). The Soviet agency described the

brilliant musicians of the London 
Saxophone Quartet. Being a uni­
que ensemble of all sizes of newly 
discovered wind instrument, the 
saxophone. Paul Harvey, soprano
saxophone; Peter Ripper, alto
saxophone; Christopher Gradwell, 
tenor saxophone and finally David 
Lawrence, on the baritone.

included youthful works specially 
written for the saxophone quartet 
by composers such as: James 
Patten. Frank Cordell, Laurie Hol­
loway and finally an arrangement 
of some Elizabethan Madrigals of 
Thomas. Orely and John Farmer 
by Paul Harvey, who was respon­
sible for some Folktunes' arrange-

They revealed themselves to 
their newly acquainted Baghdadi 
artists of high standard who 
zalue a genuine repertory care­
fully built in to their ensemble, 
since the beginning of the cen­
tury. from composers such as 
Gabriel Perne, Eugene Bozza Ja­
cques Ibert and Gordon Jacob, 
known as tradionalists as well 
ss craftsmen of the first order. 
Their well conceived programme 
40,

A French Duo of Cellest Ber­
nard Michelin and pianist Anne 
Capet-Proust entertained a lucky 
audience on March 14 at the 
Music Room of the Arab Child­
ren's Library. On this occasion 
Baghdad finally got hold of the 
world famous cellist B. Michelin, 
who has appeared in every spot 
of the world and is known to be 
the best representative of the

French school of cello playing. 
His programme included early 
classic sonatas, a novelty to our 
audience. They were by Pergolasi 
and Breval. But the clue of the 
musical evening was Beethoven's 
2nd Sonata for cello and piano 
in G minor Op. 5. A  major work 
for the ensemble of cello and 
piano. Yet contributing to this 
month Beethoven anniversary 
celebration. Both talents were 
well matched to Beethoven's 
work to its sheer greatness. Ber­
nard Michelin left an unforgett­
able impression when he per­
formed de Falla's seven popular 
Spanish songs, adding more ad­
mirers to the already huge num­
ber who recognised his art as 
being of the best.

Iraq and the Soviet Union signed in Baghdad 
on April 6. the minutes of Jie 7th session of the 
Joint Iraqi-Soviet Permanent Commission for eco­
nomic and technical co-operation.

The minutes were signed for Iraq by Ghanim 
Abdul Jalil. Minister of State and for the Soviet 
Union by Mr. Semen Skachkov, Chairman of the 
State Committee for Foreign Economic Relations 
of the Soziet Council of Ministers.

Accordingly the two sides agreed on co-opera­
tion in the technical and economic fields as we'l as 
on the projects which the Soviet Union may under­
take to build. It was also agreed that the 8th ses­
sion of the commission will be held in Moscow 
next year
ARAB COMMITTEE FOR HOUSING PROJECTS

The 2nd conference of Arab Housing and Re­
construction Ministers which concluded its three- 
day meetings in Baghdad on 22 March last, de­
cided to set up joint Arab companies to undertake 
the implementation of housing projects in Arab 
countries. The conference also decided to set up 
a follow-up committee to ensure the implementa­
tion of its resolutions and recommendations.

one signed by equal partners and allies in the strug­
gle against imperialism. Zionism and reaction.

IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY MARKS 43rd 
ANNIVERSARY

On March 31, the Iraqi Communist Party 
(CPI) celebrated the 43rd anniversary of its found-

In a congratulatory cable to the CPI on this 
occasion, the ABSP's Assistant Secretary General. 
Mr Shibly al-Aysami. wished members of the CPI

National Front He emphasised that "our experience

forces to increase efforts for achieving the aspired 
objectives of building a unified, democratic, social 
ist society".

Addressing a gathering attended by represent-

tions. Mr Aziz Mohammed, the CPI First Secretary, 
called for opposing all attempts aimed at liquidating 
the Palestine struggle
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